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Video game movies have a bad rap for not staying faithful to the 
original, twisting the plot into something entirely different, and 
ultimately not living up to fans’ expectations. 

Thankfully, the new “Sonic the Hedgehog” movie turns that precedent 
around completely, giving us a film that long-
time fans can enjoy as well as people who’ve 
never heard of the blue hedgehog in their 
lives. 

With witty humor and thrilling action 
sequences that the whole family can enjoy, 
“Sonic the Hedgehog” completely lives up to 
the hype.

Forced out of his homeworld by power-
hungry creatures wanting to steal his power, 
Sonic (voiced by Ben Schwartz) moves to 
Earth, living in secret near a small town in 
Montana. 

But after he accidentally causes a giant 
power surge to sweep through the western 
states, Sonic has to partner up with local cop 
Tom Wachowski (James Marsden) to escape 
the clutches of Dr. Robotnik (Jim Carrey) and 
recover his magic rings. 

He must travel to San Francisco, dodging 
Robotnik’s evil inventions along the way. 

Unfortunately, since Earth is no longer safe, 
he has to leave as soon as he’s recovered his rings, so Tom decides to help 
him finish his bucket list on the trip. 

Jim Carrey does a great job of playing Dr. Robotnik and made the whole 
audience laugh with his hilarious mannerisms and goofy shenanigans. 

For a villain, he sure knew a lot of interesting dance moves and the 
contrast between the extreme outfits and the hilarious scenes did the 
original Robotnik complete justice.

It’s also worth mentioning that the first trailer did little to reassure viewers 
that Paramount wasn’t going to “mess up” the movie, and most Sega fans 

were displeased at the way that Sonic was animated. 
Hearing the dissonance the trailer caused, Paramount completely 

reanimated Sonic to look more like his video game self, which appeared in a 
later trailer that fans were much happier about. 

This gesture makes it clear that the movie 
wasn’t just a cash grab, but a film that wanted 
to appeal to the people who have always 
loved Sonic.

This film uses a mixture of lively, laugh-out-
loud comedy and heart-stopping action to 
appeal to both newcomers and people who 
have loved Sonic since his debut game in 
1991. 

For those old fans, there are tons of easter 
eggs calling back to the original games, but 
they don’t get in the way of the movie itself. 

This movie is completely clean and perfect 
for the whole family to enjoy together.

While light-hearted, however, this isn’t a 
movie filled with cheap jokes and no plot. 

The plot matches up with past Sonic 
lore and has the characteristics of a true 
adventure movie. 

I love how this film combines the hilarity 
of a Marvel movie with the self-mockery that 
comes with making a movie about a hyper-
blue alien. 

This movie definitely doesn’t attempt to 
take itself seriously, which keeps the audience 
hooked. 

There was also a small hint at the end 
towards a sequel, alluding to possibly seeing 
more characters from the Sonic universe in 
the future, which fans are excited about.

”Sonic the Hedgehog” defies the bad video game-movie norm and leaves 
the audience with a great impression of the directions Paramount will be 
taking with the little blue hedgehog in the future.
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Younger siblings might enjoy Ritzy Rollerz
Ritzy Rollerz are cute little cars with charms to decorate them. 

They are adorable, but not exactly entertaining for older kids.
The second I saw the Ritzy Rollers set, the 

“Dance N Dazzle Spa,” my first reaction was to gasp. 
It was way more than I expected. 
The set is a big unicorn car that opens up to show a 

spa. 
If you press the button on the hair of the unicorn, it 

plays a song and lights up. 
It also comes with the Ritzy Rollerz car. I got Tori 

Tada, a unicorn. 
The set comes with lots of charms and some 

surprise charms in Tori’s “booty trunk.” 
It even comes with stickers to decorate the floors, 

slides, and walls.
Even though there are a lot of charms, there were 

empty spaces for more charms. The charms are really 
small, but have incredible detail. 

However, I can’t say the same about some of the 
layout. 

