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CK Reporter of the Week
Abigale Morris,  Aurora

Ming is a white bunny with brown ears and 
nose, who is very lucky to have been taken in 
by the Colorado House Rabbit Society. 

He is one of the 168 rabbits rescued by Nancy 
LaRoche, who is the owner of the shelter in 
Broomfi eld.

All of her rabbits have very sad stories. 
Ming was abandoned by her owner. 
A lot of LaRoche’s bunnies were strays. Some were 

abandoned like Ming.
But people don’t realize how good a pet that a 

rabbit can be.
“Rabbits are cute, very friendly and intelligent, and 

I learn something new about rabbits everyday,” says 
LaRoche.

LaRoche started this sanctuary in 1991 and, at fi rst, 
it was just her working there. 

She called her friends to ask them if they wanted to 
adopt any rabbits and they told their friends, so they 
came and she asked them all to help. 

“I’m too embarrassed to ask people if they want to 
help me,” says LaRoche, “so I ask if they want to help 

the bunnies.”
Today she has a shelter that’s run all by volunteers 

and they need help because they have rabbits of all 
colors and sizes, and they defi nitely need money, too, 
because they have a lot of medical costs.

But start with the pets.
“I would like people to know that bunnies make 

wonderful house pets,” says LaRoche.
Bunnies even have a sense of humor, she says. 
“I had one bunny that was so funny, he would 

run across my shoes and untie them. And when I 
was working with all of these papers in my lap, he 
would jump up on my head, and then on my lap, 
and everything would go everywhere. I knew he was 
laughing. It just seemed that he was smiling.”

But if you want a pet bunny, you are going to need 
to get two bunnies because they are very social 
creatures. 

One time there was a stray bunny at the park, 
LaRoche says, and the only other animals there were 
ducks. 

Soon the bunny got to the shelter. 
“One day I heard quacking and I looked all over. 

Then I realized the bunny was making that sound! He 
was so desperate for companionship that he learned 
how to quack!”

For more information about the shelter,, go to their 
website at : https://coloradohrs.org/
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Complex, wonderful story shines like a star
“See You in the Cosmos,” by Jack Cheng, 

was an instant hit in my house. 
Its heart-melting story will leave 

you giving a 5-star review. 
The story focuses on one small boy with big 

dreams. Alex is a kid who enters SHARF’s contest 
for launching rockets. 

SHARF is a space program affi  liated with NASA 
that includes an annual rocket launch and prize, 
called the civet prize. 

The prize (a $50,000 check) is presented by 
Lander Civet, the program operator. 

Alex travels the distance from Rockview, 
Colorado to Los Angeles to launch his rocket. 

But Alex’s rocket has a catch. He attached a 
gold-painted ipod that has recordings of earthly 
life to his rocket to be launched into space in 
hopes of reaching alien life forms. 

This method is shown many times in the book: 
Whenever Alex is recording, it shows the text in 
the form of a script for a movie, with the names 
in front.

 The main part of the story though, is after the 
SHARF launch. 

Alex then fi nds his sister in Las Vegas. He did 
not even know he had a sister! 

He found her while looking for his lost dog, 
whose name was Carl Sagan, named after Alex’s 
hero.

Alex carpools with the people he rode with 
to get to SHARF and he, Tara (his sister), and his 
carpool buddies drive to LA and visit his older 
brother, Ronnie, whom he did know about. 

They return home to fi nd Alex’s mom missing, 
and then when Alex climbs up his roof with a 
brand new telescope, someone attacks him and 
he falls and ... well,  much more is heard of in 
this thrilling and sad adventure.

 This is an outstanding page turner that I 
recommend for anyone ages 9 to 90! 

The author does a fantastic job of explaining 
the story to the audience. 

It has a 5-star rating from me, and I hope you 
enjoy it! 
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Bunnies � nd shelter, seek homes

photos courtesy Colorado Rabbit House Society

By Jack Vanourek,
11, a CK Reporter 
from Littleton

By  Jazzy Marshall,
10, a CK Reporter 
from Lafayette
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“Talking Leaves,” a novel by Joseph Bruchac, is 
not all that it seems; It’s a novel that goes far 
deeper in meaning than expected. 

