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Full of Joy

Meshulam thriving as first female golf

captain in Marblehead High history

By Phil Stacey

» Executive Sports Editor

MARBLEHEAD —
What's in a name? In the
case of Joy Meshulam, it’s
the perfect moniker.

Radiating positivity,
enthusiasm and a curiosity
that befits her love of the sci-
ences, Meshulam is a delight
to be around. A member of
the National Honor Society
at Marblehead High School,
she’s happy to chat you up
about why Charles Dar-
win is a particular favorite
of hers, taking part in role
playing video games with
her cousin Kevin such as
Fortnite and The Witcher
3, and her love of freehand
drawing — especially differ-
ent dog breeds.

If you really want to see an
abundance of joy emanate
from Meshulam, though,
ask her about her golf game
... or her role as Marblehead
High’s first ever female golf
captain.

“It was a goal of mine, and
as a very analytical realist,

I thought there was a pos-
sibility,” said the 17-year-
old Meshulam. “So when

it actually happened, I was
like, ‘huh’ and said ‘“Thank
you very much.’ I knew I
had to hold myself to a very
high standard.

“But the second I got back
into my car,” Meshulam con-
tinued, excitement raising in
her voice, “I was like, “Guess
what parents! I did it I was

Senior Joy Meshulam is the
first female golf captain
Marblehead High history.
She is a perfect 8-0 in her
matches this season for the
Magicians.

calling all my friends, tex-
ting people, so happy to let
them all know.”

A three-year member of
the varsity team, Meshulam
isn’t a captain for the Magi-
cians because she’s female;
she was chosen as a co-cap-
tain by her teammates
because she’s an excellent
golfer.

During the first two
rounds of team tryouts at
Olde Salem Greens she shot
a 37, then a career low 34.
Since the regular season
began she had won all eight
of her matches by mid-Sep-
tember, playing out of the
No. 5 spot in the lineup,
including two of those
being 9-0 sweeps. (The

DAVID SOKOL/Staff photo

Joy Meshulam putts on the second hole during a golf match against Gloucester at Tedesco Country Club recently.

'Committed to it’
The only child of Kristen

Northeastern Conference
uses individual match play

as opposed to a modified and Andy Meshulam came
Stableford format). to golf in middle school if
“She’s a terrific young for no other reason than she

hates running.

“At that time I didn’t have
a lot of hobbies and wanted
to get into a sport before it
was too late,” she admitted.
“There was no running in
golf, so I said ‘Let’s try that.”
I've loved it ever since.”

lady, as testament to nine
boys voting for her for cap-
taincy,” Marblehead golf
coach Bob Green stated.
“She’s earned the respect;
the players respect her atti-
tude, her approach and com-
mitment to the game and the

support she gives back to The game has loved her
her teammates. back. Blessed with strong
“Being the first female hand-eye coordination,

patience and a hunger to
improve, Meshulam has

put the time in to make her-
self into a standout player.
From taking instruction
from PGA Golf Professional

captain in MHS golf history
is well deserved,” he con-
tinued. “Her name speaks
for itself; she’s a joy to have
on the team and a terrific
golfer.”

Brian O’Hearn at DiLisio’s
Golf Range in Salem, play-
ing as a member at Olde
Salem Greens, and discov-
ering what clubs do (and
don’t) work for her, she has
made herself into a fine
player.

She has also implanted
Green’s credo of ‘It’s the
next shot that matters’, she
strives to maintain compo-
sure whether she hits the
shot of her life or, on those

rare occasions, it goes astray.

Her Marblehead co-cap-
tain, junior Tyler Forbes,

has certainly made note of it.

“I played with Joy every
day in tryouts this year, and
something that stood out
to me was the way she held

her emotions,” said Forbes.
“I don’t think she ever lets
her emotions play a factor in
her game, and that’s some-
thing that I think feeds off
onto our team in a positive
way. That week of playing
with her every morning in
tryouts really helped me on
being better at not getting so
upset after hitting a bad shot
and moving onto the next
one.”

