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It’s Summer Reading Time!
To get your summer reading off to a good start, here are some recent books our reviewers enjoyed.
You’ll find them at your local library or bookstore. Happy reading and have a great summer!
“Becoming Madeleine” by
Charlotte Jones Voiklis and Lena Roy
This biography of
Madeleine L’Engle
was written by her
granddaughters,
Charlotte Jones Voiklis
and Léna Roy. Using
never-before-seen
archival materials
that include photographs, poems,
letters, and journal entries from when
Madeleine was a child until just after
the publication of her classic, “A Wrinkle
in Time.”
I would strongly recommend this book
to fans of Madeleine LeEngle’s work,
biography-lovers, and anyone who enjoys
a good book. -- Margaux Dempsey

lessons--but all that changes when her
father is accused of scamming hundreds
of people out of their investments.
She and her brother are exiled to their
estranged aunt and uncle’s house in a
run-down part of town until the trial
blows over.
Throughout the book, the author was
able to create realistic scenarios that both
Annie and Jay had to live through.
I also appreciated the detail and
elaborate descriptions of every setting,
which enabled me to clearly picture
every one. It was a great read. I enjoyed
the realistic characters and the in-depth
details. It quickly became a favorite of
mine. -- Avery MacKenzie

“Nikki On The Line” by Barbara
Carroll Roberts
“Far Away” by Lisa Graff
Thirteen-year-old
CJ’s Aunt Nic is a
Nikki Doyle’s dreams of
psychic medium who
becoming a basketball
tours the country
great feel within reach
speaking to spirits from
when she’s selected to
Far Away, passing on
play on an elite-level
messages from the
club team. But in a
dearly departed. And
league with taller, stronger, and faster
CJ knows firsthand how girls, Nikki suddenly isn’t the best point
comforting those messages can be -guard. In fact, she’s no longer a point
Aunt Nic’s Gift is the only way CJ can talk guard at all, which leaves her struggling
to her mom, who died just hours after
to figure out who she is and how she fits
she was born. So when CJ learns that she in.
won’t be able to speak to her mother
I really enjoyed this book. It was a book
anymore, even with Aunt Nic’s help, she’s about basketball, and even though I don’t
determined to find a work-around.
play basketball or know too much about
Lisa Graff creates lovable characters, a
it, I was still able to follow it. It has a great
complex plot, and makes ordinary phrases message and characters that I could relate
have a deeper impact, which of course
to. It also was super innocent and there was
connects her with the reader exceptionally no unnecessary drama. -- Izzie Intriago
well. I’d definitely recommend it to ages 11
and up. -- Thatcher Mulholland
“Alex Rider: Secret Weapon” by
Anthony Horowitz
“Lovely War” by Julie Berry
Follow Alex through
The World War II
a series of short
story of a classical
stories, as he infiltrates
pianist from London,
a terrorist hideout
a British would-be
in Afghanistan,
architect-turnedfights to prevent an
soldier, a Harlem-born
assassination attempt
ragtime genius in
at a ski resort over Christmas, and more!
the U.S. Army, and
Honestly, all of the books in the series
a Belgian orphan with a gorgeous
are very good but this is my favorite ...
voice and a devastating past is told
because there is less exposition and more
by goddess Aphrodite, who must spin
action. ... When you squeeze 7 plots into a
the tale or face judgment on Mount
336 page book, you don’t have room for
Olympus
much other than the interesting parts. -I would recommend it to readers 12+
Jack Vanourek
because it includes some violence and
racist terms. ... I personally love how this
“Parkland Speaks” edited by MSD
book is narrated by Greek gods that tell
teacher Sarah Lerner
this story in different perspectives (like
The students of
love, war, and death). -- Ellie Perak
Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School
“Testimony From Your Perfect Girl”
share their emotional
by Kaui Hart Hemmings
journeys that began
Annie Tripp
on February 14, 2018.
has everything
This revealing and
she needs-unfiltered look at
Italian sweaters,
teens living in the wake of tragedy is a
vintage chandelier poignant representation of grief, anger,
earrings, and
determination, healing, and hope. The
elite ice skating
collection includes poetry, eyewitness

