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Space tourists
  Several private companies are 
planning space tourism projects.  
Space tourists are already paying 
millions of dollars to go up in space. 
By the time you are an adult, 
space trips will probably be more 
affordable. 
  Some companies are considering 
setting up orbiting hotels. Maybe you 
will stay a week in outer space!
  Space tourism presents special 
problems for the law. Today, 
astronauts have to complete a 
demanding training process. They 
are not likely to get stressed or do 
strange things because of nerves.
  But tourists won’t have this type 
of training and experience. What if 
one passenger steals from another 
passenger? Earth isn’t going to 
send police officers into orbit. The 
companies would have to handle it in 
a legal manner.
  Nations still have to develop laws 
to deal with space tourism and 
colonization. In 20 years, you might 
be one of the people making these 
brave new laws. Or maybe you or your 
children will be traveling in space.

Getting together
 Today, 102 countries have signed 
an international space treaty. Not all 
of these countries can launch rockets, 
but they have an interest in what 
happens in space.
 Once a year, 
countries with 
space programs 
meet in Vienna, 
Austria, to 
discuss space 
law. The United 
Nations helps 
set up these meetings, but cannot 
enforce any space treaties.

Brave New Worlds

Space colonies
  There are no laws in place about 
colonizing the moon or other planets. 
Space colonists would probably follow 
a similar path to ones taken by 
colonists on Earth.
  For example, the Chinese could 
send colonists to Mars. But they 
could not claim Mars as part of 
China. They could not keep out 
Americans who also wanted to go to 
Mars.
  Chinese laws or American laws 
would not apply to the whole planet. 
They would apply 
only to their own 
citizens.
  Planetary 
colonists would 
probably not 
follow the laws of 
their home countries 
for long anyway. Colonists would 
build their own societies and laws.
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art by Case for Mars, courtesy NASA

In this artist’s vision of 
a Mars colony, the living 
quarters are covered 
with soil to protect the 
colonists from the sun’s 
radiation. The settlement 
has a greenhouse and 
a pressurized work 
area where colonists 
would not have to wear 
spacesuits.

The Mini Page thanks Dr. Frans G. von der 
Dunk, space law professor, University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, College of Law, for help 
with this issue.

Look through your newspaper for stories 
about outer space.
Next week, The Mini Page celebrates the 
animation of “Mary Poppins.”