Playing from the ladies
tees (as the MIAA allows
female players to do),
Meshulam isn’t particu-
larly long off the tee but cer-
tainly consistent, able to hit
it 200 or more yards with

SEE CAPTAIN, PAGE 3
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Looking to combat fake news?

Here are some resources to help you determine if what you've read is true:

» Politifact is the Pulitzer Prize-winning fact checking operation run by the
nonprofit Poynter Institute. The site fact-checks statements by politicians
and debunks myriad Facebook hoaxes.

https://www.politifact.com/

» FactCheck.org, run by Annenberg Public Policy Center, performs much
of the same tasks, and also let’s you ask questions of the fact checkers. An
example question: Did the Supreme Court rule that it is illegal to take the
oath of office with anything but the Bible? (The answer is no.)
https://www.factcheck.org/

» Snopes is the original fact-checking website. Use the site’s search bar to get
to the bottom of political statements, viral videos and urban myths.
https://www.snopes.com/

» A Google reverse image search is the best way to find out if that photo you
saw making the rounds on Twitter or Facebook is real. This story from PC

Magazine walks you through how to do it on your desktop or your phone.
https://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2492468,00.asp

» Still need help? Contact us at the Gloucester Daily Times or Salem News,
and we’ll get the answer for you, no matter the topic. Email Gloucester editor
Andrea Holbrook at aholbrook@gloucestertimes.com, or Salem editor John
Castelluccio at jeastelluccio@salemnews.com
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How the
program works

Your school can have
access to local, trusted
journalism from The Salem
News and Gloucester Daily
Times on a daily basis. We
report on news throughout
the North Shore and Cape
Ann, covering all things
local — from schools, to
sports, to government, peo-
ple profiles, business, enter-
tainment and more. You get
the facts — the real news —
from experienced reporters,
photographers and editors
you can count on at no cost
to your school.

Here are the basics of the
program:

What s it? The Salem News
and Gloucester Daily Times
partner with local busi-
nesses to provide free digi-
tal access to our newspapers
to anyone within a school in
our coverage area at no cost
to the school. This access
encourages students to
value the vital news cover-
age being produced by The
Salem News and Glouces-
ter Daily Times. They will
build awareness and gain
critical thinking skills in
the process.

Who can participate? This
program will benefit teach-
ers, students, and others in
the school community.

Where does it take place?
You can access our news-
paper online. Teachers can
incorporate the program
into their curriculums, even
having reporters, photogra-
phers and editors visit your
class.

When can we start benefit-
ing? As soon as we have your
commitment to participate
in Real News in Schools
we will go to work to find a
local business who wants to
sponsor you. Once we have
one, we will work with your
IT Department to get the
program up and running.

Why is this valuable?
There’s a lot of fake news
out there on social media
and elsewhere. The Salem
News, founded in 1880 as
The Salem Evening News,
and the Gloucester Daily
Times, founded in 1888,
both award-winning pub-
lications, have long track
records of fair and accurate
reporting that cuts through
the misinformation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
SALEMNEWS.COM/REALNEWS
GLOUCESTERTIMES.COM/REALNEWS



Cushing says he’s ready to reunite a divided Beverly

By Caroline Enos
» Staff Writer

BEVERLY — This year’s theme at
Beverly schools is “From challenge
to change together,” a mission new
Superintendent Peter Cushing said
he’s ready to take on.

“Priority No. 1is really reengaging
the community and building trust,”
he said prior to the start of school.

Cushing started in the district on
July 1, taking the reins from previ-
ous Superintendent Suzanne Cha-
rochak upon her retirement.

He was formerly an assistant
superintendent in Medford, a high
school principal in Webster, assis-
tant principal of Narragansett
Middle School in Templeton, vice
principal of Narragansett Regional
High School, and was a history
teacher at Lynn Classical and
Arlington high schools.

