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When I went to the press screening of “The 
Sun Is Also A Star,” I wasn’t too sure if I would 
like it or not, but I was pleasantly surprised. 

It is a movie about two teenagers whose paths cross 
when Daniel (Charles Melton) saves Natasha’s (Yara 
Shahidi) life. 

Daniel, the son of South Korean immigrants, 
believes things are “meant to be,” but when he meets 
Natasha, who does not believe in destiny, he only 
has one hour to make her fall in love with him and to 
convince her that love exists.

The story takes place in New York City, so it’s a fun 
setting. 

Throughout the movie, you follow the two along 
their journey, stopping at lots of different locations 
along the way. 

The way it is put together, you feel like you’re 
actually in New York with them, which is really neat. 

The unique cinematography, sounds effects, and 
ever changing locations are really the icing on the 
cake. They set the tone for the whole movie. 

The bustling city noises and calming parks transport 
you to the city, and it’s really cool how they tie several 
stories into one.

You don’t have to watch it in a theater, you could 
see it at home, but the theater really enhances the 
film, making you feel like you are a part of it. 

The huge New York City skyline is so beautiful. I’d 
say if you can see it at the theater, it’s worth it.

Daniel’s charming character and Natasha’s sassy 
personality compliment each other nicely and create a 

lot of funny moments. 
The whole theater was drawn in the whole time. You 

never get bored.
The two are both navigating their lives and figure 

out their career paths, so the movie has two main 
messages: “Open your heart up to destiny,” and “Be 
true to yourself.”

I really like how it is a love story being told but has 
so many important messages tied up in one.

Natasha starts to like Daniel, but there’s a problem: 
Her family is being deported the next day. 

The two scramble to try and reverse it, and, 
meanwhile, Daniel doesn’t give up on making her fall 
for him. 

Will they succeed? Will they fall in love?

You’ll have to watch the movie to find out.
There is only a little bit of swearing and 

inappropriate language, and violence only once. 
I would say it depends on the kid, but it’s probably 

fine for most kids ages 11 and up, though the older 
they are the more enjoyable the film will be for them. 

I would definitely recommend “The Sun is Also a 
Star” to anyone who is looking for a fun and comedic 
romance. 
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In “1919 - The Year That Changed America,” by 
Martin W. Sandler, he tells the exact truth:  

“Every so often there is a year when events 
converge in surprising ways. And there wasn’t 
anything like 1919.”

The year 1919 has to be one of the most 
eventful years yet. 

Some of these events are world-shaking, and 
some are just interesting and unique to learn 
about. 

These include the Great War (World War I) 
devastating the population, the Great Molasses 
Flood, women getting the right to vote, the Red 
Summer, the Red Scare, a lot of strikes, and “a 
noble experiment.”

This non fiction book explains all these 
surprising events in great detail as you learn 
about the year that happened a century ago, 
1919.

Did you know that during the Great Molasses 
Flood of 1919, about 12,000 tons of the stuff 
flooded the area in Boston, Massachusetts? 

Do you know that it took 70 years for women 
to get the right to vote? 

Have you ever heard of the Red Summer or 
the Red Scare? 

Are you eager to learn about them? 
There are many more interesting events and 

facts that you can discover by reading “1919 - 
The Year That Changed America”.

“1919 was a world-shaking year,”  Sandler 
says, and the book taught me a ton of 
interesting things about the year 1919. 

I would recommend this novel to readers 
10+, because it’s a more challenging non-
fiction book. 

But, if you enjoy reading non-fiction, 
informative books, then I would definitely 
encourage you to read it. 

Youth Journalism Day
For Kids ages 8 to 14

Thursday, July 11, 2019 • 7:30 am to 5:00 pm
Metropolitan State University of Denver

Register today! Go to ColoradoNIE.com for more details and Registration form.
Call Dana at 303-954-3974 with questions.

Charm, sass meet in New York City

By Maya Fahy,
13, a CK Reporter 
from Longmont
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The two are both navigating their lives 

and figure out their career paths, so 

the movie has two main messages: 

“Open your heart up to destiny,” 

and “Be true to yourself.” 