The bathtub, for one, really struggles to stay in place. 
That was super annoying.
Another big problem is that, because the door has a spinning stool, it prevents 

the doors from closing unless you take the mirror out and lay it on the floor. 
It’s the same story with the bathtub: You have to angle it in order to get the doors 

to shut. 
This really disappointed me because every time you 

open it back up, you have to arrange everything again. 
After the assembly, I tried playing with the toy. 
It didn’t really entertain me for more than five 

minutes, which was a bummer seeing how cute it was. 
So, I tried it with my younger cousin. She absolutely 

loved it! 
The only part she really knew how to work was the 

bathtub and the brush, but after I showed her how to 
do a little more, she really liked it. 

I think that this is a super cute toy with lots of very 
detailed parts to it, but is much better for younger 
kids. 

Still, it would be a really fun gift to give, and a super 
fun gift for a younger sibling to get. 

Youth Journalism DaY
For Kids ages 8 to 14
Thursday, June 25, 2020

Metropolitan State University of Denver
Cost for the day is $65 and includes breakfast and lunch.

Spend the day with professionals and learn journalism skills:
interviewing, story writing and photography.

Limited to the first 75 students

Register today! Go to ColoradoNIE.com for more details,
FAQs and registration form.

‘Sonic’ defies the video-game odds

By Sylvia Goodman,
14, a CK Reporter 
from Centennial

By Izzie Intriago,
11, a CK Reporter 
from Aurora
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“The Perfect Star” by Rob Buyea is the third 
book in a series following five friends in their 
last year of middle school.  

Although their problems are tough they all have 
terrific friends to help them through it.  

The book follows these five friends: Randi, a really 
good gymnast; Trevor and Gavin, star football players; 
Scott, who starts out as the trainer but doesn’t want to 
play football and Natalie, who stars on the school TV 
news broadcast and wants to be a lawyer. 

When Randi gets hurt doing gymnastics right after 
she makes it into the finals, she gets really mad because 
she has to sit out for the rest of the season. 

Trevor, Scott, and Gavin’s football team doesn’t have 
a coach, though, luckily the previous coach’s daughter 
Mrs. Magenta takes the job. 

Everyone was shocked at first because she was the 
first female football coach (their reactions even made it 
on the local TV news) but eventually they get used to 
her. 

The five friends decide to change things up and make 
a school news broadcast, “The Razzle Dazzle Show,” 
instead of the school newspaper. 

They’re having fun, but then Trevor and Mark, 
another football player and Trevors best friend, get in a 

fight because Mark thinks Trevor is spending too much 
time with Natalie. 

During their next football game, Natalie distracts 
Trevor and he misses the block and Mark gets hurt badly. 

Mark gets mad, stops talking to Trevor and doesn’t 
even go to the school broadcast. 

Then Gavin’s dad gets hurt, and they have to work 
together to raise money to help him. 

Will things ever go back to normal?  
Eventually, the friends find really interesting ways to 

work together to solve everyone’s problems. 
I really liked this book because of the characters 

helping each other through their problems and the way 
they worked together to get through middle school.  

My favorite character was probably Randi because 
she stayed strong even though she was hurt. 

If you like a story about life and sports then you 
should read this book. 

I think Rob Buyea did a great job writing with really 
descriptive words.

Middle-school drama continues in series

Big Nate

By Elise Hoover,
9, a CK Reporter 
from Denver
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Some serious talk about plastic junk
Marcus Eriksen, PhD recently gave a talk at the Den-

ver Museum of Nature and Science about his “Junk 
Raft” voyage.  

Eriksen sailed a raft made from 15,000 plastic bottles, a 
recycled Cessna cockpit and four masts he recovered from a 

junkyard, from Los Angeles to Hawaii. 
He did this to promote awareness about the presence of 

plastic in our oceans and how bad it is for it to be there. 
The voyage was intended to be a stunt to get the world’s 

attention, but ended up defining his career when he found 
bits of plastic in a fish he caught hundreds of miles offshore 
and had planned to eat.

Eriksen said the plastic craze in the United States began in 
the 1950’s, and showed the audience a 1955 Time magazine 
article promoting throwing away one-use plastic. 

Use of disposable plastics, like utensils, straws, cups, plates 
and bags then skyrocketed in the 1990s as it became cheaper 
and easier to produce disposable plastics. 