Cushing also holds a master’s in
educational administration and a

doctorate in education from Bos-
ton College. He lives in Ipswich and
grew up in Lynn, which has given
him a good understanding of the
needs of diverse North Shore com-
munities such as Beverly, he said.
“Beverly is North Shore rugged-
ness, all right,” Cushing said. “I
think you can say that about a lot
of communities in our area. There’s
a passionate stick-to-it-ness that I
sensed growing up in Lynn, but
that I sense is just part of being on
the North Shore. It’s almost like our
rocky coastline that doesn’t give up.
“We’re not going to give up. We're
going to find solutions to this.”
There was doubt among some
School Committee members that
Cushing has the experience to bring
Beverly out of the divisive aftermath
of the 2024 Beverly Teachers Asso-
ciation strike, since he has never led
a district as superintendent before.
While School Committee mem-
bers Lorinda Visnick and Kimberly

Coelho voted
against Cush-
ing’s appoint-
ment in April
and Mayor
Mike Cahill
initially shared
their doubts,
the mayor
reconsidered
and voted with
Beverly four other

Superintendent members to

Peter Cushing bring him on
board.

“Barack Obama wasn’t the pres-
ident before, and he did a phenom-
enal job,” Cushing said. “I think
leadership takes many different
forms.

“I fully respect where the School
Committee was and their deliber-
ations. And much like the Beverly
Public Schools has to make sure that
we convince and win over our con-
stituents, I'm going to be doing the

same type of thing to make sure that
I'm delivering the best product.”
Rebuilding the relationship
between teachers, administrators
and community members will be
the main focus of this school year.
Cushing offered Beverly educators
individual 15-minute meetings this
summer as he settled into the dis-
trict. He’s heard two philosophies on

how to best move past the turmoil of far in working through some of

the strike. Either to heal and grow
from the strike, or keep it in the past
and simply move on.

The solution to rebuilding these
relationships partly lies in the dis-
trict’s second priority for the school
year, he said, which is creating anew
strategic plan.

Beverly schools are currently in
the last year of a three-year district
improvement plan. Cushing said he
expects the process of creating a new
plan to include focus groups, sur-
veys and other forms of communi-
cation with the community.

“Hopefully, this might be able to
be done all at the same time as the
healing tour and the healing mis-
sion that we’re going to need to be
on,” he said.

He has also spoken with the
leadership of the BTA and said
he was impressed with these con-
versations, adding, “they have
been good thought partners so

our challenges.”

The district is also tasked with
proving to taxpayers the value of a
public education in this city, Cush-
ing said.

“('m excited about) the possibil-
ities to work through these chal-
lenges and start building an amazing
school district,” he said.

“Not that it isn’t amazing right
now, but I want us to be considered
in the same breath as the best school
districts in the state.”

Contact Caroline Enos at-CEnos@
northofboston.com.-

] Nothing left to do
” Captaln but smile smile smile
Continued from Page 1 With a weighted 4.58
grade point average, Meshu-
her driver. lam will have her pick of
“My freshman year those excellent colleges to choose
shots were going 70 yards  from. She wants to study

off to the right, so 'm so
proud I've straightened out
my driver,” said Meshu-
lam. “I go up to the tee box
now saying to myself, “This
is going straight down the
fairway.”

If she’s able to do so on a
par 4, she’ll either lay up or
go for the green using a 7-,
8- (“my lucky number and
club”) or 9-iron. She also
enjoys using both her pitch-
ing and sand wedges, and is
comfortable with her hybrid
irons on shorter holes, such
as the fifth hole at the Magi-
cians’ home course, Tedesco
Country Club.

“Joy takes the game very
seriously, and it shows,” said
Green, a former Swamp-
scott High golfer (1965-

67) who began working at
Tedesco in 1970 and has
been the MHS golf coach for

evolutionary biology and
would love to play golf if
that’s an option; Dartmouth
and Brown are at the top of
her list, with Boston Univer-
sity, Boston College, Bow-
doin and MIT also in the
mix.

She had tried out for posi-
tions in other arenas, such
as an officer in NHS, that
she wasn’t voted for, and
wasn’t sure if the same thing
would happen when the golf
team voted for its captains.
To her very pleasant sur-
prise, it wasn’t.

