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A Teaching Tool
for Tomorrow

On November 17, 2003, action movie
star Arnold Schwarzenegger was inaugurated as the governor 
of California. Most people knew Schwarzenegger as the muscled
star of movies such as •The TerminatorŽ and •True Lies,Ž and did-
n•t realize he had political ambitions. But he threw his hat into the
ring when a recall election removed Governor Gray Davis from
office. Schwarzenegger is now in his second term as governor.
Look through the eEdition, or use the Internet, to find stories
about other politicians who started out in different careers. Make
a list of five politicians, past or present, and note what jobs they
held before running for office, and what skills they might have
learned in those jobs that translate well to being a politician. 

With your eEdition it is important
to know how to find the informa-
tion you need. It is also important
to be able to do things with the
information once you have found 
it. Your eEdition toolbar contains
three icons that make it easy to use
the electronic newspaper. They are
•Print,Ž •e-MailŽ and •Download.Ž
Find a story that interests you in
your eEdition today. Use the •PrintŽ
icon to print out a copy in graphic
or text form. Use the •e-MailŽ icon
to e-mail the story to yourself or
your teacher. Use the •DownloadŽ
icon to download a copy of the file
to your computer. Finish by writing
a paragraph describing how these
features of your eEdition make it
useful for gathering or communicat-
ing information. 

The Maldives are a group of very small
islands in the Indian Ocean, south of the
Asian nation of India. About 200 of the
islands are inhabited, and another 80 
are home to tourist resorts. But that might
change. Eighty percent of the Maldives• land
is three feet or less above sea level, and

Last week, the chief archaeologist 
in Egypt announced that a 4,300-
year-old pyramid was discovered 
in Saqqara, a burial site used by
ancient rulers. Saqqara is near Giza,
home to Egypt•s Great Pyramid and
Sphinx. The archaeologists who dis-
covered the pyramid had been exca-
vating the sand-covered site for two
years, and only recently were able to
discern that it was a pyramid. Look
through the eEdition, or use the
Internet, to find stories about other
discoveries from the ancient world.
Pick one, draw picture of it and
write a few paragraphs explaining
its history. 

President-Elect Barack Obama 
is busy preparing to take office on
January 20, 2009, selecting people
to fill key roles, such as defense sec-
retary and secretary of state. He is
also reviewing and evaluating poli-
cies created or set by President
Bush and deciding which he•d 
like to keep and which he wants 
to change. Read articles in the
eEdition this week to learn more
about the policies Obama is evalu-
ating (or could be evaluating). Then
write an eEdition editorial explain-
ing what you think should be the
first thing Obama changes when he
gets to the White House, and why.

Learning Standard: Applying knowledge, ideas and issues drawn from texts to students• lives and the lives of others.

Learning Standards: Building on productivity tools to collaborate and
interact with peers and other audiences using telecommunications and
media; describing uses of technology in daily life.

Learning Standard: Describing, comparing and explaining the 
locations and characteristics of races, cultures and settlements.

Learning Standards: Composing coherent written essays that express
a position on a public issue and justifying the position with reasoned
arguments; generating questions about important issues that affect
students or society; writing fluently for multiple purposes.

Print, e-Mail,
Download

The •Governator•

Uncovering History New Government

Preparing for 
Global Warming

Learning Standards: Describing the environmental consequences of major world
processes and events; explaining how processes like population growth, economic
development, urbanization, resource use, international trade, global communica-
tion and environmental impact are affecting different world regions.

inhabitants are worried that erosion and global
warming might put their nation under water if
the oceans rise. Last week the Maldives presi-
dent Mohamed Nasheed announced plans to
start a fund to buy land somewhere else, so that
the people in the Maldives could relocate. Look
through the eEdition, or use the Internet, to
find articles about global warming (or •climate
changeŽ). Then look up things people can do 
to slow down global warming and help the 
environment. With your classmates, create a list
of ways students can help, and post it in your
classroom to remind everyone what they can do.


