Newslinks

A curriculum for using newspapers in the adult ESL classroom
Funded through a partnership of the
Adult Education and Family Literacy Act
Administered through the Colorado Department of EducationCenter for At-Risk Education
and the
Denver Newspaper Agency
Post-News Educational Services Unit
Colorado Department of Education
201 East Colfax Ave.
Denver, CO 80203
Denver Newspaper Agency
1560 Broadway St.
Denver, CO 80202

Colorado State Board of Education
Chairman - Jared Polis, Boulder
Vice-Chairman - Randy Dehoff, Littleton
Christine Baca, Aurora
Evie Hudak, Arvada
Peggy Littleton, Colorado Springs
D. Rico Munn, Denver
Clair Orr, Kersey
Pamela Jo Suckla, Slickrock
Colorado Commissioner of Education
William J. Moloney
Center for At-Risk Education
Erlinda Archuleta, Director
Adult Education and Family Literacy
Pamela M. Smith, Program Director

Colorado Department of Education - CARE - AEFLA

2004

CDE does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, religion, sex, or national origin in
access to, employment in or provision of any of CDE’s programs, beneﬁts, or activities.

COPYRIGHT© 2004
Denver Newspaper Agency
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, transmitted, or utilized in any form or by any means without
written permission from the publisher. Permission is given to the individual classroom teacher to reproduce the student activity
pages for classroom use.

For information contact:
Denver Newspaper Agency
Post-News Educational Services
1560 Broadway
Denver, CO 80202
Phone: (303) 820-1335
Fax: (303) 820-1054
nie@denvernewspaperagency.com
Desgin by: Design Group, Denver Newspaper Agency

From a member of the curriculum writing team:
Dear Teachers,
I want to share this story with you as you start using newspapers with your adult ESL learners:
My family came to the United States from Mexico when I was 6. My mother, Carmen Rojo Doran, who
was 37 spoke almost no English when we arrived in El Paso. My dad, who was from Colorado, was an
avid reader, so the ﬁrst thing he did after we were settled was to subscribe to the EL PASO TIMES which
he read every morning before he went to work. I noticed that while my siblings and I were getting ready
for school my mom would sit down at the kitchen table where she laboriously read the front page, word
by word. Soon she was reading more pages in the newspaper and asking my brother and me what this
or that word meant. Later she enrolled in ESL classes but the newspaper was the core of her learning
English, and reading it was a life-long pursuit. My mom became a citizen and one year later, after my dad
died, she began a career with a major American company. Over the years she bought her own home and
educated her three children, seeing us through college. Every day of her adult life, until she was disabled
by a stroke at age 90, Mom read the newspaper. For the last 10 years it was THE DENVER POST. I share
this with you because as I’ve been writing these activities I’ve had my mother in mind. This project is VERY
important and perhaps it’s been ﬁtting that I’ve been involved in it.
I hope that your students’ experiences using the newspaper in your classroom will be as meaningful to
them as reading the newspaper at the kitchen table was to my mother.
Pat

Foreword
The idea for designing a curriculum guide for teachers interested in using newspapers with adult ESL
learners began in the summer of 2003 when the manager of the Denver Newspaper Agency’s (DNA)
Educational Services department approached the Colorado Department of Education (CDE) Center for
At-Risk Education. Since promoting literacy is a goal of both adult educators and newspaper publishers,
the idea soon became a partnership between these two entities. Over the course of the next year a
team comprising adult ESL practitioners, CDE consultants, and DNA managers devised the overall
plan of the curriculum guide, designed the template for the classroom activities, wrote, ﬁeld tested and
revised the activities, and published the guide. It was a fun and challenging task for everyone involved
with the project.
This curriculum guide distinguishes itself in many ways from newspaper activities that can be found in
other ESL textbooks or on the internet. The special features of our guide are:
•

Activities are organized by life skill topics - The 111 classroom activities are organized according
to six life skill competency areas typically taught in adult ESL programs plus three general topics.
The life skill topics are: Consumer Economics, Employment, Community Services, Health,
Housing, and Transportation. The three general topics are: Using Newspapers, Just Language,
and Potpourri.

•

Ready-made activities - All activities include clear, step-by-step teacher instructions and materials
lists. Where appropriate, activities have ready-made reproducible student worksheets so a busy
teacher can just grab-and-go.

