Newspaper Activities for FCAT Practice

Main Idea / Purpose LAA221, LAA231, LAA241 

1. Assign your students an article they’d like to read in The News-Press. Instruct 

them to read it a second time, this time thinking about what is the main idea of 

the story. What is the topic? Is it a story about a new building, a fund-raiser, a 

giving person, what? Next, have your students draw an octopus on a blank piece 

of paper. Its head should be nice and big, so you can write inside it (Model this 

for your students on the board or on chart paper). Everyone’s octopus should 

have at least five (5) legs. Instruct students to write the main idea of the article 

inside its head. Then, write five (5) supporting details of the main idea in each 

of the octopus’ five arms. 

2. Assign your students to read one of the articles in the Local & State section. What is 

the topic? What is the main idea? Write a statement that says in your own words, 

what is the main idea. 

3. Have your students find a story in the sports section about a game. Using 

information from the article, list the events / plays that happened during the game, 

in the order that they happened...in sequence! Use the information listed on 

below to help your students understand the meaning of “sequence”. 

• Sequence means the order in which things happen or the steps we follow to do something. 

• Clue words like first, then, next & finally help you figure out sequence of events. 

• Some events may take place at the same time. Authors use words like while, meanwhile, or     during to show this. 

• Sometimes events are told out of order. Verb tenses or clue words can show this. 

4. Using information from the weather page, write a TV news forecast for the 

week’s weather. Use the clue words mentioned above (Activity #3) to show the 

order of the days or sequence of weather. If two “weather” things happen on the 

same day, use those other clue words (while, meanwhile, or during). 

5. Find an article in The News-Press that shows you how to do or make something. 

What are the steps in the process? Write down the steps in order (sequence) 

on a separate piece of paper. 

6. Scan the headlines of The News-Press, looking for two different kinds of 

author’s purposes. First, look for an article that you can read quickly for fun. 

The purpose of that article should be to entertain you. Second, find an article 

you would need to read more slowly to understand and take in all the important 

information. The purpose of this article should be to inform you. Maybe people 

interviewed in the article might express their opinions, too. For each article write 2-3 sentences about the author’s purpose and HOW it entertained or informed you about something. 


• An author’s purpose is the reason for writing something. 


• Some purposes for writing are to entertain, to inform, to express and to persuade. 


• Predicting an author’s purpose can help you decide whether to read something slowly and 
 

carefully or quickly for fun. 

7. Read one of the letters to the editor in The News-Press. What was this letter 

writer’s purpose for writing? Summarize the letter in 1-3 sentences and write the 

author’s purpose in 1-2 sentences. If you have time, read another letter to 

discover other purposes for writing letters to the editor. 

8. Most newspaper articles are written to inform. That is the author’s (or 

reporter’s) purpose. Can you find an article (besides the comics) in the 

newspaper that was written to entertain the reader? Write 2-3 sentences to describe how you were entertained or amused by this article. 

9. Editorials and viewpoints in The News-Press are written by the author for the 

purpose of expressing an opinion or persuading on a specific subject or topic. 

Read an editorial or viewpoint in today’s newspaper that interests you. What 

opinions were expressed? Did the author try to persuade you how to think about 

something? How do you think about the subject discussed? Write a paragraph 

summary about the editorial or viewpoint– then write another short paragraph 

about your own opinion on the matter. 

10. Articles in The News-Press are written with many different organizational 

patterns, besides the obvious pyramid style (5 W’s lead, followed by the 

development of these facts & events). You can find Q&A articles, cause & effect 

style (Check editorials/viewpoints for these, too), or chronological order (Feature 

articles about people are great for these...they can be like biographies). As your 

classroom receives The News-Press, challenge your students to locate and name 

these organizational patterns within the articles and writing in The News-Press. 

Then, have them identify how these writing patterns support or develop the 

main idea. 

11. To practice arranging events in chronological order, most newspaper 

articles will suffice, since most are written in the pyramid style, and do not 

necessarily have all events in chronological order…many times, in fact, they’ll go 

from the past to the present and back to the past again. News articles often 

contain “flashbacks” to earlier events, which are connected to the present day 

story. Scan The News-Press ahead of time for your students, looking for 

appropriate stories for this exercise. Assign them one or two stories to tackle 

from The News-Press…instructing them to put all events in chronological order. 

Formatting a timeline might be helpful to some students. 

12. Newspaper editorials are a great source for practicing determining the main 

idea of a text, as well as identifying supporting details and facts. There are 

usually 3 or more editorials or viewpoints in your newspaper every day! For 10th 

graders, the Reading FCAT is most likely to have passages that are essays, 

editorials or articles with graphics. Practice with The News-Press! 

Note: For 10th graders on the Reading FCAT, one pattern of organization that is likely to 

appear is the “journalistic inverted pyramid”. What better place to find and practice with this method of writing than in The News-Press! 

13. The following persuasion devices or propaganda techniques are used in 

advertising, political campaigns, editorials, viewpoints, letters to the editor, etc.: 

Bandwagon: Because everyone is doing it, you should, too.

Card stacking: Telling only one side of the story, as though there is no opposing view

Exigency: Creating the impression that action is required immediately

Flag Waving: Connecting a person, product or cause with patriotism

Glittering Generality: Using positive or idealistic words based on a detail to associate

someone or something with something that is good, valued, desired or pure.

Innuendo: Causing audience to become suspicious of a product, by hinting that negative

information may be kept secret.

Name Calling: Using derogatory words to associate a person or object to something that is bad, feared or distasteful.

Plain Folks: Using the typical “target” person of the ad to communicate the message

Prestige Identification: Showing a celebrity or well-known person to give prestige or credibility.

Red Herring: To highlight minor detail to draw attention away from more important issues.

Snob Appeal: Associating product, person or cause with successful, wealthy, admired

people…connecting the consumer with the “in-crowd”.

Testimonial: Using the testimony of a person to persuade you to think as they do.

Transfer: Linking personal goals or ideals with a product or cause in order to transfer the audience’s positive feelings to it.

Assign your students to find examples of these types of persuasion devices or 

propaganda in the pages of The News-Press. Model this activity by pointing out 

and discussing a few advertisements, editorials, letters to the editor or columns. 

Challenge them to find at least one example for each of the types of propaganda 

techniques listed on this page. Discuss in pairs, small groups or as a whole 

class. 

14. One of many examples of author’s purpose is to express an opinion. 

Show your students the editorial pages of The News-Press. Using the editorials, 

viewpoints and letters to the editor as texts, identify the methods of appeal and 

their effectiveness. What kinds of words are used to express opinions? What 

moods are conveyed? Sarcasm? Outrage? Humor? Gratitude? What is 

clearly stated? What opinions or moods are implied? Discuss in small groups or 

as a whole class.