“Talking Leaves” is about a 12 year-old Cherokee 
boy named Uwohali whose father is Sequoyah. He is 
a skilled blacksmith who is alienated by the Cherokee 
society and assumed to be a deranged man due to the 
outlandish and unconventional symbols he illustrates.

Uwohali eventually realizes that the odd symbols 
represent sounds in the Cherokee alphabet. 

He tries to show the members of the Cherokee 
community the ingenuity and brilliance behind these 
symbols, but not everyone is convinced. 

Uwohali ventures out on a journey to spread the 
usage and genius of the symbols to others.

“Talking Leaves” provides new perspectives and 
knowledge of Cherokee origins and culture. 

This novel defi es socially expected limitations for 
the Cherokee community because of Uwohali and 
his father’s new ideas of exploring the Cherokee 
culture more in depth. It informs and elucidates the 
importance of the Cherokee alphabet. 

The meaning and morals in Talking Leaves are 
the epitome of an image portraying open-minded 
innovation impacting the community by refi ning the 

dynamics of perception, through the robust morals and 
ideas in this novel.

However, there are just as many fl aws matching the 
eloquent cascade of fi nesse. 

The introduction hastily brings in an overwhelming 
infl ux of information critical to the storyline, but then 
leaves out some crucial information. 

In truth, it was a tad disappointing. 
Because of the lure/teaser in the inner book sleeve, 

I expected a story that really packed a punch, but 
“Talking Leaves” lacks that lasting impact on the reader. 

It does provide congenial, important information, but 
it gives you more of a soft thud than a punch. 

Despite “Talking Leaves’” defective storyline, however, 
the idea and concept of the story shine through, giving 
this novel 3.5 leaves out of 5 leaves. 

Fact-based novel somewhat disappointing

San Diego’s new rhino left danger and found safety
When Wallis the Rhinoceros 

became part of the San 
Diego Zoo’s Safari Park, she was 
safely out of her native South 
Africa, where poaching puts 
rhinos in danger of extinction.

But she had a narrow escape, 
as it turned out.

Wallis had a small wound on 
her chest that wouldn’t heal, 
despite a few minor operations 
and constant medical attention.

After dealing with it for a 

while with little improvement, 
the zoo’s veterinarians called 
for help from the San Diego 
Fire-Rescue Bomb Squad to 
test a theory they had.

With the help of the bomb 
squad’s powerful metal detec-
tor, they proved what they had 
suspected: She had been shot 
near the heart by a poacher.

A large bullet fragment had 
stuck under a rib, so that, when 
she moved, it irritated her fl esh.

The zoo vets got ready to 
perform one more operation 
to go in and retrieve the bullet 
when an odd thing happened:

As they were washing Wal-
lis and getting her ready, they 
realized they could feel the bul-
let, which had worked its way 
close to the surface.

All it took was a tug with a 
Leatherman tool: The bullet 
was out and Wallis’s wound was 
ready to heal. photo/San Diego Zoo

By Kira Zizzo ,
13,  a CK Reporter 
from Highlands Ranch

(All the animals except the fi sh-people are on a raft with Old Man to escape the great fl ood. 
Now he has sent for Loon.)

The Chipmunk found the Spotted Loon and told him that Old Man wanted 
him, so the Loon went to where Old Man sat. When he got there, Old Man 
said: “Spotted Loon you are a great diver. Nobody can dive as you can. I 

made you that way and I know. If you will dive and swim down to the world I think 
you might bring me some of the dirt that it is made of--then I am sure I can make 
another world.” 

“It is too deep, this water,” replied the Loon, 
“I am afraid I shall drown.”

“Well, what if you do?” said Old Man. “I gave 
you life, and if you lose it this way I will return 
it to you. You shall live again!”

“All right, Old Man,” he answered. “I am 
willing to try.” So he waddled to the edge of 
the raft. He is a poor walker, the Loon, and 
you know I told you why. It was all because 
Old Man kicked him in the back the night he 
painted all the Duck-people.

Down went the Spotted Loon, and long 
he stayed beneath the water. All waited and 
watched, and longed for good luck, but when 
he came to the top he was dead. Everybody 
groaned--all felt badly, I can tell you, as Old 
Man laid the dead Loon on the logs. The 
Loon’s wife was crying, but Old Man told her 
to stop and she did.

