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Introduction

The newspaper has long been a motivational classroom resource for teachers of
reading, language arts, social studies, mathematics, science and many other
subjects. Because it contains current and important information, students
enthusiastically welcome the use of the newspaper as a text in the classroom.
The colorful words and action contained in the sports pages have the potential of
motivating even the most reluctant learners to apply and improve skills in
academic areas.

The authors intend for this guide to provide an opportunity for elementary and
secondary educators to use the newspaper in their classrooms. In the general
areas of language arts, social studies, mathematics and science, educators can
discover the value of the newspaper as an instructional tool. These activities
may be easily adapted to serve the needs of the individual learner.

The book is divided into four parts. The major sections of language arts, social
studies and mathematics/science contain their own table of contents. The final
section of supplementary activity cards is a collection of briefly worded activities
in the curriculum areas listed above. These supplementary activities are
intended for use as enrichment or additional practice and may be used in
individualized learning programs, learning centers or group instruction. The
major sections are entitled as follows.

Playbook 1: Language Arts
Playbook 2: Social Studies
Playbook 3: Mathematics/Science
Supplementary Activities




Onthe
Sidelines...

Playbook 1: Language Arts

Activity Title

My Favorite Subject

Off the Bench-Synonym Subs
What Action? What Drama?

Sports Scavenger

The Stuff of Sports

Home Team

Letter to the Sports Editor

Go JayHawks! Go Sun Devils!

Win One for the Gipper

Why So Much Love in Tennis?

The Big Sports Picture
Poetry in Motion
Sports Shoris

Comic Strip Characters-A Sporting Lot

Armchair Quarterback
Fan Reviewer

An Acrostic Is Not A Spectator Sport

Deadline
Behind the Sports Scene
Sporting Viewpoints

Even the Best Can Get Better
Take Me Out o the Ballgame

Focus Activity Number
Five W’s in Sports LA-1
Synonyms/Adjectives LA-2
Visual Communication LA-3
Contents of Sports LA-4
Key Words in Sports LA-5
Bias/Opinion LA-6
Wiriting About Issues LA-7
Symbols LA-8
Jargon LA-9
Vocabulary LA-10
Newsworthy Photos LA-11
Creative Writing LA-12
Theme/Human Emotion LA-13
Mirroring Real Life LA-14
Reading Schedules LA-15
Critique of a Sports Event LA-16
Making an Acrostic LA-17
Sports Writing LA-18
Sports Features LA-19
Writing Opinion LA-20
Evaluation LA-21
Designing an Ad LA-22
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My Favorite Subject

Game Plan:

The main purpose of the sports
section is to keep us informed
about the most important
sports events.

A sports story will answer the
who, what, when, where and
often the why and how of an
event. Unlike regular news
stories, which are written in a
more formal style, sports
stories are often written in a
more informal and lively style.
They will, however, still provide
answers to the basic news
questions.

Copyright, ©1988 News Reliel, Inc.

On Your Mark Name

*Read the sports news in one issue of your newspaper. Identify two stories of particular interest to
you.
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Off the Bench:
Synonym Subs

Game Plan:

Sports stories are written in
colorful, expressive language.
Sports writers try to use lively
words to capture the special
feelings and enthusiasm
associated with sporting events.
“Trounced,” “slaughtered” and
“demolished,” for example, may
be used instead of the less
colorful words, “lost” or
“defeated.”

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

*Read several sports stories in one issue of your newspaper. Underline or circle the adjectives that
are used to make the stories as lively and interesting as possible.

On Your Mark Name

*«In the space below, list ten of the adjectives used in the stories. For each adjective, identify two
synonyms that the sports writer could have used. Try and think of synonyms that you believe are
as appropriate as the actual adjectives used in the sports stories.

Adjectives from Sports Stories Your Synonym Substitutes

++Select one adjective and your two synonyms from the list above. Describe how synonyms can
change the meaning or effect of a sports story.
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What Action?
What Drama?

Game Plan:

Sports involves competition
and competition means action.
Action communicated through
a photo greatly enhances our
enjoyment of our newspaper's
sports pages.In addition to
sports action, photos also
capture the drama of sports
competition.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

*For a period of one week, clip the major sports photos from your newspaper. Attach your photos
to this sheet and answer the following questions.

1. What photo is your favorite? Why?

2. What photo is your least favorite? Why?

**Read the sports news in one issue of your newspaper. Identify and describe two photos that you
would like to have seen included in the newspaper. The photos should relate to one or more of
the sports stories you read. Use the space below to describe your photos.

Photo 1:

Photo 2:
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Sports Scavenger

Game Plan:

The sports section includes a
great deal of information of
interest and value to the sports
fan.

The purpose of this activity is
to acquaint you with the sports
section of your newspaper.
Finding examples of the
different sports items is what
this sports search is all about.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark

+Listed below are several different items that can be found in the sports section. Locate each item
by using one or more issues of your newspaper.

«Clip each example from the newspaper and print the number of the item on each newspaper
clipping. Turn in your clippings when you have found an example for each item.

Name

Sports Scavenger Hunt

1. Name of a local sports writer

2. A sports column or editorial

3. An interesting sports photo

4. League or team standings

5. An interesting verb or adjective

6. A synonym for won or lost

7. A sports result from another country
8. A close score

9. Name of a winner and a loser

10. A fraction

11. A sport of little interest

12. Sport logo or symbol

13. A percentage

14. A personal sports hero

15. An important sports achievement
16. An example of conflict

17. A reference to a rule in sports

18. An example of courage in sports
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The Stuff Of Sports

Game Plan:

Every day your newspaper
reports important sports stor-
ies. The news reports include
the names, places and events
in the world of sports.

A hidden words puzzle
focusing on sports is not only
fun to work and make, it is a
good way to become knowl-
edgeable about sports.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark Name

*Using the sports section of your newspaper, identify 20 words and/or names that will become the
answers to your sports puzzle. List your selections on the back of this sheet.

*To construct your hidden words puzzle, use the squares at the bottom of this page. Write some
answers across and others up and down. If possible, write some answers diagonally. In addition,
write some answers backwards and have some overlap each other.

=sWhen all answers are in place, fill in the empty spaces with any letters you want. On another
sheet of paper, write a question to match each of the answers you've hidden in the puzzle.
Exchange your puzzle with other students to complete this sports challenge.




On the Sidelines...

Home Team

i
e

Game Plan:

Actual sports reporting should
be fair, accurate and unbiased.
Given the feelings that people
have about their sports teams
and the emotions that are often
displayed, it is difficult, of
course, to remain totally
unbiased about the home
team.

