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Link up with humor and feeling
H
ave you ever heard that term “the missing piece
of the puzzle?”
Well, in this case the missing puzzle piece is a
bigfoot named Susan.
Yetis seem like hard things to lose, but in the movie,
“The Missing Link,” Sir Lionel Frost (voiced by Hugh
Jackman), a 19th century adventurer looking for glory,
finds a bigfoot named Susan (Zach Galifianakis), who
is lonely.
Thanks to homo sapiens, all of the rest of Susan’s
kind have been killed.
The unlikely pair of Sir Lionel Frost and Susan team
up to get Susan to her cousins, the yetis.

“The Missing Link” is an animated
comedy, and will make you laugh a lot,
but it also offers real emotion
Armed with wits, courage and a large hairy body,
the two head off to the Himalayas, in search of the lost
city of Shangri-La.
It was only last year that Disney released its own
bigfoot comedy, “Smallfoot,” which focused on a
thriving community of yetis, terrified of humans and
their tiny feet.
You might think that another bigfoot movie
released so soon after “Smallfoot” would not have a lot
of new material to cover, but “The Missing Link” offers
a different take on the old Bigfoot myth by making its
main character, Susan, welcome human contact.
“The Missing Link” is an animated comedy, and will
make you laugh a lot, but it also offers real emotion,
like in the relationship between Sir Lionel Frost and
Susan.
The plot is well-made and new characters or ideas
are clearly introduced to the audience.
“The Missing Link” is not a movie that will have you
guessing what’s going on? Why is this happening?

Those seeking adventure and a show of courage
and heart will really enjoy this movie. The story of
Susan the Bigfoot shows that even though people
might think you’re scary, you can always show people
the happy lovable, hairy side of you and they might
change their minds.
Multiple famous actors voice the main characters in
the film. Besides Hugh Jackman and Zach Galifianakis,
the movie also features Zoe Saldana as Adeliana
Fortnight (a wealthy woman in possession of an
important map) and Emma Thompson as the Yeti
Queen.

The Missing Link is rated PG and has a running time
of one hour and thirty five minutes.
It is appropriate for anyone over the age of five,
although kids seven and older are the most likely to
enjoy it and get the jokes.

By Aidan Muldoon,
11, a CK Reporter
from Denver

‘Big Nate’ creator offers medieval fun, adventure

“M

ax and The Midknights,” by Lincoln
Peirce, creator of “Big Nate,” is a
terrific book falling right in line
with text-and-cartoon books not only like “Big
Nate,” but also “Diary of a Wimpy Kid” and “Dog
Man.”
It starts with the main character, Max. The
book cover appears to have a boy playing a lute
while pointing a arrow, but don’t be fooled: This
is no boy, because Max is a girl.

An outgoing, wild, mysterious, and
troublesome person would like this
book the most.
Her uncle, Burdick is a troubadour, a traveling
entertainer.
While her uncle varies from singing horribly,
being the royal fool for the king, being a duck,
a horse with a duck’s head, and being normal,
Max is on an adventure with her friends and her
uncle, who call themselves the Midknights.
Max and The Midknights go on the journey of
their lifetime experiencing stuff that has never
been experienced.
King Gastly is why they go on their mission.
Mumblin, the old King’s wizard, sends the

Midknights to make things fair like they used to
be.
The Midknights face things that could give
nightmares if they were real.
On their journey they meet bad and good, and
seeking to find what really happened to King
Conrad, the true king of Byjovia.
All the problems they find connect in some
way to the same problem. Their journey is hard
and has a lot of plot twists.
After you start the first couple pages, you
won’t want to stop reading.
Max and the Midknights have courageous and
optimistic personalities.
The book is a page-turning, adventurous, and
brave novel.
I would recommend 2nd grade and up for
“Max and the Midknights,” and that an outgoing,
wild, mysterious, and troublesome person would
like this book the most.