By  Ellie Perak,
12, a CK Reporter 
from Denver

A century ago, there was a year like no other

Some of these events are world-

shaking, and some are just interesting 

and unique to learn about. 
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Spectrum News is a 24/7 local news channel that 
is available on channel 1 in more than 13 cities 
in the United States including New York, Los 

Angeles, and even Honolulu. 
They are a growing part of local news business and 

are big believers in the value of local journalism. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to visit California 

and take a look at the new Spectrum LA News studio. 
It was full of surprises and I learned a lot about 

the differences between journalism in the television 
format and the writing format. 

I saw how a really new station operates, and it had 
many aspects of production. 

They have areas for scheduling, filming, and even 
logging which moves basketball stars did for replay. 

Everything was a well-oiled machine.
They have programs about weather, politics, pop 

culture, and many more. 

Each covers different issues and events happening 
in modern society. They also air live surfing from 
Hawaii, which is on all the time.

Their political program, “Inside the Issues,” anchored 
by Alex Cohen, focuses on dilemmas facing our 
country and other places around the world. 

Some of these include beach erosion, 
transgenderism, the current opioid crisis, the death 
penalty, and even Coachella.

Many of their journalists work in multimedia, which 
means they research their own information, edit 
it, and publish themselves to the web without any 
assistance. 

Some, like Alex Cohen, research their own program, 
and then anchor it on live TV. 

This just shows the versatility it takes to put on a 
production.

Robert Santos anchors the weather, and uses visuals 
to convey his forecast.

 “You have to work with the (weather) models,” he 
says. 

The models, though they appear on the TV screen, 
are not visible in the studio. He has to pretend they are 
actually there and gesture to them on a green screen.

While I was there, Kelvin Washington, who hosts 
“Afternoon Beat,” let me help him with a feature about 
cheese. 

More specifically, a story on how hip-hop music 
effects how cheese ages. 

It was fun and nerve-wracking being videoed and 
aired on live TV.  It made me really appreciate the job 
people on TV do.

There is so much coordination required in a news 
studio that they have an entire group of employees 
spending all of their time simply scheduling. 

Spectrum News also has a section and group 
of people that cover scheduling of their channel, 

coordinating which programs air at what time.
While I was there I also got to see the studios for 

Sportsnet LA, another channel, and I was taken 
through the studios where Dodgers and Lakers pros 
broadcast all of their game coverage. 

In the Lakers studio, there is a 24-foot curved 
monitor on the walls, and the Dodgers studio was 
constructed to look like the Dodgers’ locker room.

Also, the chairs in the Lakers studio were extra tall, 
for their extra tall players.

I personally learned a lot about the many types and 
forms of broadcast journalism, and I hope you did, too.  

TV journalism requires skill, scheduling

By Talia Schanman,
11, a CK Reporter 
from Cherry Hills Village
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“Afternoon Beat” anchor Kelvin Washington and CK Reporter Talia Schanman do a feature on Spectrum LA   ( Courtesy photo)

There is so much coordination required 

in a news studio that they have an entire 

group of employees spending all of their 

time simply scheduling. 

Breakthrough could turn methane gas into liquid fuel
You may have seen a tube like this sticking out of 

the ground near a landfill. 
You may also have heard people (even grownups) 

giggling about cows and the environment.
The issue is methane gas.
Methane is a “greenhouse gas,” one of the gases 

that has increased during the industrial age and is 
responsible for climate change.

One way in which methane is produced is by the 
breakdown of organic material. It bubbles up from 
the bottom of the ocean and lakes from dead plant 
and animal material, and it is also produced by land-
fills, which is why they have those tubes to let it out.

And, yes, animals that chew a cud, like cows and 
sheep, produce methane. 

And so do you, if you eat too many beans, but, silly 
as that seems, there are enough cattle in the world 

that the amount of methane they produce really 
does effect the environment.

However, while it’s about one-fifth of harmful 
greenhouse gases, methane can be useful as a fuel.

The problem is that turning methane gas into 
methanol fuel has been difficult and expensive.

So some research at Northwestern University has 
produced very good news: They’ve discovered how a 
type of bacteria can easily turn that  harmful methane 
gas into useful, positive methanol fuel.