Opinions and viewpoints are

always expected in sports
columns and editorials.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark

Name

*Read the sports section of at least two issues of your newspaper.

*sLocate as many examples as you can of opinions that are expressed either in sports news stories
and/or sports columns and editorials. Note, in addition, any examples of bias or comments that

appear to be very favorable or unfavorable about a

space below.

Opinions Found In Sports News,
Editorlals and Sports Columns

person or team. List your examples in the

Examples of Bias Found In Sports News,
Editorlals and Sports Columns




On the Sidelines...

Letter To The Sports
Editor

P

Game Plan:

Newspapers publish letters
from readers which cover a
variety of issues or concerns.
Frequently, sports issues may
surface in the letters to the
editor section. Some news-
papers provide special sec-
tions for letters to the sports
editor or letters focusing on
sports issues or controversies.

Many fans become quite
emotional and need to air their
opinions when their favorite
sport becomes an issue in the
newspaper pages. The letter
to the editor is a good place for
a reader to express a view-
point.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark

*Read the sports section for several days. Note below some issues or topics which might be

Name

possible subjects for a letter to the sports editor.

-«Select one of the sports issues and prepare two letters to the sports editor. Each letter should
present a different point of view on the same issue. Write your letters in the areas provided below.

Two Differing Viewpoints

II_Jear Editor:

e
—

—
—

|
I

Dear Editor:

)
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Go Jayhawks!
Go Sun Devils!

Game Plan:

Part of the appeal of sports to
our society may be due, at
least in part, to the colorful and
interesting use of nicknames,
mascots, emblems, symbols
and logos. They are part of
what makes sports fun to
millions of citizens.

Understanding and enjoying
sports is enhanced when we
know team nicknames,
mascots, etc.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

LA-8

On Your Mark Name

*Using the sports section of your newspaper, identify as many examples as you can of team

nicknames, mascots, emblems, symbols and logos. You may want to use, in addition, retail
advertisements from other sections of your newspaper. Clip your examples and paste them in the
space below.

**Sports are often seasonal. Examine sports sections from different times during the year and in the
space below list some examples of logos and mascots of seasonal sports. If sports sections from
different times of the year are not available, list some examples of off-season sports logos that are
familiar to you.

*+«Select one of the nicknames, mascots, symbols or logos from your lists above and trace its
history back to its origin, if possible.




On the Sidelines...

Win One For The
Gipper

r @ ™
For the Gippee
VR e K

Game Plan:

Sports of all kinds are noted for
the use of colorful expressions
and language. Different
phrases, euphemisms, idioms
and cliches are an important
part of the everyday language
of sports competition.

Knowing the language of
sports adds to the enjoyment
of sports fans as they read the
sports section of their news-

paper.

Copyright, ©1988 News Reliel, Inc.

On Your Mark

*Read one or more sports sections from your daily newspaper. Circle any expressions or phrases

that could be considered the language

cliches. In any event, your examples should be considered relevant to understanding the

language of sports.

*sList your examples in the space below.

Name

or jargon of sports. They could be idioms, euphemisms or

Examples of Sports Jargon Found in the Newspaper

*«Think of some sports expressions or phrases with which you are familiar, but were not included in
the sports stories you read for the activity above. List your examples in the space below.

Typical Sports Jargon
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Why So Much Love In
Tennis?

N

11
i1l

oo

v

Game Plan:

Understanding and appre-
ciating sports requires that we
are sports literate; that is, we
know the meaning of words
that are part of the unique
vocabulary of sports.

The sports section includes
words that may seem very
strange to someone who lacks
interest and enthusiasm for
sports. Reading the sports
section helps us maintain a
high level of sports literacy.

Copyright, ©1988 News Reliel, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

+This activity may take several days to complete. Read your newspaper’s sports section for a few
days and identify any words that you believe are unique to a sport. They may be words that have
several uses and different meanings, including a special meaning as part of the vocabulary of
sports (love, iron, hit, pass, etc.).

+List and briefly define ten sports words in the spaces below.

9.

10.

«=«Think of some words or terms that are part of the vocabulary of different sports-words that are
spelled the same, but have entirely different meanings in different sports, e.g., ball, strike, driver,
fullback. List the words on the back of this page, including the sports in which they are used.
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The Big Sports Picture

Game Plan:

Sports photos are often among
the most lively in terms of
content. Colorful situations
(even in a black and white
photo) often draw our attention
to a current event or issue in
the sports world.

We can learn much about a
current event, another culture
or our own society through
close observation of action
photos in the sports pages.

On Your Mark

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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Name

*For this activity, you will need to clip four sports photos (with captions, if available).

««For each photo, complete the following information. Some of the information may not be available
for.each photo. If this is the case, leave the information blank. You may use the following Photo

Info Cards to complete your task.

{Photo #1

1. Who Is pictured in this photo?

2. What sports event Is the background for the photo?
3. When was this photo taken? (Be specific.)

4. What do you think Is the major topic/subject of the
sports photo?

{S. Why Is the photo newsworthy?
i
i6. What Is the name of the photographer or wire service

that made this photo possible?

7. On the back of this card, describe what happened In
the few moments prior to the photo being snapped.

{Photo #3

1. Who Is pictured In this photo?

2. What sports event Is the background for the photo?
3. When was this photo taken? (Be specific.)

4. What do you think Is the major topic/subject of the
sports photo?

5. Why Is the photo newsworthy?

i6. What Is the name of the photographer or wire service
that made this photo possible?

7. On the back of this card, describe what happened in
the few moments prior to the photo being snapped.

-

iPhoto #2

1. Who Is pictured In this photo?

2. What sports event is the background for the photo?
3. When was this photo taken? (Be specific.)

4. What do you think Is the major toplc/subject of the
sports photo?

is. Why is the photo newsworthy?
i6. What Is the name of the photographer or wire service
that made this photo possible?

7. On the back of this card, describe what happened In
the few moments prior to the photo being snapped.

iPhoto #4

1. Who Is pictured In this photo?

2. What sports event Is the background for the photo?
3. When was this photo taken? (Be specific.)

4. What do you think Is the major topic/subject of the
sporis photo?

15. Why Is the photo newsworthy?

1

i6. What Is the name of the photographer or wire service

that made this photo possible?

7. On the back of this card, describe what happened in
the few moments prior to the photo being snapped.

- -l
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Poetry in Motion

e

Game Plan:

Other than “Casey at the Bat,”
we do not normally associate
sports and poetry. As an
expression of feelings, how-
ever, few events in our lives
evoke as much emotion and
excitement as sports com-
petition.