•

Student Performance Levels (SPL) are indicated for each activity - SPLs are indicated to guide
teachers in matching an activity to the proﬁciency level of learners. Teachers will ﬁnd lots of
newspaper activities appropriate for ESL learners from beginners to advanced. The curriculum
guide includes an index of activities by SPLs for quick reference.

•

CASAS competencies are indicated - When a newspaper activity addresses a CASAS competency,
the competency number is listed on the teacher’s instruction page. The curriculum guide includes
an index of activities by CASAS competency numbers for quick reference.

•

Take-home tasks are described for all in-class activities - Teachers won’t need to think of
homework ideas; each activity has a suggested at-home extension for adult ESL learners.

•

Intergenerational literacy activities are provided - Each activity comes with ideas for newspaper
activities that adult learners can do at home with their children ages 2-10.

•

Activities were written and ﬁeld tested by active ESL practitioners - ESL classroom teachers
in four Colorado AEFLA programs wrote the activity instructions and tested each activity with
learners in their classrooms.

Our sincere thanks go to the nine teachers who worked for almost a year as curriculum developers to
bring this project to fruition. In addition, we want to express our appreciation to the directors of the
adult education programs for giving the teachers release time to write activities and attend our working
meetings, and for allowing the teachers to ﬁeld test the activities with ESL learners in their classrooms.
Sincerely,
Jane C. Miller
ESL Specialist
Colorado Department of Education
Center for At-Risk Education
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ACTIVITY
UNIT 1: USING THE NEWSPAPER
Who, What, When,
Where, Why and How?
Fact or Fiction?
Headline Categories
Is It a Fact or an Opinion?
Navigating the Newspaper
Newspaper Handling Basics
A Scrambled Story
Section by Section
The Web and the News
What’s in the Picture?
Why Is This Newsworthy?
Your Newspaper Reading Habits
UNIT 2 - JUST LANGUAGE
Finding Numbers Everywhere
Grammar Nuggets
Great Sentences
Headline Sentences
In the Past
Looking for Those Parts of Speech
A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words
Sequencing the Text
UNIT 3 - SCAVENGER HUNTS
All life skills scavenger hunts
UNIT 4 - COMMUNITY SERVICES
Community Headline Race
Dear Editor
Decision Makers
Helpful Services in the Classiﬁeds
Identifying the Candidates
Oh! The People They Have Helped
Our Community History
Send It To Me!
The Editor’s Stance
What’s Going on This Weekend?
Where Can I Go For Help?
Who Represents Me?

OBJECTIVE

PAGE NO.

Identify key information in a news article.
Read articles and identify the main idea.
Group headlines in categories.
Distinguish statements of fact and opinion.
Become familiar with standard newspaper components.
Respond to commands for handling a newspaper.
Arrange paragraphs of an article in
standard news sequence.
Identify the name and focus of newspaper sections.
Read a newspaper web site.
Write original captions for news photos.
Analyze articles for newsworthy features.
Interview classmates about newspaper reading habits.

UN.1
UN.5
UN.9
UN.11
UN.15
UN.19
UN.21
UN.23
UN.27
UN.31
UN.35
UN.41

Identify uses of numbers in the newspaper.
Identify parts of speech in an article.
Revise sentences using descriptive words.
Rewrite headlines as complete sentences.
Pronounce past tense verb endings.
Identify parts of speech in an article.
Use interesting adjectives to describe pictures.
Summarize news articles and
retell in chronological order.

JL.1
JL.3
JL.7
JL.11
JL.15
JL.19
JL.23

Scan newspapers for speciﬁc items on a list.

SH.1

Find headlines that address a community issue.
Interpret letters to the editor and write a letter.
Interpret an article about current events.
Find local service providers in the classiﬁeds.
Scan for information about political candidates.
Read the obituary of a community activist.
Summarize an article about local history.
Fill out a subscription card / order form.
Read an editorial and write a letter to the editor.
Interview classmates about local entertainment events.
Read an advice column and identify
local service providers.
Identify city, state, and federal ofﬁcials