accounts, letters, speeches, journal
entries, drawings, and photographs.
I absolutely love “Parkland Speaks.” It’s
very sad that it had to be written in the
first place, but ... all of the writing in the
book was exquisite, and the photos added
a nice touch. After reading I now know the
full story and am inspired to help make
change. -- Maya Fahy
“Hunt for the Mad Wolf’s Daughter“
by Diane Magrus
(Sequel) After
attempting a daring
rescue of her war-band
family, Drest learns
that Lord Faintree’s
traitorous uncle has
claimed the castle for
his own and convinced
the knights that the lord has been slain
by her hand. Now with a hefty price on
her head, Drest must find a way to escape
treacherous knights.
Sometimes the book moves really fast
and you don’t know how the characters
got from one place to another. The
vocabulary is pretty simple, but it is violent
and can be a little scary or intense. Despite
the flaws, this book is an terrific sequel,
full of great imagery and description! ...
I would totally recommend this book to
everyone third grade and up. But for it to
make any sense, read “The Mad Wolf’s
Daughter” beforehand. -- Macy Gardner
“Mya’s Strategy to Save the World”
by Tanya Lloyd Kyi
Mya Parsons runs
her school’s social
justice club with her
best friend, Cleo. Her
lifelong desire is to
work for the United
Nations and change

the world, and then bask in all the
ensuing adulation. Her more immediate
desire is to get a phone, preferably one
like Cleo’s, with a leopard-print case
to match. When her dad and mom say
no, Mya launches a campaign to prove
herself reliable and deserving.
“Mya’s Strategy to Save the World”
provides several highlights of what
middle school can be like, from facing
peer pressure to having to cope with little
siblings. It is easy to put yourself in Mya’s
shoes and understand everything she’s
going through. I would recommend this
book for kids in middle school, as they
would find it the easiest to relate to. -Nandi Strieker
“The Promise of Change” by Jo Ann
Allen Boyce and Debbie Levy
In 1956, one year
before federal troops
escorted the Little
Rock 9 into Central
High School, fourteenyear-old Jo Ann Allen
was one of twelve
African-American
students who broke the color barrier
and integrated Clinton High School
in Tennessee. At first things went
smoothly for the Clinton 12, but then
outside agitators interfered, pitting the
townspeople against one another.
It showed me how America wasn’t
always a “free country” but that it also
had some dark past within the last
century. This book would be great for
a teacher to read to his or her students
during Black History Month. It would be
good for ages 11-100, the reason being
there are some bad words and it’s a roller
coaster of emotions going from sad and
angry to happy and excited within a page.
-- Christopher Smit
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Thursday, July 11, 2019 • 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
Metropolitan State University of Denver

Register today! Go to ColoradoNIE.com for more details and Registration form.
Call Dana at 303-954-3974 with questions.
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Putty puzzles offer sticky challenges

“C

or a blocker on the plastic board), you should
keep each color separate, or you might not be
able to fully separate the colors from each other.
The deck of cards has four divisions: Beginner,
intermediate, advanced, and expert.
The range of each level is mammoth. While
one puzzle will be hard, the next will have you
laughing at the easiness.
The difference in the difficulty of the sections
is inconsistent, so if you put the puzzles in order
from easiest for you to hardest you might have
expert cards next to beginner cards.
The puzzles will perplex you and leave your
brain exhausted.
(However, your arms might get sore from pulling
the putty colors apart!)
All-in-all, this is a great toy that I would
recommend for ages 8 and up and rate eight
out of ten.

razy Aaron’s Thinking Putty Puzzle”
advertises as an easy-to-use toy that
was designed to test your brain, and it
certainly turned out well.
The puzzle comes with six colors of Thinking
Putty, a board to solve the puzzles on, three
blockers, three bridges, and a deck of 60 cards.
However, I would not recommend it for ages
seven and below because of hazardous small
parts and inedible putty.
The puzzle is similar to the digital app “Flow
Free,” though that app does better than “Crazy
Aaron’s Thinking Putty Puzzle” in terms of variety,
because you can use more than six colors and
there are significantly more than 60 puzzles.
Both games use many different colors, but the
putty, unlike the digital app, can be used like
Play-Doh. However, if you use it this way, be sure
not to mix colors.
The puzzle upstages the app when you take a
non-digital day or lay off the phone for a while.
The putty sticks a little too well to the plastic
bags that it comes with and the plastic board that you solve the puzzles on. This
makes it a nuisance getting out of the package, but lets you affix it to the board
without accidentally detaching.
As each puzzle covers the entire area of the board (except when you have a bridge