As sports fans and readers of
the sports section, we can very
easily capture or describe our
personal feelings through

simple poetry.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mari(

*Even if you've never written poetry before, or feel that poetry holds no interest for you, you will
find that a simple poem can easily express your emotions and knowledge about sports.

**For this activity, you will write a cinquain, which is a five-line stanza (division) of poetry. A cinquain

is organized as follows:

George Brett
Batter, Fielder
Royal Boy of Summer
Ageless, enduring baseball man
All-Star

_In the space below, write your cinquain. Select a story or photo from the sports pages for
illustration of your cinquain. Be prepared to share your writing with other students in your class.

LA-1 2I

Name

Line 1 - A name, term, word or event (two syllables)

Line 2 - Two action words related to Line 1 (four syliables)

Line 3 - Three words that are descriptive of Line 1 (six syllables)

Line 4 - Three words that express feelings about Line 1 (eight syllables)
Line 5 - A synonym of Line 1 (iwo syllables)
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Sport Shorts

Game Plan:

The sports section includes
news and feature stories that
reflect the full range of human
emotions. Human emotion
becomes an essential com-
ponent of short stories or
novels.

Examples of short story ideas
from the sports section reflect
the theme that sports is “real-
life drama.” Emotions evi-
denced in sports includes fear,
anxiety, nervousness, shock,
surprise, relief, pride, joy,
despair, love, anger, etc.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

- below.

*Examine carefully one issue of the sports section of your newspaper. Note the range of human
emotions that appears to be part of the world of sports. Use the space below to list the different
emotions that you have identified.

**Emotions become an important part of the “story line” or theme of short stories. From reading the
sports section, identify at least three events involving human emotions and drama that you
believe would make a good short story. List and describe your short story ideas in the space

EE
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Comic Strip Characters-
A Sporting Lot

Game Plan:

Newspaper comic strips reflect
or “mirror” our lives. In addition
to the variety of issues and
problems that we face, the
comics also visualize how we
use our leisure time, including
the sports that we enjoy either
as participants or spectators.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

*Read your newspaper's comic strips for a week or so. Identify as many examples as you can of
comic strip characters participating in sports or recreational activities. In the space below, list the
comic strip and provide a brief description of the sports or recreational activities identified.

Comic Strip Sports/Recreational Activity

««Select at least three comic strips which did not involve or refer to sports. Choose at least one
comic strip character from each comic strip and, based on what you know about the character,
identify a sport that the character might likely enjoy. List your selections below.

Character An Appropriate Sport
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Armchair Quarterback

Game Plan:

Interest in sports and its
importance to our lives can be
easily measured by the
number and variety of sports
events that are on television
each week. The viewing of
sports on television has
changed the lifestyles of many
citizens.Monday Night Foot-
ballis a good example.

In addition to sports on the
major television networks, the
growth of cable channels has
greatly increased what is
available to us from throughout
the world.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

*For this activity you will need the weekly television guide or listings published by your newspaper.
You are to determine the variety and amount of television coverage given to sports for a one-week
period by your local television stations. Do not include stations on cable which are available for
you to watch but do not originate from your community (ESPN, WTBSetc.).

*«In the space below, list the different sports on television and the approximate amount of time each
event will be on television. Include all sports events being televised even if they are on at the
same time.

nday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday " Friday Saturday

*+<Add all of your responses together for the one-week period. How many different sports were on
television and how many total hours of sports viewing were available?

*s>eSince sports are seasonal, at what time during the year will the number of different sports and
the amount of sports coverage be greatest? Use the back of this page to explain.
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Fan Reviewer

On Your Mark

Game Plan:

Your newspaper will include a
number of expert reviews of
new books, plays, records and
entertainment events. The
reviews may help us decide on
how to spend our enter-
tainment dollars.

A critic (reviewer) is someone
who makes judgements and
offers opinions regarding the
value of an event, program or
product.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

*Read several reviews from your newspaper to acquaint yourself with the way they are written.
Note the style of writing that critics or reviewers use.

“Assume that you've been asked to become a sports reviewer for your local newspaper. Your job
is to review books, special events and other items that may be of interest to sports fans.

*+In the space below and on the reverse side of this sheet, write a sports review. Remember, you

are the expert critic.

LA-1 al

Name

And ip thil [orner. .

.the 8portd [ri{i]
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An Acrostic Is Not A
Spectator Sport...

'

Game Plan:

An acrostic is a poem or series
of lines in which certain letters,
usually the first in each line,
form a name, motto or
message when read in
sequence. Simply, an acrostic
looks like the following:

T ough

A gile

C onfident
K ickoff
Line

E xecute

The idea is to find words
beginning with each letter that
are related to a person’s view
of the total word.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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*Select a sports word of at least five letters. Write the word vertically in the space below (see
example in Game Plan). Think about what the word means to you - the mental image that the
word brings to mind. Go through the sports section of your newspaper and clip words that you
want to use for your acrostic. Paste the words after each beginning letter of the acrostic.

*sWhat words, if any, would you have liked to have used for your acrostic, but were not able to find
in your newspaper?
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Deadline

Game Plan:

To a sports fan, being a sports
reporter for a newspaper may
seem like the perfect job. You
have the chance to meet
coaches and players and
watch a great number of
sporting events.

Being a sports reporter can be,
however, a difficult job. You
have to be able to write well
while under pressure to meet a
deadline.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, inc.
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oﬁeqd several different news stories from the sports section of your newspaper. Try and read
stories written by different sports reporters. Write some of the common characteristics of most
sports stories on the clipboard below.

*sAssume that you are a sports reporter assigned to cover a sports event for your local newspaper.
The choice of event is entirely up to you. If you can't actually attend the event, watch an event on
television and pretend that you are there. Use the news columns below for your story. (Use the
back of this page if you need additional space.) Make sure you include a headline and some of
the common characteristics of sports stories.

The Sports News

mmon Characteristics of Sports Storle
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Behind the Sports
Scene

Game Plan:

In addition to news stories, the
sports section will also include
feature stories. Unlike sports
news stories, feature stories do
not generally report late-
breaking news. Features do
cover subjects that are timely
and of interest to the reader.

Feature stories tend to use

informal and colorful language
and often include opinions.

Copyright, ©1988 News Reliel, Inc.
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*Read a few copies of your newspaper’s sports section. Identify at least three sports feature stories.
Describe each story in the space below:

*After reading the sports news for a couple of days, think of some feature stories that you think
would be of interest to the readers. List your feature story ideas below:

1. 3.