By Ema Perak,
9, a CK Reporter
from Denver

Youth Journalism Day
For Kids ages 8 to 14
Thursday, July 11, 2019 • 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
Metropolitan State University of Denver

Register today! Go to ColoradoNIE.com for more details and Registration form.
Call Dana at 303-954-3974 with questions.
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Get your day off to a smoothie start
W
ith the early morning rush, I’ve found that it helps to have
a breakfast go-to. And what better than a smoothie? To
make this breakfast smoothie, you will need:

Two scoops of Orgain Chocolate Fudge Protein Powder
12 ounces of milk (the recipe calls for almond milk, but we found
that either of them work)
Two spoonfuls of almond butter
One frozen banana (cut in pieces)
A blender
It doesn’t matter the order in which the ingredients go in,
although we like to put the milk in first!
Blend until smooth.
This is a quick recipe that is delicious and holds you
through until lunch. It’s really great for a busy morning!

By Izzie Intriago,
11, a CK Reporter
from Aurora

When fitting in means you should stand out

W

ho will be the next great Paulie Fink?
Ali Benjamin’s “The Next Great Paulie Fink” is an inspirational story
about finding your place in an unfamiliar
community and learning that normal is not always better.
This novel follows Caitlyn Breen, who is an average middle
school student and proud of it.
That is, until her life is flipped upside down by moving to
the small town of Mitchell, Vermont.
In Mitchell, she goes to a new school that is more than
a little unconventional, which leaves her longing for her
previous home.
For starters, part of her science class includes feeding
goats.
And it turns out that the class clown, Paulie Fink, has
vanished.
Her classmates worshipped him like an idol, and they
even built a statue in his honor.
To replace him, Caitlyn’s classmates decide on a
competition, and pick Caitlyn as a judge; although she has
never even met him.
Ali Benjamin does a splendid job of making the book
realistic.
For instance, Caitlyn’s reaction to moving to The Middle of
Nowhere, Vermont, mirrors the way a lot of kids react when
moving into a rural town, not cooperating until they have to.

She is seriously upset and argues with her mother for the next day after they
make the move.
Caitlyn also has a normal reaction to her new, weird
classmates.
She does not talk much to her classmates and goes about
her life without them.
This novel is very funny, with enough jokes to tell for three
hours straight and not get bored.
From the Caitlyn’s classmates’ true stories to fake ones, the
characters certainly have a sense of humor.
“The Next Great Paulie Fink” has a classic “hate the
place, then love the place turn,” and also includes plenty
of commentary in the form of “interview” chapters where
the characters talk about what happened in the previous
chapter.
It is a great book for learning how to change when
everything in your life is turned upside down, if you know
how to read between the lines.
I rate this book a five out of five stars and think it would be
a good fit for ages 7 and up.
By Jerry Krim,
10, a CK Reporter
from Denver

Your chance to sort of help name a sort of a planet
H

ere’s an offer you don’t get every day: A chance to
name a new planet. Sort of.
First of all, “2007 OR10” is not one of the big planets.
It’s only half the size of Pluto, but has enough gravity
to be round, so it qualifies as a dwarf planet, along with
Eris, another dwarf planet in the Kuiper Belt.
The second “sort of” is that people aren’t actually being turned loose to pick a name.
As a reporter at CNN pointed out, that lesson was
learned when the Natural Environment Research Council invited the public to name a research vessel and the
name “Boaty McBoatface” earned more than 10 times as
many on-line votes as the second-place, more dignified
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name that the group finally chose.
This time, astronomers have selected three possible
names for the dwarf planet, in keeping with the overall
rules for naming planets.
Gonggong is a Chinese water god with red hair and
a serpent-like tail, known for creating chaos, causing
flooding, and tilting the Earth.
Holle is a German goddess who is a patroness of
women and household crafts, especially spinning.
Vili is a Nordic deity who, with his brothers Odin and
Vé, defeated frost giant Ymir and used Ymir’s body to
create the universe.
illustration/NASA
To vote, go to https://2007or10.name/