“It meant a lot that they
saw me as someone they
could look up to and value
as a leader and captain that
wasn’t defined by gender
borders,” Meshulam said of
her male teammates. “It was
“This person can lead us to
be successful.’ T was very

“Joy is a great captain to be
working with because she’s
open to ideas when discuss-
ing things for the team,” he
said. “I think we work well

“I know Joy has worked
hard since her first year
playing for Marblehead golf
on improving her game,”
Forbes added, “and I know

o
A

DAVID SOKOL/Staff photo
Joy Meshulam, a senior captain for the Marblehead High golf team, listens to head
coach Bob Green before the start of a recent match.

Green has had a handful
of female players in his pro-
gram in years past, most
notably the late Sgt. Rachel
McKay, a three-sport star

Shore schools who starred
on the links several gener-
ations ago, such as Robin
Auger in Beverly and Jen
Webster for Peabody.

To him, Meshulam
deserves the attention she’s
been giving both for her play
and her leadership abilities.

“Our kids were overjoyed
when she had that 37-34 in
tryouts,” he said, a broad
smile appearing on his face.
“Joy gets along great with
her teammates, who are as
supportive of her as she is of
them.”

A captain-elect for the
| Marblehead girls tennis
team next spring, Meshulam
takes the same mindset that
her first name signifies with
her each time she steps onto
the course wearing Mar-
blehead’s Red, White and
Black.

“My ultimate goal this sea-
son is to have a smile on my
face every single time the
round has finished,” she
said, “because I really want
to look back on these mem-
ories fondly. There’s only so

x ol
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the last eight years. “She’s proud and thankful of my  together on keeping each that the hard work has paid who went on to play colle-  many of them, so I just want
worked at it, is committed to team.” others informed about what off. She’s really been playing giately at William Smitha  to smile through it.”

it, and the results speak for To Forbes, her selection we send out to our team- well by sweeping her oppo-  decade ago. He also recalls Contact Phil Stacey
themselves.” was a no-brainer. mates and stuff like that. nent the last few matches.”  great talents from North @PhilStacey_SN
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When you've worked hard to build wealth, protecting
it—and passing it on—requires more than just planning.

It demands foresight and savings, expertise, and a

trusted relationship. Trust a group that's done it before.

Talk to us and together, we’ll develop a plan
CAPE ANN SAVINGS

TRUST & FINANCIAL SERVICES k : h
PLANNING < ADVISING < INVESTING to ma e It qppen.

A DEPARTMENT OF CAPE ANN SAVINGS BANK

learn.capeannsavings.bank/planning

INVESTMENTS PURCHASED THROUGH THE CAPE ANN SAVINGS TRUST & FINANCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT
ARENOT FDIC INSURED, NOT FDIC GUARANTEED, NOT BANK GUARANTEED AND MAY LOSE PRINCIPAL VALUE.




DANVERS: 182 North Street, 978-777-3000 « NEWBURY: 2 Morgan Ave., 978-463-3001

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT FAMILY OR COMPANY PARTY
Open 7 days a week: Sun.-Sat. 9 a.m.-7 p.m.

FAMOUS MARINADES To TH E GAME'
Sirloin Tips | Boneless Chicken 0

Boneless Pork | Wings & Thighs

« SOWIL], A[re(] 191S90N0[Y) 29 SMIN WIR[BS YL, §

NEW SEASONED STEAKS
Seasoned with Montreal Seasoning

" Available in All Cuts

\ BEER & WINE
A Great Selection of Beer & Wine
to Complement Our Food Items

PREPARED FOODS
Salads | Soups | Quiche
Dips | Desserts

STOT ‘@ 1940120 * STTOOHIS NI SMAN TVHY

MEATS
Full Line of Packaged &
Custom-Cut Meats

PRODUCE
Expanded Produce
Department

BUTCHERY

The Difference is Delicious

www.danversbutchery.com




The Salem News & Gloucester Daily Times « REAL NEWS IN SCHOOLS » October 8,2025 6

By Stephen Hagan

» Staff Writer

ESSEX — For the 16th year,
pupils at Essex Elementary
School participated in the Happy
as a Clam Fun Dash and 5K race.