+==Select one of the feature story ideas and describe what you might include in your sports feature.
Use the following space to describe your ideas.
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Sporting Viewpoints

Game Plan:

In addition to news and feature
stories, the sports section will
often include columns or
editorials which will provide us
with personal opinions and
interpretations on different
sports topics.

Unlike objective news stories,
columns or editorials are
expected to communicate
opinions, attitudes and beliefs.
They aid our understanding of
sports by giving us the view-
points of knowledgeable sports
writers.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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*Read as many sports columns or editorials as possible. Note the writing style that is used.

*«Assume that you have been asked to write a brief sports column or editorial for your local
newspaper. Select a sports issue or topic that is of interest to you. Collect as much information as
you can about your subject.

«-*Write the major elements of your column in the spaces below.

Column Title (headiine)

Introduction

Body (facts about the topic)

[ Conclusion (your opinions based on the facts)
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On the Sidelines...

Even The Best Can
Get Better

Game Plan:

Constant improvement is
important to all teams and
athletes. Constant improve-
ment is also important to your
newspaper.

The sports sections of all
newspapers serve essentially
the same purpose. As with
most anything, however, sports
sections may differ significantly
both in the quality and quantity
of sports coverage.

Copyright, ©1888 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark

-Assume that you have been asked to evaluate the sports section of your local newspaper. Your
task is to examine at least two sports sections of your newspaper, list what you believe are the
strengths and weaknesses and make recommendations for improvement. Use the space below

for your responses.
S

STRENGTHS

Name

PORTS SECTION

WEAKNESSES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT:

«Compare your responses to those of other students. How did their recommendations compare

with yours?
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Take Me Out to the
Ballgame

Tt

Game Plan:

Quite simply, the purpose of
advertising is to get people to
buy something. The ad may be
for a car, clothing or a sports
event.Ads are designed to
attract our attention, to develop
our interest in a product, to
make us want a product and to
actually take action to buy the
product. '

More and more teams are
advertising for fans to attend
their games; advertising sells
tickets.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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*Designing an effective newspaper advertisement is not an easy task. It requires creativity and a
knowledge of the product to be sold. Assume that you have been hired to design a newspaper ad
for a sports team of your choice. The purpose of the ad is to increase interest in the team and
increase ticket sales. Examine different ads and determine which ones you believe are most
effective.

**Design your ad in the space below.

—
—

|
I

1| > mefoten
I |
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Playbook 2: Social Studies

Activity Title

Sports As Major News Events
Major and Minor Issues

A Good Sport Wherever You Go
it's A Small World

More Than Just Playing the Game
Sports Commissioner Speaks
On the Road Again

T-Ball to World Series

Sports Cartooning

Sporting Priorities

Improving the Game

A Word From Our Sponsors
Your Sports Dollar

Is It A Record?

A Key to Understanding

Life Without the Sports Section
Let's Talk Sports

Sports And Leisure

A Capsule Analysis

Sports On Target

Focus Activity Number
Headlines SS8-1
Issues/Solutions S§S-2
Datelines SS8-3
International Datelines SS-4
Conflict Resolution SS-5
Addressing an Issue 8S-6
Reorganizing by Geography  SS-7
Target Audience SS-8
Editorial Cartoons SS9
Local, State, National Stories  SS-10
Products/Services S§S-11
Sponsorship/Patrons S§S8-12
Sports Impact on the Economy SS-13
Significance of Records SS-14
World Sports $S-15
Cause and Effect $S-16
Drawing Conclusions §§-17
Lifestyles SS-18
Historic Artifacts SS-19
Comparison and Contrast SS8-20
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Sports As Major News
Events

A Miracle...Bluejackets
Advance to Final Four!

Game Plan:

News of sports is not always
confined to the sports section.
Many newspapers carry game
scores or brief sports sum-
maries on the front page or
within the front page section.
Similarly, references to sports
may overflow into the editorial
pages, business pages and
comics. However, some major
sports stories become front
page news events.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

SS-1

On Your Mark Name

*Analyze the front page headlines in your newspaper. List below the characteristics most headlines
have in common.

Common Characteristics of Most Headlines

*«If any of the front page headlines in your newspaper are about sports, write the headlines below.

eee|n t_he following spaces, write sports headlines that would likely be front page news in your city.
Write at least two sports headlines that would be front page news in almost every newspaper in
the country.

Now, this Is front page news!

[ IE~




On the Sidelines...

Major And Minor
Issues

8 h

Recruitment
guidelines for
college sports
programs

\__ J

Game Plan:

As in any news, sports issues
often reappear as major news.
Whether the issue is a
national, state or local one, the
avid sports fan is likely to have
recommendations for solving
the problem or addressing the
sports issue. Often those who
rarely voice opinion can
become quite vocal when an
issue involves a favorite sports
team.
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For several days examine the sports news in your newspaper. Read the front page news on
sports topics, as well as the sports pages.

«Clip a story which discusses or suggests a major sports issue and refer to this article in analyzing
the issue. Respond to the questions below.

1. What Is the sports Issue or problem?

2. What do you know about the Issue or problem?

3. What additional information could you use to better understand the issue/problem?

4. What are two possible solutions to the problem?

5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of the two solutions above?

6. Select the best solution and explain the reasons for your choice.

7. Can your solution be put into action? Explain what might prevent your solution from being acted upon.

8. How would you measure the success of your solution? (How would you judge or evaluate your
suggestion?)




On the Sidelines... SS3

On Your Mark Name

A Good Sport

Wherever You Go *Examine the sports pages to locate datelines for sports stories. The dateline precedes the first
sentence of a news story and identifies the place where the story originated. Circle each dateline
you find. Local stories usually do not contain datelines.

*Find at least 10 different datelines in the newspaper sports section. You may need to look through
more than one edition. Complete the chart below to reflect your findings.

City Country Why in the News

Game Plan:

2

3.
Common throughout the world,
sporting events often give us a 4.
glimpse of other cities and
countries. The location or 5
geographic setting of a sports 6
event may have great impact

on the sports participants and 7.
their performances. It is F
interesting to find the many 8.
parts of our world represented 9
in the sports pages. )
10.
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On the Sidelines...

Game Plan:

Reports of sporting events
come from all over the country
and the world. A newspaper
reader can find evidence of this
just by observing the datelines
in the newspaper sports sec-
tion and on front page sports
stories.