JL.25

CS.1
CS.3
CS.7
CS.11
CS.15
CS.19
CS.23
CS.25
CS.29
CS.33
CS.37
CS.39

ACTIVITY
UNIT 5 - CONSUMER ECONOMICS
Clipping Coupons
Crossword Creations for Consumers
Find a Business
Grocery Shopping
How Will you Pay for That?
Hunting for Businesses
Measurement Collection
Ordering Pizza
Party on a Budget
The Price is Right
Radio Ads
Shopping Spree
Smart Shoppers
What’s the Best Deal?
Who’s Targeting You?
UNIT 6 - EMPLOYMENT
Brainstorming for Jobs
Help Wanted Abbreviations
Job Test
Looking Good on the Job
Occupations and Obituaries
Occupations Bingo
On the Job Tasks
Picture That Job
Scanning for Jobs
The World of Work
Writing a Resume
UNIT 7 - HEALTH
Careers in Health
Health Crisis
Healthy Hangman
How Are You Feeling?
Interpret a Healthy Recipe
Is It An Ad or An Article?
Mental Health in the Comics
Planning a Healthy Menu
Protecting the Athlete’s Body
Science and Our Health
Staying Fit Through Exercise
Taking Care of Your Body Parts

OBJECTIVE
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Interpret discount coupons.
Create a crossword with consumer economics vocabulary.
Identify local businesses that sell speciﬁed products.
Play a board game with basic food vocabulary.
Select a method of payment for
purchasing consumer items.
Match local store names with types of businesses.
Match grocery items with volume measurements.
Compare pizza coupons and order a pizza.
Plan a budget and compare prices
Match grocery items with prices.
Create a sales pitch for consumer items.
Shop for clothes using a limited budget.
Shop for grocery items using a limited budget.
Comparison shop for grocery items.
Identify advertisers’ techniques to
target potential groups of consumers.

CE.1
CE.3
CE.7
CE.11
CE.15
CE.21
CE.23
CE.27
CE.33
CE.37
CE.41
CE.45
CE.49
CE.55
CE.59

Interpret abbreviations in help wanted ads.
Rewrite help wanted ads using full words.
Interpret help wanted ads.
Identify clothing for different occupations.
Identify occupation words and sort them into categories.
Play Bingo with help wanted ads.
Identify verbs for typical job tasks.
Find photos of people doing different jobs.
Scan for occupation words.
Read an employment feature article
and write comprehension questions.
Use a help wanted ad as the
springboard for writing a resume.

EM.1
EM.5
EM.9
EM.13
EM.17
EM.21
EM.25
EM.27
EM.29

Interpret classiﬁed ads for health occupations.
Read and summarize a news article.
Play “Hangman” with health-related words.
Identify emotional expressions on photos of people.
Interpret recipe measurements and utensils.
Distinguish a news article from an advertisement.
Identify practices of good and poor mental health.
Write a menu and a shopping list.
Identify sports clothing and equipment.
Read an article and discuss the impact on health.
Identify ﬁtness equipment and beneﬁts of exercise.
Identify parts of the body in display ads.

HE.1
HE.5
HE.7
HE.11
HE.15
HE.21
HE.23
HE.27
HE.29
HE.31
HE.33
HE.35

EM.31
EM.33

ACTIVITY

OBJECTIVE

UNIT 8 - HOUSING
Apartment Hunting
Find the Perfect Home
Home Blueprints
Housing Classiﬁeds
Rooms of Furniture
What’s the Average Rent?

Interpret abbreviations in housing classiﬁed ads.
Identify criteria for choosing a home.
Describe the ﬂoor plan of a home.
Interpret abbreviations in housing classiﬁed ads.
Match furniture/appliances with household rooms.
Determine the average cost of a rental apt.

UNIT 9 - TRANSPORTATION
What Will It Cost to Fly?
Financing a Car
Road Conditions
Road Repairs & Highway Construction
Traditional Transportation
Travel Tips
Travel Vocabulary
Watch Out for Cars

PAGE NO.
HO.1
HO.5
HO.9
HO.11
HO.15
HO.17

Compare airfares and buy travel tickets.
Calculate ﬁnance charges for a car purchase.
Interpret the weather page.
Find information about local
road construction projects.
Find pictures of means of transportation.
Write travel advice for a chosen destination.
Interpret display ads for travel.
Identify different types of vehicles.

TR.1
TR.3
TR.5
TR.9
TR.13
TR.17
TR.21
TR.25

Sequence a comic strip. Tell, write the story.
Write sentences comparing/contrasting items.
Create a crossword with life skill vocabulary.
Find headlines that address a life skill issue.
Interpret the weather page.
Interpret movie ads and theater listings.
Put missing words into a gapped news article.
Use standard and metric measures.
Write a paragraph to describe a news photo.
Identify ordinal and cardinal numbers.
Prioritize items needed for survival.
Interpret a weekly television schedule.
Interpret display ads for consumer products.
Write the dialogue for a comic strip.
Write a letter giving advice.
Identify when a news event happened.