The Sept. 12 event was
designed to foster physical fit-
ness and a sense of school com-

munity, by bringing together |22 3

schoolchildren, families and
staff members, all while pro-

moting wellness, school spirit |

and outdoor activities.

The Friends of Essex Elemen-
tary School hosted the event and
more than 100 students took
part, with staff and parents lin-

ing the course to cheer on the .,"

participants. The event fea-
tured mascot Shucky the Clam

FRIENDS OF ESSEX ELEMENTARY/MERSD photos
Schoolchidren start their Fun Dash at the 16th Annual Happy As A Clam race event in Essex.

Elementary schoolchildren
racein Happy as a Clam event

- Fifth-graders in Emily
Dwyer’s class, who earned the
Clam Cup for most participation

=1 by a class in the Fun Dash.

Principal Kimberly Provost
said much of the school commu-
nity was involved in planning for
the event.

“Thank you to the Friends of
Essex Elementary School for
organizing such a fantastic event
and to everyone who came out to
run, dash or cheer,” Provost said.
“We're already looking forward
to next year.

Event sponsors included
Buckley Tree Care, Beauport
Ambulance Service Inc., Trionic
Group, Jungle, Red Barn Archi-

| tecture, Coating Systems Inc.,

Ashley Fuel Inc., Body Build-
ers Inc., Lahey Health, Pediatric

Taylor makes her mark
at Manchester Essex

By Stephen Hagan

» Staff Writer

MANCHESTER-BY-THE-SEA —
While she may be new to Manches-
ter Essex Regional Middle School,
the school’s interim principal brings
a wealth of experience in education
to the job.

Elizabeth “Betty” Taylor’s resume
highlights her leadership experi-
ence in education
in recent positions
in Beverly and
Andover, where
she served as prin-
cipal and interim
principal.

Taylor said the
| Manchester Essex

. Regional School
Elizabeth District administra-
tion and staff have
welcomed her, and the students have
been courteous and curious.

“I always enjoy the start of the
beginning of the school year and I
am happy to begin this school year
working with Manchester Essex,” she
said. “My biggest goal is to support
the school community with all their
efforts to improve teaching and learn-
ing. I want the school to have as few
bumps as possible and to encourage
students and staff to succeed in their
goals for this school year.”

So far, Taylor said she has heard
mostly positive things from the school
community.

“Families are happy with the
school,” she said. “Our teachers are
collaborative and creative. I am just
getting to know the students but when
I gointo the classrooms, I see students
who are actively participating in the
activities.”

Taylor is known for her collabora-
tive and student-centered approach,
Superintendent Pamela Beaudoin
said.

“We were very lucky to find Eliza-

Taylor

661 want the school
to have as few
bumps as possible
and to encourage
students and

staff to succeed in
their goals for this
school year99

— Elizabeth “Betty”
Taylor, interim principal
at Manchester Essex
Regional Middle School

brings more than 40 years of experi-
ence in education, including service
as interim principal for Andover High
and Andover West Middle Schools,
and as an English and theater arts
teacher for more than 28 years.

Taylor has been impressed watch-
ing staff patiently helping students
navigate the new routines and pro-
cedures at Manchester Essex Middle
School.

“It is clear to me that the school
administration appreciates the hard
work of the staff and is working
to provide support, resources and
training to help students succeed,”
she said.

Taylor holds a Bachelor of Arts in
English from Regis College, a Master
in Theatre Education from Emerson
College, and a Master in Education
from Salem State University.

During her career, she served as
a teacher, summer school direc-
tor and director of teacher-mentor
programming.

Taylor said her experiences in Bev-
erly and Andover have helped her
appreciate how important is to build
a school community that offers sup-
port for everyone.