A question of natural talent versus confidence

“N

ikki On The Line,” by Barbara Carroll Roberts, is a fabulous story with a
layered plot and relatable characters.
The story is about Nikki an eighth grade girl
who loves to play basketball.
In fact, Nikki is trying out for Club Ball so that she can
play varsity in high school. But during the tryouts Nikki
finds a big problem: Everyone in the gym is taller then
her!
But these players aren’t just tall, they have skills too.
Her friend Adria and Kate are tall.
Kim-Ly is fast and can easily steal the ball.
Taj is a good shot blocker.
Maura can steal the ball.
Linnae has a great jump shot, and JJ is aggressive.
During the tryouts, JJ takes Nikki off guard with a comment about her two different colored eyes.
Nikki wonders if she is good enough to make the team.
But things are also heated at home.
If Nikki makes the expensive team, in order to play she
will have to babysit her brother, Sam, every single day.
Also, she has a genetics project that she can’t do because of the fact that she doesn’t know her dad.
So now Nikki has to do another project and she
chooses height inheritances.
While doing the project, she realizes that she is two
inches shorter than the average basketball player.
It makes her wonder if she has any choice in what she is
good at, or if genetics has it all planned out for her.
So when Nikki gets selected for the team, she wonders,
can she play at this new level?
And is basketball really worth all the sacrifices?
I really enjoyed this book.

It was a book about basketball, and even though I don’t play basketball or know
too much about it, I was still able to follow it.
It has a great message and characters that I could
relate to.
It also was super innocent and there was no unnecessary drama.
This book does have some science words that I didn’t
understand, but they aren’t a big part of the story so it
was okay.

It has a great message and characters that
I could relate to. It also was super innocent
and there was no unnecessary drama.
This was a book that was easy to follow along with.
I would recommend it more to 4th grade and up
because even though it is innocent, it did mention some
things that most 3rd graders don’t know yet.
This is a great book for basketball players because it
talks a lot about basketball.
But for anyone, this is a excellent story.

By Izzie Intriago,
11, a CK Reporter
from Aurora

Mozambique fights cholera in wake of storm

L

ast month, the southeastern African nation
of Mozambique was hit by what experts
are saying was one of the most violent
cyclones -- what we would call a hurricane -- in
the history of the Southern Hemisphere.
About a thousand people died in the storm in
Mozambique and neighboring Zimbabwe, and
workers are still working through the flooded
region to find and identify the victims of the
storm.
But the passing of Cyclone Idai was only the
beginning of problems for people in the storm
area.
The flooding, loss of electricity and other
storm impacts have made clean water a precious
thing in the region, and with dirty water come
diseases.
The biggest problem in Mozambique now is
cholera, a disease that is spread from person to
person through dirty water.
Clean drinking water is a problem throughout
Third World countries, but even places with
good public services are hurting in Idai’s wake.
The damage included flooding in areas where
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there are no sewers, so that bathroom waste
goes into septic tanks or cesspools, as well as in
rural areas with outhouses.
Once floodwaters hit those places and washed
the filth into creeks and rivers, it became hard
for people to find clean water and easy for diseases to spread, even in areas that normally had
good water systems.
In the city of Beira, which has a population
of a half million people, clean water should be
available, but, due to storm damage, less than
two-thirds of homes there currently have water.
The United Nations is working to raise $282
million to assist Mozambique in rebuilding its
water systems and in providing medical care for
its people.
With proper care, people who come down
with cholera will usually recover within a few
days.
However, there have now been more than
4,000 cases of cholera and seven deaths in
Mozambique, and unless people there can be
properly treated for the disease, health workers
fear the death toll will rise.
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1. This fairy tale girl was named for the vegetable her father stole from a witch’s
garden, forcing his daughter to be locked up in a tower.
2. This type of caribou can be domesticated and trained to pull sleighs.

3

3. The hard to spell, easy to say capital of Iceland
4. Arapahoe High graduate who starred in “Because of Winn-Dixie,” “Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory,” and “Soul Surfer.”

6
5

5. The vegetable called “daikon” in Japanese is a form of this popular root vegetable.
6. A casino game in which a ball is tossed onto a spinning wheel with numbered slots.