Eriksen said this massive production of plastics was allowed 
to continue because of misinformation about the issue and 
about its impact on the environment. 

He pointed out that the American economy is a “linear 
economy,” where we extract a resource like oil, make some-
thing out of it, like a plastic bag, use it and then throw it 
away. 

He also talked about how 50% of trash is shipped to China 
because it is cheaper to dispose of it there than to recycle and make a new product 
in the US. 

If we made new products out of the old we would have a “circular economy.” 
There are horrific consequences to this linear economy and its production of 

disposable plastics on our oceans, but also in all other parts of our environment. 
In the oceans today, there are 5.25 trillion particles of plastic, weighing in at 

269,000 tons. 
Fish eat this plastic and we eat the fish.

Sometimes marine animals do not survive long enough 
to be eaten because the microplastics in their systems kill 
them. 

Plastics are also killing animals outside of the oceans. 
Eriksen was shown a dead camel on a trip to the Middle 

East. 
The animal had a trash bundle in its stomach made of 

hundreds of plastic bags that it had eaten thinking they 
were food. 

He then found out from a local veterinarian that over 300 
camels had died similar deaths.  
The most interesting and surprising part of Eriksen’s lecture 
was his solution to the problem of plastic pollution. 

When I have learned about pollution in school or heard 
about it on television, the solution is usually about what 
each of us can do as individuals: reduce, reuse, recycle, don’t 
litter and do compost. 

Eriksen thinks those are all really good things to do, but he 
does not believe it will address the problem. 

He believes the cause of the problem is also the solution, 
and the cause is the companies that produce billions of 
disposable plastic goods and sell them all over the world. 

A single individual can only have so much of an impact, 
but a big company could have a huge influence if it stopped 
using plastic bags in all of its stores all over the world, or 
found a way to reuse the products they sell in the first place 
so all the plastic does not go in the trash. 

Marcus Eriksen wrote a book about the voyage of the Junk 
Raft and what he has discovered about the dangers of plastic 
in our environment.

He also founded a non-profit group called 5 Gyres, dedi-
cated to reducing plastic pollution. 

His book is available at book stores, and you can learn more 
about this organization and how to get involved at https://www.5gyres.org

You can also see several short videos about the trip at his personal website, 
https://www.marcuseriksen.com/

By Aidan Muldoon,
12, a CK Reporter 
from Denver

A single individual can only have 

so much of an impact, but a big company 

could have a huge influence
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Brandon Sanderson created a masterful and imaginative sci-fi world and story 
with “Skyward”, and the new sequel, “Starsight.”

There could be no better book to follow up the 
already skilled novel that is “Skyward,” a teen sci-fi book 
following our hero Spensa. 

She is a strong female protagonist with defining 
qualities.

These two books illustrate the world of Detritus, 
the refuge planet for the handful of humankind that 
remains. 

The humans home base, Igneous, is constantly being 
raided by the Krell, an alien race keeping the humans at 
bay. 

Because of this, people created an air force called the 
DDF to fight off the Krell. 

Spensa’s one dream is to become a starfighter pilot for 
the DDF. 

Her father had been a starfighter pilot and was labeled 
a coward after apparently fleeing from the biggest Krell 
battle in history, but was shot down anyway. 

During her adventures in training to become a pilot, 
she discovers some dark things about her father, things 
that will change her life forever. 

“Starsight” continues this endearing story with new characters and an interesting 
plot line. 

The novel never has to struggle to keep you on your 
toes. 

In “Starsight”, Spensa drives to get a better grasp on 
her mysterious new powers, which she discovered at 
the end of “Skyward,” all while having to infiltrate the 
government behind the Krell. 

Also in that first book, she meets an AI named M-bot 
and finds her very own starship, which play an important 
role in “Starsight.”

The book really demonstrates her inner struggle and 
drive to complete her mission. 

While they are both good novels, it would be difficult 
to properly enjoy “Starsight” without reading “Skyward” 
first. 

They are ideal for age ranges 9 and up, but younger 
kids can still find them appealing. 

Brandon Sanderson plans to have four books in the 
series, but “Starsight” was just published in November 
and he hasn’t started writing the third volume.

