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Beauty and the Beast
compelling -- to compel someone is to force them to 
do something; a compelling story is one you can’t stop 
thinking about
riveting -- rivets hold pieces together securely; a rivet-
ing story is one that keeps you “attached” to it.
backstory -- the story that came before the current 
story
henchman -- an assistant to a villain

Vikings
afterlife -- the life that comes after you die
re-enactor -- person who studies history and pretends 
to be from another era

nordic -- having to do with Scandanavia, Finland and 
Iceland
versatile -- able to do many different things

Jasper and the Riddle of Riley’s Mine
Klondike -- region in northwest Canada on the border 
with Alaska
stowaway -- person who sneaks onto a vehicle with-
out paying

 Ancient Skull
Neanderthal -- an extinct species of human named for 
the Neandertal region of Germany
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