Then Old Man blew his own breath into the 
Loon’s bill, and he came back to life.

“What did you see, Brother Loon?” asked Old 
Man, while everybody crowded as close as he 
could.

“Nothing but water,” answered the Loon. 
“We shall all die here, I cannot reach the world 
by swimming. My heart stops working.”

There were many brave ones on the raft, 
and the Otter tried to reach the world by div-
ing; and the Beaver, and the Gray Goose, and 
the Gray Goose’s wife, but all died in trying, 
and all were given a new life by Old Man. 
Things were bad and getting worse.

Everybody was cross, and all wondered 
what Old Man would do next, when somebody laughed.

All turned to see what there could be to laugh at, at such a time, and Old Man 
turned about just in time to see the Muskrat bid good-by to his wife --that was 
what they were laughing at. But he paid no attention to Old Man or the rest, and 
slipped from the raft to the water. Flip!--his tail cut the water like a knife, and he 
was gone. Some laughed again, but all wondered at his daring, and waited with 
little hope in their hearts; for the Muskrat wasn’t very great, they thought.

He was gone longer than the Loon, longer than the Beaver, longer than the Otter 
or the Gray Goose or his wife, but when he came to the surface of the water he was 
dead.

Old Man brought Muskrat back to life, and asked him what he had seen on his 
journey. Muskrat said: “I saw trees, Old Man, but I died before I got to them.”

Old Man told him he was brave. He said his people should forever be great if 

he succeeded in bringing some dirt to the raft; so just as soon as the Muskrat was 
rested he dove again.

When he came up he was dead, but clenched in his tiny hand Old Man found 
some dirt -- not much, but a little. A second time Old Man gave the Muskrat his 
breath, and told him that he must go once more, and bring dirt.

He said there was not quite enough in the fi rst lot, so after resting a while the 
Muskrat tried a third time and a third time he died, but brought up a little more 
dirt.

Everybody on the raft was anxious now, 
and they were all crowding about Old Man; 
but he told them to stand back, and they 
did. Then he blew his breath in Muskrat’s 
mouth a third time, and a third time he 
lived and joined his wife.

Old Man then dried the dirt in his hands, 
rubbing it slowly and singing a strange 
song. Finally it was dry; then he settled the 
hand that held the dirt in the water slowly, 
until the water touched the dirt. 

The dry dirt began to whirl about and 
then Old Man blew upon it. Hard he blew 
and waved his hands, and the dirt began 
to grow in size right before their eyes. Old 
Man kept blowing and waving his hands 
until the dirt became real land, and the 
trees began to grow. So large it grew that 
none could see across it. Then he stopped 
his blowing and sang some more. Every-
body wanted to get off  the raft, but Old 
Man said no.

“Come here, Wolf,” he said, and the Wolf 
came to him.

“You are swift of foot and brave. Run 
around this land I have made, so I may 
know how large it is.”

The Wolf started, and it took him half a 
year to get back to the raft. He was very 
weary from much running, too, but Old 
Man said the world wasn’t big enough yet 
so he blew some more, and again sent the 
Wolf out to run around the land. He never 
came back. No, the Old Man had made it 
so big that the Wolf died of old age before 

he got back to the raft. Then all the people went out upon the land to make their 
living, and they were happy, there, too.

After they had been on the land for a long time Old Man said: “Now I shall make a 
man and a woman, for I am lonesome living with you people.”

He took two or three handfuls of mud from the world he had made, and mould-
ed both a man and a woman. Then he set them side by side and breathed upon 
them. They lived!--and he made them very strong and healthy--very beautiful to 
look upon. And they are the Chippewa!

NEXT WEEK: How Old Man Stole the Sun’s Leggings
Adaptation c. 2005, Mike Peterson, illustration c. 2005 Christopher Baldwin

Old Man Tales: Old Man Rebuilds the World, Part Two
These stories were collected from Blackfeet, Chippewa and Cree storytellers

 in Montana in the early 20th century by Frank Linderman.
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Rules: Every row across, every column down and each of the six smaller boxes must 
contain numerals 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, one time and one time only.

The solution to this week’s puzzle is on the back page.