Each school has its own distinct per-

and a variety of food trucks. Bay Essex Elementary

State Race Services assisted with Schoolchildren give event

course organization and timing. mascot Sr.'UCky t'he Clam a hug
Each student received a com- 9uring this year's Happy As A

Health Care Associates, Boston beth Taylor, who is our interim mid- sonality, she said.
Children’s Primary Alliance, | dleschool principal,” Beaudoinsaid. = “What I know so far about Man-
Downriver Ice Cream, Ramsey “(Sheis) doing a fantastic job out of the chester Essex Middle School is that
Clam Fun Dash and 5K Marine & Dock, Essex County | gate.She’sareally wonderful addition the staff believes that teamwork and
memorative T-shirt and prizes ’ OB/GYN, C.K. Pearl, The James | — very seasoned, lots of experience. collaboration is important and that
were awarded to the female and received a $100 gift card. Pub & Provisions, Barn Dog, | We're really trying to pick her brain the middle school and high school in
male first-place finishers of the - Team Notch North, which YMCA of the North Shore, and and learn a lot from her.” one building creates a sense of conti-
5K and the overall winning team. included Michael Watson, Alex Crocker’s Boat Yard. Taylor retired after eight years as nuity for students.”

Winners were: Trotsky and Dan Chruniak. Stephen Hagan may be con- principal of Beverly High School in  Stephen Hagan may be contacted at

- Michael Watson and Kim- They were awarded a $200 gift facted at 978-675-2708, or sha- 2023, serving as the school’s assistant 978-675-2708, or shagan@gloucester-
berly Fitzgerald, who each card. gan@gloucestertimes.com. principal for 10 years before that. She times.com.




New PVMHS bulldmg puts blgger CTE possibilities in sight

By Caroline Enos
» Staff Writer

PEABODY — The CTE pro-
gram at Peabody Veterans
Memorial High School helped
turn Jillian McCormick from
student to teacher. Once the
city’s new high school opens
around 2030, more pro-
grams will be added to open

up more career paths to Pea- |

body students.

McCormick joined the
school’s Early Education pro-
gram as a sophomore. By the
time she graduated in 2017,
she had done a work study
at Magical Beginnings child
care center, created lesson
plans for the Little Tanners
Preschool on site at the high
school, and had been certi-
fied to run infant, toddler and
preschool classrooms upon
graduation.

That experience helped pre-
pare her for her current role,
a first-grade teacher at the
Brown Elementary School in
Peabody where she teaches
20 students, six of whom have
autism, through the district’s
Connections program.

“The minute I graduated I
was certified, I got a pay bump
at my job, and I stayed at that
job for years,” McCormick
said. “It really set me up for
success. That program set the
foundation for what I'm doing
today.”

PVMHS offers six CTE
(career and technical edu-
cation) programs currently:
cosmetology, culinary arts,
early childhood education,
electronics and engineering,
medical assisting and crimi-
nal justice.

The school also has an
Innovation Pathway program
in business and finance that
allows students to take two
technical courses and two
advanced placement courses
while also completing a cap-
stone or job exploration
period. The school covers the
costs of AP tests for students
in this program with the aim
of creating equitable access to
career-driven education.

The Innovation Pathway
isn’t a full CTE program, but

Teacher Jennifer Kornusky highlights some of the features of “Charleigh Tanner,”

a medical simulation mannequin, to guests during a school tour of the Career and
Technical Education (CTE) program by the Peabody Veterans Memorial High School in
2022. Speakers shared experiences in the Medical Assisting program, which received a
grant for renovations and equipment upgrades that summer.

itis a step in the door to add-
ing one around business in
the future, Superintendent
Josh Vadala said.

This year, Innovation
Pathway students will open
a new school store where
they will sell Tanner mer-
chandise created with a new
digital printer delivered to
PVMHS over the summer
and other technology at the
school.

Each of these seven pro-
grams have shaped students
like McCormick into profes-
sionals, CTE Director Shan-
non Spinosa said. Just under
100% of PVMHS graduates
who were in a CTE program
in the last four years have
found a job related to that
field or are going to college
for that area of study.

“CTE offers a plan A or a
plan B for students,” Spinosa
said. “They can go directly
into the career world, or
they can springboard with
a wealth of knowledge into
post secondary education.”

