
Mini Fact:
Find a summer 
reading 
program here: 
bit.ly/3uLUF2c

Next Week:
Sharks!

 Are you looking forward to some time to 
read this summer? A shady spot outdoors or, 
when it’s really hot, a nice air-conditioned 
nook are perfect places to get lost in a book. 
 • Summer is a perfect
 time to dive into “The 
Outdoor Scientist: The 
Wonder of Observing the 
Natural World” by Temple 
Grandin. Scientists are 
the sources for Grandin’s 
observations about how 
things work in nature, and 
scientific projects will keep
your mind sharp!
 • New friends Jamila
and Shirley aren’t sure what 
summer will bring until they 
set out to solve the mystery of 
a missing gecko. “Shirley and 
Jamila Save Their Summer” 
is a graphic novel by Gillian 
Goerz.
     • “War and Millie

McGonigle” by Karen 
Cushman invites readers to 
step back to another era. The 
United States is on the brink 
of World War II, and Millie 
is feeling the chaos at home 
and with her new friend from 
Chicago.  

 • When Mickey orders “The 
Anti-Book” to make all his 
problems disappear, things go 
a little ... sideways. In Raphael 
Simon’s fantastical story, readers 
go along on Mickey’s upside-
down, inside-out journey. 
     • Many

families are facing difficult 
discussions and situations in 
their communities, so Wade 
Hudson and Cheryl Willis 
Hudson have gathered authors’ 
and illustrators’ thoughts about 
“The Talk: Conversations 

About Race, Love & Truth.” 
  • When “Billy Miller
Makes a Wish” on his birthday, 
events around him get a little 
more exciting than he had 
hoped for. Kevin Henkes shares 
Billy’s adventures through his 
words and illustrations.
 • Author Lauren Wolk tells
the story of Ellie, a girl whose 
family moves from town to 
“Echo Mountain” during the 
Great Depression. After her dad 
suffers a terrible accident, Ellie 
looks for healing for him from 
the most obscure places.  

 • There’s a story 
behind almost any 
kind of food you put in 
your mouth! Jump into 
“There’s No Ham in 
Hamburgers,” written 
by Kim Zachman and 
illustrated by Peter 
Donnelly, for some foodie summer fun.
 • Lucy, who doesn’t speak, and three

other orphans have escaped 
from the Home for Friendless 
Children, only to find a new 
type of family among the 
animals and workers of a 
traveling circus. “Orphan 
Eleven” by Gennifer 
Choldenko weaves a tale of 

Lucy’s past and how she finds her voice.   
 • It may sound like 
a superhero book, but 
“Earth Squad: 50 People 
Who Are Saving the 
Planet” by Alexandra 
Zissu introduces us to 
eco-warriors and the work 
they’re doing in defense of 
our natural world. Illustrated by Nhung Le.

Words that remind us of summer reading are hidden in this 
puzzle. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally, 
and some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

On the Web:
• bit.ly/MPbookfair

At the library:
       Beverly Cleary, author of many favorite 
children’s books including “Ramona and 
Her Father” and “Ramona Forever,” 
passed away in March at 104 years old. 
• “A Girl From Yamhill: A Memoir” by

Beverly Cleary
•  “Just Like Beverly: A Biography of 

Beverly Cleary” by Vicki Conrad

For later:
What’s on your list for summer reading? 
Choose three friends and compare your 
lists.

Mini Jokes

Ben:  Why does an 
elephant use his trunk as a 
bookmark?

Bea:  So he NOSE where he stopped 
reading!

Try ’n’ Find

You’ll need:
• 2 eggs, separated
• 1 tablespoon butter
•  1 cup sugar (or sugar substitute for 

baking)

• 2 tablespoons flour
• juice from 1 lemon
•  1 cup reduced-fat 

milk

Cook’s Corner
No-Crust Lemon Pie

The Kenya Wildlife 
Service is investigating a mysterious 
skin disease that has killed more than 
10 Somali giraffes in the far northeast 
of the country. The illness was first 
reported in May 2020, with six of the 
animals dying within the following five 
months. It eventually spreads to the 
mouth, where it interferes with the 
giraffes’ ability to eat.

Eco Note
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ADVENTURE, AUTHOR, 
BOOKS, ERA, FAMILY, 
FANTASY, FOOD, FRIENDS, 
HEALING, HISTORY, 
HUMOR, MYSTERY, 
NATURE, PLANET, 
READING, SCIENTIST, 
STORIES, SUMMER, WISH.

release dates: May 29-June 4, 2021 22 (21)

adapted with permission from Earthweek.com
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7 Little Words for Kids

1.  front of the jaw (4)

2. make bigger (6)

3. sore and aching (7)

4. colorful pet bird (8)

5. desert watering hole (5)

6. large Midwestern city (7)

7. hospital emergency vehicle (9)

AGO ULA AKE

NCE PAI IS NFUL

IN CHIC OAS ET

PAR AND AMB CH

Use the letters in the boxes to make a word with the same meaning as 
the clue. The numbers in parentheses represent the number of letters in 
the solution. Each letter combination can be used only once, but all letter 
combinations will be necessary to complete the puzzle.

Answers: chin, expand, painful, parakeet, oasis, Chicago, amublance. ©
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Resources

What to do:
1.  Separate egg whites; beat until frothy and stiff.
2. In another bowl, cream* butter and sugar until well-blended.
3. Add egg yolks, flour, lemon juice and milk to mixture. Gently stir in egg whites.
4. Coat a pie pan with cooking spray; pour in mixture.
6. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40 minutes until firm. Serves 6.

*To cream is to blend butter and sugar to form a smooth paste.
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What 
Are You 
Reading?

EXP

Founded by Betty DebnamIssue 22, 2021

Teachers: Follow and 
interact with The Mini 
Page on Facebook!