By locating on a map the
sporting events which are
taking place, it's easy to get
the idea that sports is one
vehicle that draws the world
together in healthy competition.
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SS-4

*For this activity, you may use the information you gathered for the activity sheet, “A Good Sport

Wherever You Go,” or you may locate 10 different datelines in the sports section.

*«Clip from the newspaper 10 sports stories which contain 10 different datelines. Number the
articles 1 through 10. On the map below write the number from each story which corresponds to

the dateline on the story.

*+«lf there seems to be a greater number of datelines from any particular area, explain on back why

this concentration of coverage in one area of the world.

L. &
—




On the Sidelines...

More Than Just
Playing The Game

p

Game Plan:

Playing a game or participating
in a sport often involves more
than skill and determination.
Athletes frequently face a
variety of conflicts during a
competition. The sports pages
of the newspaper contain many
stories involving the classic
conflicts-individual vs. indi-
vidual, individual vs. group,
group vs. group, individual or
group vs. society or society vs.
society.
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*Read the sports pages in your newspaper and find one example of two different types of conflicts.
(These conflicts may be reported in sports photos as well as in sports stories.)

«Clip your two examples from the newspaper and use these examples as resources in completing
the information below. When you finish, attach your examples to this activity sheet.

Headline:

Describe the Conflict:

Describe the differing views in the conflict:

Identify the possible causes of the conilict:

How can the conflict be best resolved?

Classify the confiict (See Game Plan for categorles):

Name

Describe the Conflict:

Classify the conflict (See Game Plan for categorles):

Describe the differing views in the confiict:

Identify the possible causes of the conflict:

How can the conflict be best resolved?




On the Sidelines...

Sports Commissioner
Speaks

(66 099

19991999898

. J

Game Plan:

As any governing body
expands in numbers to meet
growing demands, leadership
becomes important in
organizing the group. The skills
important to strong leaders
(organization, motivation, in-
telligence, communication,
etc.) are evident in many
leaders in political and social
organizations and in business.

No matter what organization is
seeking your leadership, it is
important that you are able to
identify problems, suggest
alternative solutions and
manage a compromise.
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*Assume that you are the commissioner of a major sport. In this role, you are to deliver a “State of
the Sport” address on an annual basis.

*sRead your newspaper for a few days and identify five major issues or problems within your area
of authority that you will include in your speech.

Five Major Issues Identified Through The Newspaper

-
.

@ s e oN

*«For one of the problems you have identified, describe what you will ask owners, coaches and
players to consider to help solve the problem. The solution you identify may require a league
vote, so your speech should be persuasive. Use the space below to outline your ideas prior to
writing the script for your speech.




On the Sidelines... SS-7

On Your Mark Name

On the Road Again

*Select your favorite professional sport. In the space below, list the different leagues, conferences
or divisions of the sport you have selected.

Game Plan:
**Assume that you have been given the task of reorganizing the leagues, conferences or divisions

Teams in all professional of your favorite professional sport. Geography, or the distance between cities, is the only thing
sports are divided into an you are expected to consider. Use a map of North America to help make your decisions. You will
interesting arrangement of need to use a map with a mileage scale to determine actual distance between cities. List your
leagues, conferences and leagues or divisions in the space below.

divisions. Major league
baseball, for example, has two
leagues and four divisions. The
leagues are not, as one might
expect, organized totally
around distances between
cities.

Reorganizing the different

professional sports by con- o . : _r
sidering only the location and| | ***Compare your reorganization with other students. To what degree does their reorganization agree

distance between cities or disagree with what you have proposed?
provides a useful lesson in
geography.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.




On the Sidelines...

T-Ball to World Series

Game Plan:

Since sports commands such
interest with a broad audience,
it is not surprising that the
newspaper’s sports section
reports on a number of
different sports. From different
levels of competition (local,
national and international) to
differing abilities and age group
competition (T-ball to World
Series or Under 6 Soccer to
World Cup), the sports section
often covers the gamut of the
sports world.
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*Use your newspaper’s sports section to identify and classify the types of sports coverage found
there.

*sDevelop a poster on a popular sport. Clip and paste articles, photos, team standings, statistics
and advertising that refers to or involves that sport.

«~sLabel each item on your poster to identify the item’s contents. (For example, a poster on baseball
might contain Little League standings in your city, state amateur baseball tournament results,
recruitment of local college baseball talent, professional baseball standings, an ad about the
televised baseball games during your team’s current road trip, etc.)

+++sUse the card below to write a brief essay on the nature of the sport you chose, characterizing the
sport by popularity and its general appeal. Include what this sport reveals about our society.
Attach the card to your poster.




On the Sidelines...

Sports Cartooning

Game Plan:

An editorial cartoon often
focuses on a local, national or
international current event or
issue as its topic. To design a
sports editorial cartoon, the
cartoonist needs to be aware
of the latest events in sports,
including sports issues or
controversies and the attitudes
and emotions being expressed
about these same events and
issues.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

SS-9

On Your Mark Name

*For several consecutive days, read the sports stories in your newspaper. In the cartoon balloons
below, identify three events or issues in sports that might be a good topic for a sports editorial
cartoon.

+=Think about your own feelings about each of the events/issues listed above and select one of the
possible topics as the focus of your editorial cartoon.

*+«Design your sports editorial cartoon below to comment or communicate your feelings about the
sports issue or event you selected. If you wish to design a series of cartoons to illustrate your
feelings, use the back of this page.




On the Sidelines...

Sporting Priorities

Game Plan:

The content of the sports
pages must undergo much
planning and evaluation before
the sports section is printed.
Sports editors may have many
stories and photos from which
to select only a few that are
published in one edition. These
choices are often made based
upon what might be of greatest
interest to the greatest number
of readers.
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*Important sports news in one city may not be so important in another. Scan your newspaper's
sports section, clipping those stories which may be classified in one of the categories below. You
may need to continue this task in several editions, so that one of the categories contains at least
fiteen items. Write the headlines of the stories in the appropriate categories below.

mmmmmmwwmmmmmwmm

**Select one category. Arrange the contents of that category in a collage (on posterboard or on the
bulletin board). Develop a title for your collage related to the category you selected.




On the Sidelines...

Improving the Game:
Sports Changes

Game Plan:

Change is to be expected in all
aspects of our life. As time
passes, new products and new
services are made available
which should improve our
present standards.

These changes are evident in
the world of sports. Equipment
and training procedures are
just a couple of the areas in
sports that reflect change.
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*Scan the sports pages to identify changes in products and services in the sporting world in the
last 20 years. Look at story content, photo composition, advertising and illustration in the sports

pages.

eIn the spaces provided below, list ten products and five services that are new (available in the last

20 years) to the world of sports.