2

3

(AP Photo/Tsvangirayi Mukwazhii)

Chancelor Jonathan Bennett turns 26 today, so our answers this week will
begin with “R” for “Rapper,” as in “Chance the Rapper.”

2
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A health worker in the city
of Beira explains to a local
woman how to use water
purification medications in
order to protect her family
from cholera.

7. A sport related to soccer, except that the ball is carried in the hands and is battled
over in a “scrum.”

5

Rules: Every row across, every column down and each of the six smaller boxes must
contain numerals 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, one time and one time only.
The solution to this week’s puzzle is on Page 4.

8. A simple wooden flute with eight holes, it comes in descant, alto, tenor and bass.
9. Eagle County town famous for the bridge that carries US 24 over the Eagle River.
10. Golden, Chesapeake Bay or Labrador

Counting germs on the Int’l Space Station

S

ometimes science can be surprising, and, other
times, it isn’t surprising at all.
But it doesn’t have to be amazing to be important.
Still, when a report came out about bacteria and
other microorganisms on in the International Space
Station, some of the news coverage treated it as an
astonishing, disgusting thing, comparing the ISS to a
dirty toilet or worse.
But the researchers themselves did not seem
particularly surprised at what they found.
As they wrote in the report, the ISS is a closed
environment that, for 17 years, has hosted a mix of
people from a variety of places.
Even a locker room on Earth can be aired out from

time to time, but the ISS is, of course, sealed, so it’s
not surprising that whatever bacteria and fungus
were there when it launched or have come aboard
with astronauts since, are still there and growing.
The purpose of their study wasn’t to gross anybody
out, or even to find a way to kill off all those microbes.
Rather, astronauts in space may not be able to fight
off infections as easily as people on Earth, and, as we
prepare for long-term voyages to Mars or the Kuiper
Belt, it’s important to know what health risks the
people involved are likely to face.
Anyway, you probably don’t want to know how much
microscopic crud has gathered on your school bus, but
photo/Richard Muir
at least you can open a window.
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(answers on Page Four)

The Crown and the Colliers
Chapter Five -- Prisoners!

Our story so far: Gabe, Jed, Siegfried and Prince Rupert paused to eat lunch, but a band of Short rebels burst
out of the bushes and are holding their swords at Rupert’s throat.)

T

Hot Links to Cool Sites!
NASA’s Space Place
http://tinyurl.com/ckspace

NIE Special Report
http://tinyurl.com/ckniereport

Headline Geography
http://tinyurl.com/ckgeography

Pulse of the Planet
http://tinyurl.com/ckpulseplanet

How to become a CK Reporter!
tinyurl.com/COkidsReporter

To read the sources for these stories
Name that planet
Mozambique fights cholera
ISS bacteria count