That doesn’t mean they can start tomorrow: There’s 
much more work to do before they can begin to turn 
the methane in landfills from a pollutant into useful, 
positive methanol. But it’s a start.

As for cow farts, the only way to reduce that source of 
harmful methane gas is to persuade people to eat less 
beef.  That might also be hard to do. photo/ Peter Facey
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Tax on sweetened drinks works to cut sales

Mexico’s capital city was nearly closed down in the past week by pollution 
coming from more than 100 wildfires throughout the southern part of 
the country.

The level of pollution in Mexico City was six times what the World Health Orga-
nization considers healthy.

People were warned to stay inside, keep windows and doors closed and even to 
place damp towels at the bottom of doors to help keep the smoke out.

They also urged people not to cook with wood, burn candles or do anything 
else that would add to the smoke.

The elderly, infants and those with health problems were particularly urged to 
stay at home, and by week’s end, there was talk of closing down schools in the 
metropolitan area.

City schools had already canceled outdoor recesses because of the pollution.
A local soccer league postponed its playoff games because of the smoke and 

ash.
 Federal Civil Protection chief David León told Mexico News Daily that 7,500 

firefighters were working to put out the fires, most of which he said were caused 
by carelessness. Six had been killed while working on the fires.

Nearly half of the blazes were intentional fires that got out of control, while a 
smaller number were caused by discarded cigarette butts.

Most of the fires were on grassland, while a few were in forests.
Mexico City’s metropolitan area, which is home to 21 million people, had 23 

fires within the metro area, of which 16 were wildfires. (The rest were house fires or 
other types of urban blazes.)

Mexico City was once known for its air pollution, but things had improved  
greatly in the past quarter century.

Smoke from wildfires hitting Mexico City

“Kazu Jones and the Denver Dognappers,” 
by Shauna M. Holyoak, is a story about a 
Japanese-American girl who loves detectives 

and everything about them. 
She wants to be one when she grows up but has had to 

stick to neighborhood sleuthing until then. 

She walks dogs and is a paper-delivery girl to make 
some extra cash. 

Unfortunately, a gang of dognappers has recently come 
to Denver, and, with some of her friends’ dogs having 
already been swiped, she assembles a team of her friends 
to save the dogs.

The story is based in Denver, and Kazu and her friends 
get into all sorts of mischief trying to crack the case. 

Soon her team is picking up traction as kids with 
missing dogs join. 

Kazu has a bad habit of letting the dogs that she walks 
off their leashes, and for the first time one ran away! 

Although she didn’t see the dog get swiped, a suspicious looking nondescript 
black van happened to be pulling out of the parking lot. 

The dog was her neighbors’, but she fears that her dog, 
Genki, would be next.

My favorite part of the book is when her techy 
friend March hacks a suspect’s computer. It was pretty 
impressive for a teenager to perform that sort of hack. 

What he does is to send an email to the suspect with a 
malware attachment, so that, when it’s clicked on, it gives 
them access to the computer and its files. 

This is also a good scene because it is relevant 
throughout the book.

From lying to the sheriff, to digging through trash, to 
breaking and entering, this book is a world of plot twists 
sure to keep you reading. 

The book does seem written for younger kids, but teens 
can enjoy it, too. 

It is a relatively easy read at 306 pages and is great for 
anyone interested in a detective career or who enjoys 
crime stories, but it can also be enjoyed by those with 
different interests. 

Local touch adds to the fun of this crime novel

The skyline of Mexico City is barely 
visible, thanks to the smoke from wild-
fires burning throughout the nation.
 (AP Photo/ Marco Ugarte)

By Jack Vanourek,
13, a CK Reporter 
from Littleton

The American Red Cross was founded on this day in 1881, so our answers this 
week will begin with “B” to honor its founder, Clara Barton.

1.  Located between France and Germany, it’s one of the Low Countries.

2.  This term for a wild, untrained horse comes from the Spanish for “rough.”

3.  A brass instrument similar to a cornet or trumpet but with no keys or valves

4.  Colorado pioneer who built a trading post near the current city of La Junta

5.  The front end of a ship

6.  Author of “Goodnight, Moon,” “The Runaway Bunny” and “The Golden Egg Book.”

7.  Unit of measure mostly used for fruits and vegetables, it’s equal to four pecks.

8.  Charlie Brown’s dog Snoopy is an example of this breed.

9.  This Summit County town was named for the vice-president at the time, but 
when he later sided with the Confederacy, patriotic residents changed its spelling.