Name

S

1

Products

oos wN

6
7
8.
9

10.

L S

Services

+=«Select one of the products and one of the services you listed above and for each write a brief

statement explaining why this product/service was developed and if the availability of this
product/service is an asset or liability to sports.




On the Sidelines...

A Word From Our
Sponsors

- N

\ J

Game Plan:

Sponsorship has long been a
method of fund-raising for
sports teams and individuals.
Sponsorship has come to be a
popular form of volunteerism in
the sports world for large and
small businesses alike, in
donating goods, services and
money to help support an
athletic endeavor.

Local sports teams may rely on
sponsors to help pay for
uniforms, league fees, tour-
nament fees, travel and/or
coaching.
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Analyze the sports standing of your local amateur teams in soccer, football, ice hockey, softball,
etc. List a few examples of patronage or sponsorship of the local teams by name association.

,—|§ome Examples of Sponsorship Found in the Newspaper |-

*«Analyze advertising for a collegiate or professional sporting event. Identify the event and the
names of the sponsors below. What do the sponsors provide for the team? What do you think the
team gives the sponsors? Do all the sponsorships seem appropriate? Why/Why not?




On the Sidelines...

Your Sports Dollar

Game Plan:

Sports is more than just
recreation or athletic com-
petition. Sports has become a
very big business in our
country and in most of the
world. The money you pay to
be admitted to a sporting event
helps to offset the many costs
involved in that sport. The
money you spend at a retail
store for a shirt or a mug with a
local team logo may help pay
for salaries involved in the
production and/or sale of that
sports item.
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SS-13

«Payroll in the world of sports goes far beyond the money for the salaries of team members,
coaches, managers and other administrators of the team. For this task, you will fill in the blanks
provided with the careers/jobs connected to the world of sports. Use the sports section of your

newspaper as your resource for identifying the many jobs connected to sports.

«From the soda vendor at the ball park to the season ticket printer in the print shop across town,
list as many jobs dependent on sports as your creativity allows. Use the chart below to report your

findings.

The Butcher, The Baker, The Candlestick Maker
(the many jobs reliant on sports)

[—r
Y




On the Sidelines...

Is It A Record?

Game Plan:

Record breaking performances
in sports reap much attention
in the news. Whether the
record includes the youngest,
the oldest, the best or the
worst, these studies in
extremes often are cited in
sports news and features.

The real story, however, may
rest behind the record, in the
lengthy preparation for the
record-breaking attempt.
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*Examine several issues of your newspaper and clip an article which reports the establishment of a

new record.

*«In the following box on the left, describe the commitment that must have been necessary for this

Name

SS-14

record-breaking event (types of training, financial help, risks that were taken,etc.).

«++In the following box on the right, describe the record and explain the significance of the record.

Keep in mind that some records may be more important than others.

The Commitment Required for Success in Breaking a Record:

Significance of This New Sports Record:




On the Sidelines... S5-15

A Kev T On Your Mark Name
ey 0_ +Read the sports section of your newspaper for at least three days. Clip articles which report on or
Understanding refer to sports events or athletes in other countries.

«sList in the chart below the sport mentioned in each article and the country(ies) involved.

«+<|n the third column of the chart, place an “X” if the sport is popular in your state. Place an “O” if
the sport is not popular in your state.

«ess|n) the fourth column, write in the name of a sport played in our country that is also played in the
foreign country listed.

T CETYT ‘ T Pkl ¢

Game Plan:

The sports section of the
newspaper can provide many
clues about the importance of
sports in our culture. You can
also make discoveries about
other cultures by learning
about their sports and
recreational interests. The
newspaper frequently prints
sports and recreation articles
from or about other countries.

«seesMake a list of the competitions/events that draw together international athletes. Use the sports
section to help identify some of these competitions.
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On the Sidelines...

Life Without the
Sports Section

Game Plan:

Sports fans rely on the sports
pages for detailed news and
sports reports, exciting fea-
tures and interesting statistics.
For the reader of the sports
pages, it would be difficult to
imagine a newspaper without a
sports section.
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«Imagine that sports sections are no longer a part of the newspaper publication.
«sList the changes that might occur as a result of this situation.

«Using the list of changes you developed, predict what might occur as a result of these changes, or
the impact of the loss of the sports pages on our world/society.

Sltuation Besulting Changes Predictions About impact of Changes
1. 1
/ —
No More
Sports
Sw“on \ 2. 2.

<)
o




On the Sidelines...
Let’s Talk Sports

s

T

Game Plan:

\

X

Iy,

Most people enjoy watching
and/or participating in sports
activities. The fact that one
entire section of your news-
paper is devoted to sports,
indicates the importance of
sports to our lives.

Our newspaper’'s sports
section gives us a snapshot or
one-day picture of sports
events from all over the world.
This daily record can tell us a
great deal about ourselves.
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Carefully read at least one sports section from your newspaper.

*sNote in the space below, any conclusions or inferences from the sports section that you believe
reflect what we are like as citizens. One possible example, for instance, is that the worth of|
individuals (players) is measured by how well each does in comparison to everyone else. Use the
space below to list your examples.




On the Sidelines...

Sports And Leisure
Time Activities

Game Plan:

The sports section often
focuses on professional sports
or professional players for
whom sports is a career.
However, for most of us, sports
offers leisure time activity
which assists us in keeping
physically fit, socializing with
family and friends and/or
relaxing on our own to release
tension. A variety of sports
opportunities invites us to join
in and have some fun.
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*Scan the sports section of your newspaper. List sports and recreational activities for the
categories below.

Individual Sports _Team Sports
Spo st Likely to Imi orts | Di ea ere ] he
Newspaper
Very Expensive Sports/Recreation. Sports That Offer Very Little Exercise

**Select one sport from the above lists. Write a paragraph below discussing the
advantages/disadvantages of participation in this sport. Consider costs, geographic limitations,
etc.




On the Sidelines...

A Capsule Analysis

Game Plan:

Time capsules (a protected
collection of artifacts from a
particular period of time) are
often buried by communities or
special interest groups in an
attempt to see ourselves as
others in the future may see
us, based on our artifacts.
Usually, time capsules are
exhumed 100 years after burial
and, most always, time
capsules communicate and
share a bit of one time period
with the citizens of the future.
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Assume that the local historical society has assigned to you the task of selecting five items from
the sports pages which best represent sports today.