On this day in ‘59, Alaska became Number 49. To celebrate the anniversary of 
Alaska’s statehood, our answers this week will each begin with the letter “A.”

1.  That chain of islands that reaches into the Pacifi c from Alaska’s southwest corner

2.  A very large sea-going bird, the largest can have a 12-foot wingspan

3.  He wrote “The Little Mermaid,” “The Steadfast Tin Soldier,” “The Ugly Duckling,” 
“The Snow Queen” and many other popular fairy tales.

4.  Term for people who can use either their left or right hand equally well

5.  The mountain range that runs north-to-south down South America.

6.  In “Star Wars,” the large, four-legged mechanical fi ghting machines used on Hoth 
by the Empire.

7. These fl at-shaped, long-fi nned fi sh are popular in aquariums and may lay eggs 
and have babies in captivity.

8.  The metal made from bauxite ore, its chemical symbol is Al

9.  Pronghorns really aren’t, but elands, gerenukes and gazelles really are.

10.  An African nation where 39 languages are spoken, but the offi  cial language is 
Portuguese.

(answers on the back page)
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Change is good, according to most CK readers who responded 
to our latest question. 

But it doesn’t seem that change needs to be regulated by a 
calendar: Slightly less than half of the respondents said they make 
New Year’s Resolutions at all, and a good number of those readers 
admitted that they don’t really keep the resolutions they do make 
each New Year’s.

More than half either said they change when they need to, 
regardless of when that is, or they laughed off  the whole idea of 
having that kind of self-discipline.

Here’s what we asked you, and what you told us (way back in 2016, 
of course):

The New Year is just around the corner. Will it make any 
di� erence to you?

A. I’ll make some resolutions and try hard to keep them.  26%
B. I’ll make some resolutions and then break them all.  16%
C. I make changes when I need to, not because it’s New Year’s.  

48%
D. I don’t even make changes when I probably should. 10%

Now here’s our next question:

Which of these is closest to your main prediction for the year 
ahead?

A. Most things in my life are likely to stay the same.
B. My family is going to be involved in some big changes.
C. I’m going to become an age that will make me work harder.
D. I’m going to become an age that will give me great privileges.

To answer this question, go to 
http://nextgen.yourhub.com

We asked you, you told us:

New Year’s Resolutions 
aren’t really important

If 2016 seemed longer to you than 
2015, there’s a reason.
In fact, there are two reasons: 2016 

was a leap year, so that, instead of 365 
days long, it was 366 days long.

Plus a second.
You might call that the “second 

reason” it was longer: We tacked on a 
“leap second” New Year’s Eve.

The problem is that, while a day is 
defi ned as 86,400 seconds long, and 
that’s how atomic clocks measure it, the 
Earth slows down a little each day.

An actual Earth day is only 86,399.998 

seconds long because of that slowing, 
which might not matter to you but 
makes a big diff erence to various 
computers around the world that must 
be absolutely synchronized.

So every 500 days, an extra second is 
added to the offi  cial clocks that keep 
precise time around the world.

On New Year’s Eve, that “leap second” 
was added.

It could be worse: In 1972 when the 
system started: They had to add 10 
whole, long seconds to get our planet 
back on schedule!

Did New Year’s Eve seem kind of long to you? Here’s why!

photo/Wouterhagens

Editor’s Note: Due to last week’s special edition, this Sites Alive! episode was delayed.
The newest episode can be found in its usual place on Page 4.
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is produced by 
Denver Post Educational Services

Executive Editor: Dana Plewka
dplewka@denverpost.com

CK Editor: Mike Peterson
coloradokidseditor@gmail.com

We welcome your comments.

For tools to extend the learning in this feature, 
look under “Youth Content” at:

www.ColoradoNIE.com

 eEditions of the Post are
free of charge for classroom use.
Contact us for information on all

our programs.

Denver Post Educational Services
101 W. Colfax Ave.
Denver CO 80202

(303) 954-3974
(800) 336-7678

Stories without bylines were written by the editor.

To read the sources for these stories
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go to http://www.tinyurl.com/ckstorylinks

(see Page Three)

10 right - Wow!

7 right - Great!

5 right - Good 

3 right - See you next time!
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