The series is highly recommended for sci-fi 
and dystopian lovers; It’s a story of defiance and 
determination, action-packed and mysterious.

If you’ve dreamt of being an astronaut, now is your 
chance!
Well, probably not right now.
But NASA will be accepting applications for its 

astronaut corps in March, with the possibility of 
working in the International Space Station, landing on 
the Moon or flying to Mars with an Artemis mission!

Which gives you a couple of weeks to get a master’s 
degree in a STEM area or pile up 1,000 hours of 
piloting a jet plus get two years of professional 
experience.

So, okay, now isn’t your chance.
But it’s a good time to see what “The Right Stuff” 

that astronauts need really looks like.
After all, if you want to say “I’ve wanted to be an 

astronaut all my life,” you need to start preparing.
The best place to start is in the classroom, where 

excellence in STEM coursework will get you into a 
good college for that master’s degree and at least 
part of a doctorate.

Physics, math chemistry, biology, medical school 
and others will all count, so pick the one you prefer.

But don’t spend so much time studying that you 
get flabby: Regular exercise and maybe playing a 
couple of sports will help get you in shape.

Be ready the next time they’re hiring!

Would you like to swing on a star?

Census Day 2020 is April 1, which is still a few 
weeks away, but there’s a lot of work that needs 
to happen between now and then.

The US Constitution requires that the Census be tak-
en every 10 years in order to be sure that the House of 
Representatives has the correct number of members 
to represent people living in the United States.

The Census count also helps determine things like 
aid to schools that depend on the number of people 
in an area, and it helps track things like poverty to 

help Congress determine where help is needed.
Not every American citizen is counted: If someone 

is a citizen but lives in another country, they are only 
counted if they are government employees or military 
members. 

And Indians who consider themselves members of 
their tribes but not citizens of the United States and so 
do not pay taxes are not counted, though that is not a 
large number of people.

In fact, one of the challenges for Census workers in 
the Southwest and the Dakotas is counting members 
of the tribes there, since some of them live far out in 
the countryside and may not have postal addresses.

Figuring out postal addresses is one of the first steps 
in preparing for the 2020 Census, and an easy way 
to get started will be to mail Census forms to all the 
postal addresses in the country.

If those forms do not come back, either because 
people didn’t fill them out or because the addresses 
were not correct, Census workers have to go to those 
addresses and try to find and count the missing 
people.

That can be a challenge not just in the deserts 

and open plains but in major cities, small towns and 
everywhere.

Another challenge is counting the homeless, and 
that is when April 1 really matters, because it will 
involve looking in shelters, parks and other places that 
homeless people gather.

This will be the first time that the Census Bureau will 
be adding a new tool to their efforts, collecting data 
through social media and the Internet. 

They are currently examining how to protect that 
new effort from hackers or simple errors.

Census Bureau preparing for the count

Sequel stands up to a thrilling, imaginative start

Logo/NASA

Above, 2010 Census Director Robert Groves poses for a 
photo with organizers in Washington, DC. (Photo/US Census Bureau) A census worker in the 2010 Census finds a way to collect 

data from scattered homes in rural Texas. (Photo/US Census Bureau)

On this date in 1930, 24-year-old Clyde Tombaugh discovered a “blink” 
between two photos of the night sky, confirming the existence of the dwarf 
planet Pluto, so our answers this week will begin with “A” for “astronomy.”

1.  Most of these orbiting bodies, like Ceres, are in a belt between Mars and Jupiter.

2.  Greek conqueror known as “The Great,” he lived between 356 and 323 BCE

3.  Actor who played the role of George Costanza on “Seinfeld.”

4.  Seabird with a very long wingspan; sailors say it’s bad luck to harm one

5.  Mars, when he’s in Greece

6.  The main announcer on a news program, or a device to keep a ship from drifting

7.  In 1912, this state became the last of the 48 contiguous states to be admitted to 
the Union.

8.  A very large South American constrictor

9.  Right, acute and obtuse are the most common types of this place where two 
lines meet 

10.  Pagosa Springs is the seat of this Southwest Colorado county
(answers on Page Four)

Rules: Every row across, every column down and each of the six smaller boxes must 
contain numerals 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, one time and one time only.