~Read the newspaper for several days, clipping those items which you feel may be appropriate to
be included in a sports time capsule.

«=sNarrow your selections to four and list your selections and reasons for your selections below.

The Final Four Reasons for Selections




On the Sidelines...

Sports On Target

( A

\_ _J

Game Plan:

The sports section opens a

world of discovery about local
sports and recreation. From
character sketches of unique
sports personalities to an-
nouncements of weekend
sporting and recreational
events, the sports section of a
newspaper can give us many
clues about the local area.
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+Select a city within the country that you would like to learn more about. Your task is to write a
letter to the newspaper in that city, requesting one copy of a weekday edition of the newspaper
for study in your class. You will need to compose a business letter which requests a particular
day’s edition of the other city’s newspaper. Your requested “date” becomes a target date for
comparison between the other newspaper and your local newspaper of the same day. Whatever
date you choose, be sure to save a copy of your local newspaper of the same date. (Addresses
of newspapers are available in Editor and Publisher Yearbook, a publication that you should find
at your local library. If you have a relative who lives in another city, you may wish to write them
and ask that they send you a copy of their newspaper.)

«When you have a copy of the other newspaper and your local paper of the same date, conduct

the following study:

Analyze the similarities and differences between types of sports reported on, syndicated columns, contents of the
sports page (sports editorials, lead stories, sports cartoons, statistics, # of local columns, wire service stories, game
schedules, etc.) Develop a paragraph describing the “personality” of the other city, based solely on the contents of the
sports section. How do you think a student in another city would characterize your city, based on your local
newspaper's sports section?

Outline in red the local stories and sports photos in each newspaper. Outline in blue the national stories and photos in
each paper. Measure the column inches allotted to local and national sports coverage in each newspaper. Develop a
graph to report your findings.

Look carefully at the advertising in each newspaper. Does each paper carry similar advertising in its sports pages?
What types of products are advertised in each newspaper sports section? Which of these producis/services are from
the local area? Are any of the ads in the newspaper sports section exactly the same?

Read some of the sports commentary in each newspaper. Identify the topic and the opinions being expressed about
the topic. What insight if any does this provide you about the other city?

To what extent does the other newspaper cover high school, college, amateur and professional sports? How does this
compare with your own city’s newspaper?

Are there any surprises in the sports section of the other city’s newspaper?

«Expand your study of comparison and contrast to the other sections of the newspaper (comics,

front page news, classified and retail advertising, special sections, business, weather).




Playbook 3: Mathematics/Science
™ W
SI&I I rm Activity Title Focus Activity Number
EES
Sports You Can Count On Estimates/Actuals MS-1
Measuring Up Sports Percentages MS-2
For Some Sports, It's Metric Metric Measurements MS-3
Graphic Popularity Classifying/Revising Graphs ~ MS-4
An Economic Consideration Consumer Costs MS-5
National Pastime Reading/Interpreting Charts ~ MS-6
Nothing Like Being There Completing a Graph MS-7
Hook And Slice Mean and Median MS-8
Start Your Engines Pictograph MS-9
Participation Is Good For You Health And Sports MS-10
Sports And The Environment Regulating Sports MS-11
Sports Power Nutrition MS-12
Sports Climate Weather And Sports MS-13
Sports and Altitude Impact of Altitude on Athletes MS-14
Technology in Sports Scientific Improvements MS-15

Y
X
g




On the Sidelines...

Sports You Can Count
On

4 )

.

Game Plan:

People participate in sports for
many reasons. Whether
seeking competition, exercise,
relaxation or friendship, the
sportsman can find what
he/she is looking for.

For many reasons, the number
of different sports available is
incredible. Though we may
participate in only a few sports,
there are many more available
for us if we are aware of them.
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*Prior to beginning this activity, estimate how many different types of sports you will find in the
newspaper. Place your estimate here\

+On the lines below, write the name of as many different sports as possible. Use the newspaper
first to test the accuracy of your original estimate. Once that you have used the newspaper, think
of as many other sports as you can and record them on the lines below. If you need, use the back
of the page for additional space.




On the Sidelines...

Measuring Up Sports

\1

Game Plan:

The sports section of the
newspaper attracts a large
readership. This audience,
however, may have multiple
interests within the category of
sports.

A newspaper’s sports staff
must strive to present a variety
of sports to its reading public,
but certain sports will receive a
greater amount of coverage
due to popularity, the demands
of the current sports season or
a current event focusing more
attention on a specific sport.
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*Prior to looking at your newspaper’s sports section, write below the three sports that you think are
most likely to receive the greatest amount of coverage today in the sports news. Rank them in
order of the amount of coverage you think they will receive.

1. 2 3.

««Scan your newspaper sports section to count the total number of sports news stories and
features. Use this information to figure the percentage of coverage for the sports you ranked.

*=«Fill in the chart below for the top five sports (in terms of amount of coverage) to compare your
rankings.

Actual Rank |

Name of Sport My Original Ranking I Percentage of Coverage

««ssWere there any surprises after your calculations? Explain.




On the Sidelines...

For Some Sports, It's
Metric

( I (;'xches : \
|0 [ | 1 I l

Centimeters
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Game Plan:

Many sports must utilize some
form of measurement for
regulation of events (the length
of a race, the height of a jump,
the distance between two
points, etc.).

Some sports use U.S.
Customary measurements
(foot, yard, mile). Some sports
use metrics (kilometers,
kilograms, meters). You may
even discover that some sports
use both systems of
measurement. If you are not
already aware of these sports,
you can quickly find out which
sports rely on metrics by just
looking at the contents of the
sports pages.
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*Read through the news stories and statistics in the sports section of your newspaper. Look for
sports which use the metric system in reporting statistics or measuring events. List the sports
which make some use of metrics in the chart below. In the other box, list sports that use metrics,

but you did not find mentioned in your newspaper.

"]

Name

Names of SportsThat Use Metrics
Found in the Newspaper

Other Sports That Utilize Metrics

+«Write the metric terms found in the newspaper in the space below. To the right, write the U.S.

Customary Equivalent for each metric measurement.

Metric Terms Found

U.S. Customary Equivalent




On the Sidelines...

Graphic Popularity

Game Plan:

Throughout the newspaper
graphs are used to gain
attention and help a reader
visualize and quickly under-
stand information at a glance.

Sports pages often use circle,
bar and line graphs, charts and
picto-graphs to convey sta-
tistics in an easy-to-read form.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

LSTJI

On Your Mark Name

+Clip a graph or chart from your newspaper sports section and paste it below. Label your clipping
with the type of graph or chart you found. In a paragraph, describe the main idea of the graph.
Identify the name and date of the newspaper in which it was found.

