
Stacking Up 
Books for 
Summer

Mini Fact:
Most kids 
agree that 
they really  
enjoy reading 
over the 
summer.

Next Week:
Severe

weather:
Tornadoes

 It’s alllmoooost summer! What’s on your 
agenda of fun things to do? Most important: 
What’s on your list of good books to read? 
 If you’re still coming up with ideas, The 
Mini Page can help. Dig in to the summer 
reading issue, head over to the library, and 
round out your stack of stories, sagas and 
schemes to keep summer interesting!
 • In “Anybody Here Seen Frenchie?” by 
Leslie Connor, two kids become 
unlikely best friends: Aurora 
Petrequin, who is loud, and 
Frenchie Livernois — who doesn’t 
speak at all. Frenchie has autism, 
and at school, Aurora often speaks 
for him. When he goes missing, Aurora’s 
special understanding of Frenchie helps 
solidify their friendship. 
 • You’ve listened to their podcast; now dig
in to Mindy Thomas’ and Guy Raz’s book 

“Wow in the World: Wow in 
the Wild: The Amazing World 
of Animals.” As you explore 
the animal kingdom, you’ll 
learn how each species has a 
part to play in Earth’s life. And 
you might just find out you’re a 

fish! With fun illustrations from 
Jack Teagle.
 • One fact leads to another in
“Return to Factopia,” the second 
in a series by authors Kate Hale 
and Andy Smith, with all the 

facts verified by the Britannica Group. Bet 
you can’t guess how icebergs are related to the 
loudest burp EVER! There’s only one way to 
find out. 
 • Sometimes it’s hard to know
which side you’re on. So it is for 
Noah, whose family supports 
the British before the American 
Revolution in “Loyalty” by 
the author Avi. As the conflict 
continues, Noah has to learn 
whom to trust and how to make his own 
decisions about right and wrong. 
 • Summer is a great time to be thinking
about how to make the next school 

year successful. Check out 
“Superpowered: Transform 
Anxiety Into Courage, 
Confidence, and Resilience” by 
Renee Jain and Shefali Tsabary 
for tools that will help you tackle 
worries and stress.

 • In kindergarten, former
professional football player 
Colin Kaepernick and his 
classmates were asked to draw 
their families. Colin drew 
himself with a brown crayon 
and the rest of his family with a yellow one. 
Colin, who was adopted, realized then that he 
was different. In “I Color Myself Different,” 
with illustrations by Eric Wilkerson, 
Kaepernick shares his story with other kids. 

 • When it’s time to sink your teeth 
into a tasty tale, try “Cress 
Watercress” by Gregory 
Maguire. The story of a 
family of rabbits who have 
to move to a less-than-ideal 
home captures readers’ 
imaginations, along with 

illustrations by David Litchfield.
 • Let’s end this summer reading issue
with a special book suggestion. You have 
probably heard news about the war in 
Ukraine, a country in Eastern Europe. 
Russians and Ukrainians have been 
fighting there since February. 
 Many Ukrainians have been forced to 
leave their homes and flee to other parts of 
their country or to other parts of the world 
— even to the United States. 
 Last year, author Linda 
Sue Park wrote a book 
called “The One Thing 
You’d Save.” She wrote it 
as if it were an assignment 
given by a teacher to a 
class facing an imaginary 
fire in their home. But kids 
in Ukraine might be having the same type 
of thoughts as they prepare to leave their 
homes, maybe for good, during the war. 
 As they think about what’s important, the 
students in Park’s book, illustrated by Robert 
Sae-Heng, learn about themselves and their 
classmates — just as her readers will.

Words that remind us of summer reading are hidden in this 
puzzle. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, and 
some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

Teachers: Follow and 
interact with The Mini 
Page on Facebook!

For later:
Look in your newspaper for items about 
summer reading programs.

Mini Jokes

Benji:  Why is a math 
book always unhappy?

Bianca:  Because it has so many 
problems!

Try ’n’ Find

You’ll need:
• 4 fajita-size flour tortillas
• 1/2 cup shredded sharp cheddar cheese
•  8 thin slices smoked or baked ham (such 

as deli-style ham; about 4 ounces)

• Cooking spray
• 4 large eggs
• 1/4 teaspoon salt
•  1/4 teaspoon pepper

Cook’s Corner
Cheesy Egg Wraps With Ham

Global heating is on 
track to become so intense during the 
next few decades that 60% of cactus 
species may be threatened, a new study 
finds. Researchers from the University 
of Arizona examined data from more 
than 400 species and projected how 
the warming climate would affect them. 
“Our results suggest that climate change 
will become a primary driver of cactus 
extinction risk, with 60% to 90% of 
species assessed negatively impacted,” 
the researchers concluded.

Eco Note
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ANIMALS, ANXIETY, 
AUTHOR, BOOKS, 
DECISIONS, FACTS, 
FRIENDS, FUN, HOME, 
IDEAS, ILLUSTRATOR, 
READING, SAGA, 
STACK, STORIES, 
SUMMER, TALE, WAR.
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adapted with permission from Earthweek.com
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7 Little Words for Kids

1.  over (5)

2. go to see (5)

3. a toy for the beach (6)

4. very strong (8)

5. it lifts heavy things (5)

6. blocks that fit together (4)

7. cooked on charcoal (7)

KET NE ER VE

GO LL BUC CRA

VIS ED GRI LE

FUL POW ABO IT

Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as 
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in 
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter 
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Answers: above, visit, bucket, powerful, crane, Lego, grilled.
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Adapted from “The Robin Takes 5 Cookbook for Busy Families” with permission from Andrews McMeel Publishing (andrewsmcmeel.com).

On the Web:
• kids.scholastic.com/kid/homebase/

At the library:
•  “Arthur’s Reading Trick” by Marc 

Brown

Resources

What to do:
1.    Arrange tortillas on a flat surface. Top each with 2 tablespoons cheese and 2 slices 

ham. Spread the filling to within 1/2 inch of the edges.
2.  Coat a large skillet with cooking spray and preheat over medium-high. Whisk together 

eggs, salt and pepper; add mixture to hot pan. Cook without stirring until bottom is set, 
1 to 2 minutes. Flip the eggs and cook for 20 more seconds or until cooked through.

3.  Divide egg “pancake” into four equal pieces. Place each piece on a prepared tortilla 
and roll up. Serves 4.

 J S T A C K S E I R O T S E D  
 S U S X A G A S F N J E L A T  
 A N C D C N B P S K O O B G J  
 E S N O I S I C E D N J P U X  
 D V E M O H F Y Y T E I X N A  
 I S A R O T A R T S U L L I U  
 G L U R A W T N B F G M N U F  
 S S U M M E R S G N I D A E R  
 S T C A F F R I E N D S E V F  
 R O H T U A M D B V W H G Y R 
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