10.  When people from other countries talk about “corn,” they don’t mean “maize” but 
this grain.

(answers on Page Four)

Rules: Every row across, every column down and each of the six smaller boxes must 
contain numerals 1,2,3,4,5 and 6, one time and one time only.

The solution to this week’s puzzle is on Page 4.
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Philadelphia’s experiment to reduce the amount of 
sweetened drinks its residents consume seems to 

be working.
The Center for Disease Control estimates that half 

the people in the country drink a sugary beverage 
during the average day, and health experts have been 
concerned that this habit is leading to obesity, Type 
Two diabetes, fatty liver disease and other health 
problems in young people.

In order to discourage the habit, Philadelphia put a 
tax of 1.5 cents per ounce on sweetened drinks, both 
sugar-sweetened and artificially sweetened.

That raised the price of a 20-ounce soda by 30 
cents, and a large two-liter bottle by about a dollar. 

To make sure the tax was what made the difference, 
researchers compared sales in Philadelphia with sales 
in Baltimore, a nearby city with a lot in common but 
with no tax on sugary beverages.

Sales of sweet drinks fell by just over half in the 
city, but increased in nearby towns, suggesting that 
people were driving there to purchase less expensive 
sodas. 

But even with that in mind, there was still an overall 
decrease of 38% in soda sales, which researchers said 
was proof that raising the price of unhealthy drinks 
could cause people to drink fewer of them.

Cities in California and Mexico have had similar 
positive results from health-based soda taxes.

The story is based in Denver, and Kazu and 

her friends get into all sorts of mischief 

trying to crack the case. 
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(see Page Three)

10 right - Wow!

7 right - Great!

5 right - Good 

3 right - See you next time!

1.  Belgium   2. bronco   3. bugle   4. (William or Charles) Bent  5. bow  
6. (Margaret Wise) Brown  7.  bushel   8. beagle   9. Breckenridge  

10 . barley (barleycorn)

Hot Links to Cool Sites!

NASA’s Space Place
http://tinyurl.com/ckspace

NIE Special Report
http://tinyurl.com/ckniereport

Headline Geography
http://tinyurl.com/ckgeography

Pulse of the Planet
http://tinyurl.com/ckpulseplanet

How to become a CK Reporter!
tinyurl.com/COkidsReporter 

To read the sources for these stories
Sugary Drink Tax

Mexican Wildfires 

Methane Solution

go to http://www.tinyurl.com/ckstorylinks

3

6

2

1

5

4

2

1

4

5

6

3

4

5

3

6

1

2

5

3

1

2

4

6

1

4

6

3

2

5

6

2

5

4

3

1

4

Chapter Ten -- Wurgerweed
Our story so far:  The Shorts were safe in a mountain village when a servant suddenly collapsed, poisoned by 
the food he brought the Princess. Then another servant screamed that the Princess was dead. 
    

The Princess was alive, but gasping for breath 
as they gathered around her bed in the 
chamber. “I can’t …,” she said, and her voice 

