Our country celebrates Veterans Day on
Nov. 11, the anniversary of the end of World
War I. This U.S. holiday was created in 1919
to honor members of our armed services.

A military veteran is a person who has
served in the armed forces. Do you know any
veterans?

This week, The Mini Page looks at the
reserve branches of the U.S. military.

Reserve support

The idea for a reserve force goes all the way
back to Founding Fathers George Washington
and Alexander Hamilton. They thought all men
should be trained for military service so they
could support the Army if needed.

The Air Force, Coast Guard, Marine Corps
and Navy also have reserve branches. Many
reservists are former active-duty troops.

A monthly job

Usually, reserve soldiers work part-time,
just one weekend a month and two weeks in
the summer. Sometimes, such as in wartime,
they are called upon to be full-time. They
might fill active-duty positions when those
soldiers go to war.

The president of the U.S. is the commander
in chief of reserve units. They answer to the
federal, or national, government.

The National Guard is another branch of
service. Each governor serves as commander in
chief of the National Guard units in his or her
state. They can be called to federal service by
the president.

' Mini Fact:

Army
reservists,
like Sgt.

lan Rivera-
Aponte,
learn how to
disappear
into the
landscape.

Army photo by Sgt. Russell Toof

The Reserve branches
Reserve soldiers receive pay and other
benefits, such as education and insurance.
Many of them like the idea of serving their
country while continuing their civilian lives at
home.
The Army Reserve:
e established in 1908
e about 202,000
warrior-citizens

The Navy Reserve:
e established in 1915
e about 47,000 sailors

The Marine Corps Reserve: <>
e established in 1916 -
¢ about 40,000 Marines

%  The Coast Guard Reserve:
A3 e founded in 1941

" e about 7,500 Guard
p members

The Air Force Reserve:
e established in 1948
¢ about 69,000 airmen
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Try 'n’ Find

Words that remind us of military reserves are hidden in this
puzzle. Some words are hidden backward or diagonally,
and some letters are used twice. See if you can find:

AIR, ARMY, BASIC, RO L
BERET, BRANCH, UN T
CITIZEN, COAST,CORPS, B A S
FORCE, GUARD, MARINE, E B L
NAVY, RESERVE, SAILOR, V R B
SERVICE, SPECIALTY, RAE
TRAIN, TROOPS, ENC
VETERAN, WARRIOR, S CR
WEEKEND. EHO

ROF

Mini Spy Classics

Il ASNTROOPSDH
CWEEKENDSJBJ
|l CPTSAOCPKES
TTDRAUGWETERN
Il RENI RAMCZEA
Z ACYMRAI I MTR
EIl KORAVYAHUE
NNXI RRMVLILT
S LOBEPRATERE
MRHSI GSNYYOV

Mini Spy loves to walk her dog. See if you can find the
hidden pictures. Then color the picture.

T

Mini Spy Classics appear in the first issue of each month.

A
2> &

S 2

Hey Mini Spy Fans! Order your Mini Spy Booklets (Volumes 1, 2 and 3) with 48
of your favorite puzzles! Visit MiniPageBooks.com, or call 844-426-1256 to

order. Just $4 plus $1 shipping.

Based on materials originally produced and/or created by Betty Debnam.

e cat * horse’s head

* two umbrellas ¢ peanut

* fish * tooth

* frog e question mark

e elf * exclamation
* owl mark
 safety pin

* number 8
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Next Week:
Mini Page
Hero:
Jimmy Carter

Army Reserve photo by Spc. John Russell

Army Pfcs. Matthew Joy, left, and Deontrius
Martin participate in a training event in
August with more than 12,000 service
members from the U.S. and six other nations.

Army reservist training
When a person joins the Army Reserve,
he or she must complete basic training,
which lasts eight weeks. After completing
training, the reservist receives an Army
beret, or hat. This ceremony marks the
transition from civilian to soldier.

A special job

An Army Reserve soldier chooses a
specialty, or a job to do in the service, and
trains for it after basic training. These
jobs might include medics, military police,
cooks or carpenters.

After specialty training is complete,
Reserve soldiers may train together one
weekend a month to keep their skills
sharp. They also must go to yearly training
for two weeks that will help them work
together better.

Resources

On the Web:
e bit.ly/MPreserves

At the library:
e “The U.S. Marine Corps and Military
Careers” by R. Conrad Stein (and other

books in the series about the Army and
Air Force)

Joe: Why did the soldier

salute the tiger?

Jack: Because the tiger had more
stripes!

Earth’s atmosphere is a
layer of gases about 560
miles thick, surrounding the planet like
a protective blanket. The gases are
densest near the surface and thin out
toward space. The atmosphere contains
life-giving oxygen. It keeps in warmth
and screens the planet from harmful
radiation. Earth’s atmosphere is mainly
nitrogen and oxygen. Argon and traces
of other gases are also present.

adapted with permission from “50 Things You Should Know About the Environment” by
Jen Green, © 2016 QEB Publishing Inc.

For later:

Look in your newspaper for articles
about reserve units at work in your city
or state.

Teachers: ror standards-based
activities to accompany this feature,

visit: bit.ly/MPstandards. And follow n
The Mini Page on Facebook!

Books from The Mini Page are wonderful
resources and make great gifts! See all of our
Mini Page products at MiniPageBooks.com,
or call 844-426-1256 for more information.
Mail payment to: Andrews McMeel Universal, Mini
Page Books, 1130 Walnut, Kansas City, MO 64106.
Include $4.00 shipping and handling per order.
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