The solution to this week’s puzzle is on Page 4.
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By Lilli Warneke,
11, a CK Reporter 
from Golden

It’s a story of defiance and determination, 

action-packed and mysterious.
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We welcome your comments.

For tools to extend the learning in this feature, 
look under “Youth Content” at:

www.ColoradoNIE.com

 eEditions of the Post are
free of charge for classroom use.
Contact us for information on all

our programs.

Denver Post Educational Services
5990  Washington St.

Denver CO 80216
(303) 954-3974
(800) 336-7678

Stories without bylines were written by the editor.

(see Page Three)

10 right - Wow!

7 right - Great!

5 right - Good 

3 right - See you next time!

1. asteroids  2. Alexander  3. (Jason) Alexander  4. albatross  5. Ares  
6. anchor  7. Arizona  8. anaconda  9. angle  10. Archuleta

Hot Links to Cool Sites!

NASA’s Space Place
http://tinyurl.com/ckspace

NIE Special Report
http://tinyurl.com/ckniereport

Headline Geography
http://tinyurl.com/ckgeography

Pulse of the Planet
http://tinyurl.com/ckpulseplanet

How to become a CK Reporter!
http://tinyurl.com/COkidsReporter 

To read the sources for these stories
Preparing for the Census

Astronaut Recruiting

go to http://www.tinyurl.com/ckstorylinks
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They make’em tough up in Leadville, which has the highest elevation of any city in the 
United States and quite possibly the most colorful history as well.

So it’s not all that surprising that they’d take a sport like ski joring, in which you ski 
along being pulled by a horse, and turn it not only into a kind of crazy obstacle course but a 
three day festival from March 6 through 8, with all sorts of winter activities.

Leadville Ski Joring is an action-packed sport where a horse and rider race down snow-
packed Harrison Avenue in Leadville’s downtown, pulling a skier who’s holding onto a rope. As 
the horse gallops, the skier flies over jumps and spears rings set up along certain parts of the 
course. It’s a thrilling event to watch or join!

You can ride your horse or ski, bid on a team at the Calcutta auction, or line up on Harrison 
Avenue to watch the excitement! 

Kids can get in on the action, too, and try ski joring behind a snowmobile. Watch the horses 
and skiers on Saturday and Sunday, from noon to 3 p.m. both days!

The festival weekend also includes bike races, ski races and a paintball-biathlon that com-
bines cross-country skiing with, yes, paintball, as well as a film festival and a whole lot more.

Bring your skis, bring your fat-tire bike, bring your sense of humor and adventure.
For more information, visit https://www.leadvilletwinlakes.com/things-to-do-detail/leadville-

ski-joring-crystal-carnival-weekend/

Feb 20, 23
The Colorado Environmental Film Festival (CEFF) is an exciting, inspiring, and energizing 

event that includes world-class environmental films with representatives from local and 
national organizations. CEFF screens feature length and short films by foreign, local and 
young filmmakers.  American Mountaineering Center – 710 10th St. Golden. For schedule 
and information, visit https://ceff.net/

Sunday, March 1
Low-sensory session at Denver Museum of Nature and Science. By limiting attendance 

and by turning down some of the ambient noise, an enjoyable low-sensory morning for 
neuro-diverse children to play with their families. This event is free, but registration is re-
quired. Visit https://www.dmns.org/ for details

Friday, March 6 - Sunday, March 8
Monte Vista Crane Festival. Cranes, raptors, photographers and conservationists come 

together in a weekend of nature-based tours, fun events and serious workshops. For a full 
schedule, visit  https://mvcranefest.org/schedule-2020/

Friday, March 27
Live-action version of “Mulan” opens in Denver theaters. Watch CK for a review!

Free Days! Check the schedule for yourself!
Don’t forget that there are SCFD Free Days at area museums and attractions on a varying 

schedule. Take a look at https://scfd.org/find-culture/free-days/ and plan for the times when 
kids and families can enjoy an experience at no cost, thanks to the Scientific & Cultural Facilities 
District and its participating communities and organizations.

Hidden Treasures
Things we think you wouldn’t want to miss.

CK Calendar

Ski joring, Western style!