wheezed as if someone were squeezing her throat.
  One of the council members, Heinrich, was a 
doctor, but even he could do nothing but hold her 
hand and try to reassure her as her eyes darted 
from one face to another, frantically looking for 
help from the men who had raised her.
  Jed and Gabe stood back at the edge of the 
crowd, watching anxiously. 
  Then Jed glanced down at the plate of cheese 
and fruit on a small table by the bedside. 
  “I know this!” he cried. “I know the poison!” 
   The council members turned to him. 
“Here, this line!” He pointed to the slight puddle of 
fruit juice that had drained onto the plate from the 
cut pieces. “There, that pinkish color …”
  At the very edge of the clear juice there was, 
indeed, a line of pink. The council members looked 
up at him.
  “It’s a poison we use back east,” he said. “When foxes or weasels get into the henhouse. It 
comes from the root of a plant called wurgerweed. Do you have it here?”
  They shook their heads. “What can we do for her?” the doctor asked.
  “I don’t know. I’ve heard of people surviving the poison, but only if they got to a hospital 
quickly.”
  “We can get her over the mountain to Ruritania,” someone said, but the doctor shook his head. 
  “They wouldn’t know what to do. That’s where I learned medicine, and I’ve never heard of this 
‘wurgerweed.’ How long do we have?” he asked Jed.
  “I don’t know,” he said, his voice breaking. “I’ve seen animals die of it … they stop 
breathing …” then he paused. “I know of a hunter who was out in the forest. He brought some 
wurgerweed because a marten had been raiding his traps. He accidentally got some on one 
of his gloves and then pulled it off with his teeth. By the time his friends found him, he was 
unconscious, but they got him to the hospital and nobody could believe it, but he lived.”
  “What was the difference?” the doctor asked. “There had to be something they did for him?”
  Jed thought. “It was the dead of winter. He survived the wurgerweed, but he couldn’t go 
hunting or trapping anymore because he lost both feet to frostbite.”
   “The cold must have slowed the poison down,” the doctor said. “That won’t help us this time 
of year. There’s got to be another way.”
   “How far is the glacier?” Gabe asked.
  “The glacier!” the doctor cried. “Of course! Send the wagon and as many miners as you can 
get to the glacier, with their pickaxes. Fill the wagon with ice. We’ll pack her in it and get her to 
the hospital that way!”
  “Meanwhile, let’s get her down to the river,” Kurt suggested, as a pair of council members ran 
out of the room to call out the miners. “We can hold her in the water and cool her body down 
until the wagon comes back.”
  The Princess had lost consciousness and her breath was coming in shallow, wheezing gasps. 
Four of the council members grabbed corners of the coverlet upon which she lay and lifted 
her easily, carrying her down the stairs to the front door.
  “What will happen when we get to the city?” Gabe asked Kurt, as they followed the men 
across the street and towards the riverbank.
  “We’ll see when we get there,” he said. “We can’t afford to waste time with a fight. We’ve 
got to get her into the hospital and make sure she’s properly cared for. We’ll have one 
advantage. The Queen’s forces will never dare attack while we’ve got …” but he looked 
around. “Where is he?”
  Jed also looked around. “Well, what do you know? There were only two people here who 
would know about wurgerweed,” he said. “And one of them isn’t here anymore.”
  “Did you help him?” Kurt asked.
  “Why do you ask?” Jed snapped. “Because I’m Tall?”
  “No. Because you wear the uniform of the Queen’s Own Guards,” Kurt snapped. “You came as 
his bodyguard, as his man. How do we know you aren’t still his man?”
  “I told you how to save her life!” Jed shouted.
  “It hasn’t worked yet!” Kurt shouted back. “How do we know it will work at all?”
  Jed suddenly lowered his voice. “You don’t, do you? But my loyalty is to the Crown, and right 
now the Crown is in that river, fighting for every breath she takes. Her only chance is just what 
you have planned: Pack her in ice and get her to the hospital. You have to trust me. You have 
no other plan. You have no other choice.”
  He turned and stalked off into the darkness. 
  The doctor’s voice came up from the river. “We need some help down here.”
  Kurt and Gabe went down to the edge of the bank, where four Shorts stood up to their waists 
in the icy water, holding the Princess between them while a fifth stood at her head, keeping it 
out of the water.
  “We need to take turns,” the doctor said. “This water is too cold. We can’t hold onto her much 
longer.”
  Kurt and Gabe waded into the stream, taking the place of two men who staggered to the 
bank and began to rub their numb arms and legs. Around them, miners’ wives were beginning 
to gather. Some of them went down and stepped into the water to take their turns holding 
the Princess.
  After a few minutes, the sound of hoofbeats clattered on the cobblestones, then faded as the 
rider rode out of town.
  “I shouldn’t have insulted your friend,” Kurt said. “We’ll need every fighter we’ve got when we 
get to the city.”

Text copyright 2004, Mike Peterson -- Illustrations copyright 2004, Clio Chiang

For a teaching guide, go to http://tinyurl.com/ckserial

The Crown and the Colliers