By Jerry Krim,
10, a CK Reporter
from Denver

Big Nate
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1. A stringed instrument slightly larger than a violin but much smaller than a bass.
2. Italian city famous for its canals

3
6

Exactly 100 years ago today, the US Congress approved the 19th Amendment
which would give women the right to vote, and sent it out to the states to be
ratified, so our answers this week will begin with “V” for “Vote.”

3. Speed, or, for technical use, speed in a particular direction

4

2

5. Aphrodite, in Rome
6. Excessive pride

3
4

4. In a short story by Washington Irving, he slept for 20 years.

7. The largest city in British Columbia, it’s about 200 miles north of Seattle, Washington.

1

6

Rules: Every row across, every column down and each of the six smaller boxes must
contain numerals 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, one time and one time only.
The solution to this week’s puzzle is on Page 3.

8. Another term for an herbivore, especially one who is human
9. Author of “The Polar Express” and “Jumanji”
10. Quart, cubic foot and liter are all units of this.

Bangladesh halts fishing for two months

T

he Bengal Delta forms a large part of Bangladesh,
pouring the waters of several major rivers into
the Bay of Bengal.
It’s not surprising, then, that fishing is not only a
major economic activity in Bangladesh but also a
major food source for the nation.
But overfishing is a problem there, just as it is in
many other seacoast areas, and the government has
moved to prevent all fishing in their portion of the
Bay of Bengal for 65 days every year, from May 20
until July 23.
That is the breeding season for most of the sea
life in the bay, which includes 475 species of fish, 36
species of shrimp, 15 species of crab, seven species of

squid, five species of turtle and 301 species of snail
and oyster.
State Minister for Fisheries and Livestock Ashraf
Ali Khan Khasru explained the problem in a press
release: “These resources will deplete one day if we
do not use them sustainably. We should let fish grow
and breed. Otherwise, we will have to suffer in the
future.”
However, the ruling has upset many fishermen
in the region who worry that they will suffer in the
present, both from lack of income and from lack of
food during the non-fishing season.
They say the rice the government offers as help is not
enough to feed their families. photo/Balaram Mahalder
The Denver Post • 2

(answers on Page Three)

The Crown and the Colliers
Chapter Twelve -- An Explanation
Our story so far: While rushing the poisoned Princess to the city, the Shorts are overtaken by mounted
Ruritanian soldiers led by Prince Karl.

C
Hot Links to Cool Sites!
NASA’s Space Place
http://tinyurl.com/ckspace

NIE Special Report
http://tinyurl.com/ckniereport

Headline Geography
http://tinyurl.com/ckgeography

Pulse of the Planet
http://tinyurl.com/ckpulseplanet

How to become a CK Reporter!
tinyurl.com/COkidsReporter

To read the sources for the story on
Bangladesh fishing limits

go to http://www.tinyurl.com/ckstorylinks
For more book reviews, visit
https://nextgen.yourhub.com/
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(see Page Three)
10 right - Wow!
7 right - Great!
5 right - Good
3 right - See you next time!
1. viola 2. Venice 3. velocity 4. (Rip) Van Winkle 5. Venus 6. Vanity
7. Vancouver 8. vegetarian (or vegan) 9. (Chris) Van Allsburg
10. volume