In the last several years,
the Medical Assisting pro-
gram has seen a rede-
sign of its classroom
space and addition of new

professional-grade devices
students use to learn with,
as has the Electronics and
Engineering, which cre-
ated partnerships with
fiber optics companies and
also received new gear to
train students in that grow-
ing field.

“Most kids don’t want to
get a business degree,” said
Class of 2020 graduate Jus-
tin Walsh, who now works in
the electronics field because
of the CTE program. “To
get into something like this,
where everyone’s jobs are
needed still in order to keep
everything running, espe-
cially with technology, it’s
the best for them.”

Cosmetology students
will have access to updated
equipment this year. The
Culinary program also has
a new test kitchen and an
updated restaurant space.

It was at PVMHS that
Class of 2024 graduate Car-
mela Bisesti developed her
passion for culinary arts.
Now a freshman at Johnson
& Wales University majoring
in baking and pastry arts,
Bisesti said it was Peabody’s
CTE program that made her

“want to learn more” about
this field.

“It’s a stepping stone as to
what your career could be if
you went to college for your
passion,” Bisesti said.

Vadala said the district
will thoughtfully create new
CTE spaces in the new high
school building that will fit
the evolving needs of each
program.

The new building will go
up on the current PVMHS
property off Lowell Street,
though officials aren’t sure
exactly where. The project
is currently in the feasibil-
ity stage with the Massa-
chusetts School Building
Authority.

The district is hoping
to make the Business and
Finance Innovation Pathway
a full CTE program before
the new school goes online,
Vadala said.

As the new school will
allow PVMHS to increase
its number of CTE seats,
the district also aims to add
electrical and plumbing pro-
grams, which were previ-
ously offered until Essex
Tech opened a decade ago. Not
only did Essex Tech combine

Peabody High senior Dante Colacchio works on one of
the digital boards during a 2024 event to recognize the
success of the school’s fiber-optic training facility, which
is one of only a few in the nation.

North Shore Technical High
School with Essex Agricul-
tural High School, but also
these types of vocational
programs at PVMHS.

“You look at the work-
force development, and
there’s not enough plumb-
ers, there’s not enough
electricians,” Vadala said.
“We’d love to be able to
offer these for our students,
because we have a number
of students that end up on
the waiting list and can’t get
into Essex Tech.”

Peabody is also looking at
creating an Aviation Main-
tenance program, which is
only offered at a few other
high schools in the state.

The city’s proximity to
Beverly Regional Airport,
Boston’s Logan Airport
and even Manchester-Bos-
ton Regional Airport in
New Hampshire pose it as a
perfect spot to help develop
this specialized work force,
Vadala said.

An airplane hangar
would be built at PVMHS
as part of the new school
building project to support
this program, which also
requires approvals from the
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. If created, the pro-
gram would likely partner
with Beverly Airport.

It would also pair nicely
with the school’s Air Force
JROTC program, Vadala
said.
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“(This program) is cer-
tainly not a definite, but
it is something that we’re
really exploring...” Vadala
said. “It’s an industry that’s
very much in demand and
our students could really
have a leg up on other stu-
dents in the region because
they’d have this specialized
training.”

The city expects to hire a
project manager and archi-
tect in the next year for
the project to build a new
high school, though it’s too
early to attach a price tag or
timeline.

An exploratory program
of CTE courses for Higgins
Middle School students saw
its highest number of enroll-
ees this year. A little over half
of the freshman class who
started at PVMHS this fall
have enrolled in the official
exploratory program for high
schoolers, Spinosa said.

“Students that come
through CTE programs have
a focus, have an idea that
they’re able to connect their
learning to relevance,” Spi-
nosa said.

“They’re able to graduate
from our programs and be
successful in their future,
whether it’s career or college,
because they have the ability
toseta goal, to plan, to see the
relevance of what their educa-
tion is providing them.”

Contact Caroline Enos at
CEnos@northofboston.com
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School is where you
build the foundation
for the rest of your life.

We can relate.

AA

Hi HY
MOYNIHAN LUMBER

BEVERLY | NORTH READING | PLAISTOW, N.H.

MOYNIHANLUMBER.COM
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