go to http://www.tinyurl.com/ckstorylinks
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(see Page Three)
10 right - Wow!
7 right - Great!
5 right - Good
3 right - See you next time!
1. Rapunzel 2. reindeer 3. Reykjavick 4. Anna-Sophia Robb 5. radish
6. roulette 7. rugby 8. recorder 9. Red Cliff 10. retriever
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here was no chase.
As Siegfried started up the
horses, two Shorts came out
from the bushes and stepped in
front of the wagon. They grabbed
the horses’ bridles and brought
them to a halt. “Step down,” one of
them ordered.
Jed had dropped his sword on
the ground, and, as Gabe and
Siegfried climbed down from the
wagon, the Shorts backed away
from Rupert and allowed him to
stand. They took his musket, and
Jed’s, and flung them into the
river, along with Jed’s sword.
The Short who had ordered Siegfried and Gabe out of the wagon appeared to be the
leader of the group. “Why are you here, boy?” he asked Rupert.
“We were going to the colliers’ camp to buy charcoal,” Siegfried spoke up. “These soldiers
just came along for the hunting.”
The Short laughed. “‘These soldiers?’” he repeated. “Do you think we don’t know this
young jackanapes?” he tilted a head at Rupert, then waggled a warning finger at Siegfried.
“Let the prince answer for himself.”
“The old blacksmith tells the truth,” Rupert said. “He and the other fellow were going for
charcoal. We just came along. I wanted to see what was here.”
“You haven’t wanted to see what was here since your half-sister was lost,” the Short
replied. “It’s been more than a dozen years since you bothered to come see what was
here.”
“It’s been 14 years,” Rupert said. “I was not quite a year old. I’ve no memories of the
princess, or of this part of the country.”
“Whose idea was it for you to come here now, after all this time?” the Short began to ask,
but one of the others cut him off.
“Let’s save that,” he suggested.
The leader nodded. “Blindfold them and let’s go,” he said.
The Shorts bound all four prisoners, tied strips of cloth across their eyes and then loaded
them into the empty wagon, tying Rupert and Jed’s horses to the tailgate. Two Shorts
climbed up on the wagon box and the wagon continued up the road.
“Where are you taking us?” Rupert demanded.
The leader, who was walking alongside, chuckled grimly. “If we wanted you to know that,
we’d let you see, wouldn’t we?”
Siegfried shifted uncomfortably on the floor of the wagon. “Well, if you wanted us at the
colliers’ camp, you could have just waited there for us,” he growled, to the laughter of the
Shorts.
“It’s moved since last season,” the driver said. “We finished cutting that hillside and moved
on. Where you thought you were going to buy charcoal, you’d have found nothing but a
pile of dirt and ashes, and a few abandoned huts.”
Indeed, moments later, the prisoners could feel the wagon jolt off the main road and
onto rough ground, pitching from side to side and always tilting upward as it continued
into the mountains. They continued to move forward on this rough new road until, after a
few more hours, they came to a swift stream.
There the Shorts stopped the wagon, untied their captives, undid their blindfolds and
led the men through the icy waters of the stream that tumbled down from a mountain
glacier.
On the other side, a trail led up over one more hill, then down to a valley where a ring of
small huts with walls of woven willow branches and roofs of thatch, were arranged around
a wide circle in which the turf had been cut away to reveal bare earth.
In the middle of this circle, a tall, straight pole stood, like the mast of a ship. Around its
base, a few bundles of wood stood on end, leaning against it, but the building of the pile
had only just started. The Short colliers working in the dirt circle laid down their tools and
paused to stare at the prisoners.
Between the houses were stacks of wood, cut over the winter and waiting to be split and
bundled into just the right sizes for the great pile. More colliers with axes stepped forward
from these stacks.
One building was larger than the others, and stood slightly apart from them. It was
to this that the Shorts led the four captives. As they approached, the door opened and
six Short men came out, one of them wearing a medallion around his neck that clearly
marked him as an important person.
He had barely stepped through the door when Siegfried exclaimed, “My stars! It is you!”
“Yes!” he said, “Kurt the wheelwright! And you are Siegfried, my old friend!”
He quickly stepped forward and enveloped the old smith in a bear hug, then turned
to the assembly around him. “My friends, this is Siegfried, smith to our late king and the
finest craftsman I have ever known! Everything I know about working with iron, I learned
at his forge, and much that I know about life, I also learned from him!”
“I had no idea you were living with the colliers, Kurt,” Siegfried said.
“And now you see me, my wise friend,” Kurt said.
“Let me introduce you to my companions,” Siegfried said. “This is Crown Prince Rupert,
whom you were expecting. And a soldier traveling with him, Jed.” Kurt nodded solemnly
to the two Talls, then turned to Gabe.
“And this lad is the son of a man you also knew around my forge,” Siegfried said. “This is
Gabe, son of Rolf, the king’s huntsman.”
It was Kurt’s turn to be astonished. “I heard that Rolf had a son,” he said, and then paused
for a moment, looking Gabe up and down. “You look to be a fine lad. A fine lad, indeed.
Come, give me a hug for your father’s sake!”
And as the Short chieftain reached out for him, one of the colliers shouted, “Three cheers
for the son of Rolf!”
Text copyright 2004, Mike Peterson -- Illustrations copyright 2004, Clio Chiang

For a teaching guide, go to http://tinyurl.com/ckserial
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