aptain Stahl stood
on the city wall over
the gate, shouting
down to Prince Karl, whose
soldiers surrounded the
city. “On behalf of Her
Majesty, I demand an
explanation!”
“And you shall have
one,” the Prince shouted
back. “We have set up a
tent, here,” and he waved
his arm to show the tent
his men had pitched 100
yards from the gate.
“That wagon,” and
he pointed down the road to where the wagon bearing the unconscious Princess was
approaching the city, “will be here in a few minutes. By then, you will have sent out doctors
from your hospital with everything they need to treat wurgerweed poisoning.
“Now, let me explain this trumpeter,” the Prince went on. “He is going to start blowing blasts
on his trumpet, one every two minutes. When he has blown 15 notes, if the doctors are not
in the tent and ready to begin, we shall set fire to all your wheat fields. When he reaches 25
notes, if they have not begun work, we shall drive off your livestock, cut down your orchards,
uproot your vineyards and put the torch to your city.”
He paused. “I hope that is enough of an explanation, my dear Captain Stahl, but, in case
it is not, let me explain one more thing: If by some stroke of bad luck, the young woman in
that wagon should die, your city will be destroyed and I promise you that I will level it so
completely that, when I am finished, I will be able to blindfold my horse, mount him and ride
across it from one end to the other and he shall not so much as stumble.”
By the time the trumpeter had blown eight notes, the doctors had set up their equipment
and the Princess had been carried into the tent for treatment. Guards were placed around the
tent and Prince Karl ordered a meal for himself and the Shorts in a second tent his soldiers had
pitched.
Just before noon, two guards approached the Prince’s gathering with a Tall doctor walking
between them.
“Which of you is the doctor?” he asked. Heinrich stood, and the doctor stepped over and
shook his hand. “You ordered the young woman packed in ice? You saved her life, my friend.
Extraordinary work! How on earth did you know to do that?”
“In truth, it wasn’t my idea,” Heinrich said. “That is, I did order it, but this young man
suggested it,” he nodded to Gabe, “and it was another young man … but he’s not here. He
knew some story about a hunter …”
The Tall doctor nodded. “Yes, that’s the only case I’ve seen that is at all similar. Well, however
it happened, you saved that young woman’s life. It was quite amazing!”
“She will live?” Kurt asked.
“Oh, she’ll be as good as new in a few days!” the doctor declared.
“The ice, was it too cold?” Gabe asked.
“She’ll be as good as new and with all her toes and fingers,” the doctor smiled. “She’ll peel off
some skin, a bit more than from a bad sunburn, but there was no real frostbite. She was very
lucky all around!”
A guard came into the tent. “Majesty! A messenger from the Emperor!”
“Oh, good,” Prince Karl said. “I’ve been expecting him!”
And everyone who had been sitting stood as he got out of his own chair.
The imperial messenger turned out to be Jed, who came clad in the Imperial colors, and
handed a sealed document to the Prince.
As the Prince broke the seal and read it, Jed turned to Gabe with a shrug. “Until I left this
place, I never knew what that uniform meant to people,” he hissed. “Everybody I ran into out
there wanted to either beat me up or throw me in jail! You should have seen me trying to get
into his place!” He nodded in the direction of the Prince, who stopped reading long enough to
cock an eyebrow back at him.
“Well, as long as you’ve got that impressive new uniform, let’s see how it works,” he said. “Do
you read, young man?”
“Yes, Majesty,” Jed replied.
“Good.” Prince Karl handed the document back to him, then walked to the front of his tent
and gestured for his trumpeter, “Announce the Imperial Herald,” he ordered.
Jed and the trumpeter walked down the road until they were standing under the gates of
the city. The trumpeter blew a call that brought a crowd of soldiers, and Captain Stahl, to the
wall.
Jed opened the document and scanned it for a moment before reading in a loud, clear
voice.
“By Order of His Majesty the Emperor: There will be in this place convened a court of inquiry
in two days. The presiding judge shall be His Grace the Archbishop of Mainz, whose army is
directed to keep the peace during the period of this inquiry. The subject of this inquiry … ”
But as his eyes saw the words, Jed stopped a moment.
He took a deep breath and began again:
“The subject of this inquiry shall be: Did Her Majesty Queen Ingrid 14 years ago order and
conspire to bring about the murder of the Princess Kristina, rightful heir to the throne, and
did she in recent days, upon learning that the Princess was still alive and about to claim that
throne, order her son, Rupert, pretender to the title of Crown Prince, to attempt yet again to
murder the true heir? And was she aided and assisted in these high crimes and misdemeanors
by Captain Stahl of the Queen’s Own Guards?”
Jed cleared his throat and finished. “Let none obstruct this inquiry, upon pain of death.
Declared this day at Augsburg by His Majesty the Emperor.”
Text copyright 2004, Mike Peterson -- Illustrations copyright 2004, Clio Chiang

For a teaching guide, go to http://tinyurl.com/ckserial
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