PO.1
PO.3
PO.7
PO.11
PO.13
PO.17
PO.21
PO.23
PO.27
PO.29
PO.31
PO.35
PO.39
PO.43
PO.45
PO.49

UNIT 10 - POTPOURRI
Comic Strip Scramble
Compare and Contrast
Crossword Creations
Headline Races
How’s the Weather?
Let’s Go to a Movie!
Listening to the Newspaper
Measure Up!
Pictures and Paragraphs
Sports Numbers
Stranded on an Island
Time for TV
What’s on Display?
What’s So Funny?
What’s Your Advice?
When Did It Happen?

APPENDICES & INDEXES
Appendix A: List of Resources for Newspapers in Adult Education
Appendix B: Newspaper Glossary
Appendix C: Classiﬁed Advertisement Abbreviations - Employment
Appendix D: Classiﬁed Advertisement Abbreviations - Housing
Appendix E: Classiﬁed Advertisement Abbreviations - Auto / Transportation
Index:
SPL (Student Performance Level)
Index:
CASAS Competencies
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Using the Teacher Instruction
Pages in the Newslinks Curriculum Guide.
 Activity

The title of the activity.

 SPL Level

Student Performance Level appropriate for the classroom activity
as it is written. Teachers may adapt the activity to suit learners of
higher or lower language proﬁciencies.

 Language Skills

Language skills practiced during the in-class activity.
R = Reading, W = Writing, L = Listening, S = Speaking

 CASAS

Life skill competencies from the Comprehensive Adult Student
Assessment System which are inherently addressed during the
activity.

 Competency Area

The life skill category addressed by the activity. Also, the name
of the chapter in the curriculum guide in which the activity is
included.

 Objective

A description of the task the learners will complete during the
activity.

 Newspaper Section

The section(s) of the newspaper used for the activity.

 Required Class Time

An estimate of the time required to complete the in-class activity.

 Target Vocabulary

A selection of key vocabulary used during the activity.
Teachers may select additional vocabulary suited to their students’
needs and/or arising from the speciﬁc news articles used during
the activity.

 Grammar Points

Grammar points that typically are addressed during the activity.
Speciﬁc news articles selected for use during the activity may
demonstrate additional grammar points.

 Materials List

Speciﬁc materials needed for the activity. Standard classroom
materials (markers, erasers) are assumed and not listed.

 In-class Procedure

Step-by-step teacher instructions. Teachers may adapt the
instructions to suit their classroom contexts and students’ needs.
For activities that use a worksheet, the reproducible worksheet
follows the teacher instruction page.

 Take-Home Activities

For adult learner: Suggestions for activities related to the in-class
activity that can be done at home.
For learner and child(ren): Suggestions for intergenerational
activities related to the in-class activity that can be done at home
with the adult learner and child together.

 Tips and Options

Tips for the teacher regarding managing the in-class activity.
Options for extending the activity to suit learners of higher or
lower proﬁciencies, for adding additional language components
(adding role play to a reading activity, for example), for alternative
classroom arrangements, etc.

Why Use the Newspaper?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Newspapers make learning fun.
Newspapers are easy to use.
Newspapers are extremely ﬂexible and adaptable to all curriculum areas and
proﬁciency levels.
Newspapers motivate students to read.
Newspapers keep students informed.
Newspapers link students to the real world.
Newspapers are a common community link -a community talking to itself.
Newspapers are an excellent language learning tool with high status as
an adult medium.
Newspapers help students understand freedom of the press and other rights
guaranteed in the Constitution.
Newspapers are ideal for building many educational skills such as locating
information, identifying the main idea of a paragraph, developing better critical
thinking skills, understanding cause and effect, recognizing important details,
determining accuracy, proof reading, anticipating outcomes, and improving
skimming, scanning and surveying skills.
Newspapers build good reading habits.
Newspapers can be cut, marked, clipped, pasted, ﬁled.
Newspapers give everybody something interesting to read.
Newspapers entertain as they teach.
Newspapers are a cost effective way to educate.

*Prepared by The Ohio Newspaper in Education Committee, 1980

