
Land of 
Lincoln

Mini Fact:
The Lincoln 
Home 
National 
Historic Site 
in Springfield, 
Illinois, was 
the only home 
he owned 
during his life.

Next Week:
Meet 

Sacagawea

	 Our 21st state is Illinois (ill-uh-NOY), a 
Midwestern state that joined the Union in 
1818. With almost 13 million people, Illinois is 
ranked sixth in population. 
Illinois history
	 Some of the earliest known Native 
American settlements in North America were 
in the area. French explorers Louis Jolliet and 
Jacques Marquette first claimed the land for
the French in 1673. The British and the state of 
Virginia also claimed it at times.
	 Illinois is named for the Illinois Indians, 
a group of Algonquin tribes. They called 
their group Illiniwek, or “superior men.” The 
French changed the pronunciation to Illinois.
Chicago
	 Chicago, a city in the northeast that lies 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, is the third-
largest city in the United States, with about 
2.7 million people. 
	 The city is a center for culture, finance, 
industry and transportation. For example, 
the Field Museum 
is known for its 
dinosaur exhibits, 
including Sue, the 
largest T-rex fossil 
ever found.
	 The Art Institute 
of Chicago is not 
only a museum but also a school. Chicago is 
one of the country’s main railroad hubs.

Around Illinois
	 Springfield is the capital. Abraham Lincoln 
and his wife, Mary, lived there with their 
children before moving to Washington, D.C.
	 Corn, soybeans, hogs, cattle, dairy 
products and wheat are the top farm 
products in Illinois. Food companies such 
as Quaker Oats and McDonald’s are there. 
Manufacturers also make machinery, 
transportation equipment and computer and 
electronic equipment. 
	 The Lincoln-Douglas Debate Museum in 
Charleston, Illinois, highlights the famous 
1858 debates between two Senate candidates, 
Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas. Lincoln lost 
that election, but two years later he became 
president.
	 Architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright lived in and 
designed many of his 
famous buildings in Oak 
Park, Illinois. More of his 
buildings are there than 
anywhere else in the world.
Sports
	 Illinois has two MLB teams, the Chicago 
Cubs and the Chicago White Sox. Fans cheer for 
the Chicago Bears (NFL) and the Chicago Bulls 
(NBA), along with the Chicago Blackhawks 
(NHL) and Chicago Fire FC (MLS). 
	 Women’s teams include the Chicago Red 
Stars (soccer) and Chicago Sky (WNBA).

Famous Illinoisans
	 • Ronald Reagan served as 
president of the United States 
from 1981 to 1989. He was born 
in Tampico, Illinois. He went 
to high school in Dixon and to 
college in Eureka.
	 After graduation, he became a radio 
sports announcer in Iowa. He then became 
a movie actor. He appeared in more than 50 
films. In 1966, Reagan was elected governor 
of California. He served two terms.
	 In 1980, he was elected to his first term 
as president. His presidency was known 
for his economic policies and for his 
contribution to ending the Cold War with 
the Soviet Union.
	 • Ulysses S. Grant led the Union

armies to victory in the Civil War. 
He was elected president in 1868.
    Grant grew up in Georgetown, 
Ohio,  and later moved to Galena, 
Illinois. When the Civil War 
began, he led troops from Illinois.

	 • Walt Disney, who created 
Mickey Mouse and went on to 
build Disneyland and Disney 
World, was born in Chicago in 
1901. At McKinely High School, 
he was the school newspaper’s 
cartoonist.

Words that remind us of Illinois are hidden in this puzzle. Some 
words are hidden backward or diagonally, and some letters are 
used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers: Follow and 
interact with The Mini Page 
on Facebook!

For later:
Look in your newspaper for articles about 
things happening in Illinois.

Mini Jokes

Charlie: �How do sailors 
greet each other?

Cherise: “Long time no sea!”

Try ’n’ Find

You’ll need:
• 1/3 cup sugar
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• 2 teaspoons salt
• 3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

• 2 cups half-and-half
• 1/2 cup butter, melted
• 6 eggs
• �6 cups canned or 

frozen corn kernels

Cook’s Corner
Sweet Corn Pudding

Staff at the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo & Conservation Biology 
Institute are proposing that a genetic backup 
of endangered life on Earth be placed in 
a permanently dark location on the moon, 
where no power would be needed to store it
for millions of years. The scheme could allow
scientists to restore the organisms should 
they die out for whatever reason. The sub-
zero Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway’s 
Arctic was designed as a similar backup, but
melting permafrost due to global heating is 
threatening its long-term security. 

Eco Note
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ART, BEARS, BULLS, 
CHICAGO, CUBS, 
CULTURE, DISNEY, FARM, 
FINANCE, FOSSIL, GRANT, 
ILLINOIS, LINCOLN, 
MIDWEST, REAGAN, 
SOX, SPRINGFIELD, SUE, 
WRIGHT.
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7 Little Words for Kids

1. sunshine, wind and rain (7)
2. what soda comes in (6)
3. dangerous animal (5)
4. change in position (8)
5. use your ears (6)
6. last (5)
7. say or think the same thing (5)

ST AL ENT TEN

LIS WEA AG BEA

TLE MO TH REE

VEM FIN BOT ER

Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as 
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in 
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter 
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Answers: weather, bottle, beast, movement, listen, final, agree.
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On the Web:
• bit.ly/MPLandofLincoln

At the library:
• “Illinois” by Kelly Anne White
• �“We Built This City: Chicago” by Tamra 

B. Orr

Resources

What to do:
1. Grease a 9-by-13-inch baking dish.
2. Combine sugar, baking powder, salt and flour in a small bowl.
3. �In a large bowl, mix together half-and-half, butter and eggs. Add sugar mixture gradually. Stir in corn.
4. Pour mixture into baking dish.
5. Bake in a preheated 350-degree oven for 45 minutes or until golden-brown. Let cool. Serves 8.
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Ronald 
Reagan

Walt 
Disney

Wright’s Robie 
House in Chicago.

Ulysses 
S. Grant