»*On back of this page, revise the graph/chart to take on a new look, but to reveal the same
information.




On the Sidelines...

An Economic
Consideration

Game Plan:

In spite of the growing concern
nationally and internationally
for our health and fitness,
some people see sports as an
expensive investment and
therefore avoid many of the
sports which require much
expenditure.

Physical exercise is relatively
free, but many sports
enthusiasts spend a great deal
of money when involved in a
particular sport or recreation.
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*Select a sport (other than a team sport) in which you have interest. Scan the sports section of the
newspaper to make your selection.

*«In the categories below, develop a list of what you will need to be involved on a regular basis in
the sport selected.

Equipment Needs Training Travel & Memberships Other

TOTAL ESTIMATED START-UP COST: TOTAL ESTIMATED YEARLY COST:

*+«Following each item you listed in the chart above, estimate a cost for each item. Use your
newspaper’s advertising (classified and retail) to help in your cost estimates.

*s++Estimate a total start-up cost and yearly cost for your involvement in this sport. (Some costs
may be one time expenses or “start-up costs”; others will be ongoing expenses, such as travel to
the mountains for skiing or court fees for tennis.) Write your estimates for each category in the
spaces provided below the chart.




On the Sidelines...

National Pastime

Game Plan:

Baseball box scores and
standings represent some of
the most popularly read
statistics in the newspaper. For
the baseball novice or first time
reader of the sports page,
interpreting these scores can
be a real challenge.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark Name

*Locate the box scores in your newspaper’s sports section.

+«Clip the box scores from one game and paste below:

(Paste Box Score Here)

(a Which team had the most official ‘at bats’?

(b What was the average number of ‘at bats’ per starting nine for each team?

(c Using the box score above, select a pitcher of your choice and determine his

earned run average (ERA) for the game using the followin !:lmula.

ERA=ER X 9 Multiply the total earned runs (ER) by 9, and divide the result by
IP the total number of innings pitched (IP).




On the Sidelines...

Nothing Like Being
There

Game Plan:

Thousands and thousands of
fans attend professional
sporting events. The at-
tendance figures indicate how
important professional sports
are to our way of life.

Game summaries or box
scores list the attendance
figures for each event. The
figures will differ greatly from
game to game.

Home attendance is, of course,
extremely important to a team
since the number of fans in
attendance may make the
difference between whether or
not a team makes or loses
money.
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*Examine the game summaries or box scores for all games played on a certain day. If more than

one sport is “in season,” choose the sport of most interest to you.

««Complete the graph below, using game attendance figures. Depending on the sport you've

selected, you may not need all the space provided.

Over 50,000
45,000
40,000
35,000
30,000
25,000
20,000

15,000

MOZ>O0ZM=-=-<>

10,000
5,000

G A M E

+++Using the game figures, answer the following:
What was the average attendance?

"1 12 13

What was the difference between the lowest and highest attendance?

What game came closest to the average attendance figure?




On the Sidelines...

Hook And Slice
( )

.

Game Plan:

J

In so many games the winner
is the individual or team with
the highest score. Golf is one
of those unique sports in which
the lowest score is the best
kind to have.

Though a frustration for many
of its fans, golf continues to
attract more to its ranks as a
challenging sport that may be
played all life long.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.

On Your Mark Name

*Locate a report of golf scores in the sports pages. Often, you will find a series of scores for
different games in a tournament. The lowest total score wins the tournament.

*sIn the space below, record the scores for multiple games for the top five golfers. Calculate the
average score per game for the top five golfers.

o & 0D

*ssLooking at the golf results listed in the newspaper, determine the median score for one
tournament. Use the space below for your calculations.




On the Sidelines...

Start Your Engines

Game Plan:

The spectator sport of auto
racing has been popular for
many years. This sport offers
much variety for the thrill-
seeking audience.

In most cases, cars must log a
qualifying time prior to being
admitted to a race. The
qualifying time wins the driver
the opportunity to race in the
big event. Both qualifying times
and actual winning race times
for popular races are usually
printed in the newspaper
sports section.

Copyright, ©1988 News Relief, Inc.
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On Your Mark Name

*Locate a report on auto racing in your newspaper. This report may be in a news story or in a
statistics column in the sports pages.

*Using the statistics reported for qualifying speeds/times for an upcoming race, or for winning
speeds/times in a completed race, develop a creative pictograph to reflect these statistics. Your
pictograph should show the type of car driven. Clip the statistics used from the newspaper and
attach them to this activity sheet for quick reference. Use the space below to develop your graph.




On the Sidelines...

Participation Is Good
For You

Game Plan:

Sports offers a wide selection
of entertainment and healthful
opportunities for all of us. Due
to growing public concern for
physical fitness, many people
are seeking a “perfect sport”
for fitness.
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On Your Mark Name

-For physical fitness, list some of the criteria you should look for in a sport. Individual needs will be
different, so your list may be unique.

+«Using the above criteria, find some examples of sports in the newspaper that possess most of the
above criteria. In the space below, list the examples found.

sesWhat characteristics (if any) of this sport might prevent it from being an ideal sport for someone
else?




On the Sidelines...

Sports And The
Environment

Game Plan:

Many sports and recreational
activities must be respectful of
the environment. Hunting, for
example, may be limited to a
certain time of year and to a
certain number of “kill,” in
respect to balancing numbers
and preventing disruption of life
cycles of certain animals.

For these reasons, many

sports are carefully regulated
to protect the environment.
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On Your Mark Name

*Scan several editions of your newspaper to find information about hunting/fishing seasons within
your state or local area.

««Select one sport mentioned and list below the regulations that apply to this sport. Why do these
regulations exist? You may have to check with local/state authorities (or interview a fan of this

sport) to find out why limitations exist.

«««Qver an extended period, look in the sports pages for reports about changes in hunting or fishing
regulations due to imbalance in the environment.




On the Sidelines...

Sports Power

(" )

\_ Y,

Game Plan:

Proper nutrition is as important
to an athlete as the practice of
a sport. The training table has
come to American homes as a
way of life, not just a temporary
diet.

Newspapers offer the con-

sumer an opportunity to plan
for nutritious, low-cost meals.
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On Your Mark

*Scan the grocery advertising in your newspaper to identify nutritious foods in each of the four
food groups. List the food groups and advertised foods below.

MS-12

Name

»sEvaluate again the foods in these lists. Are there any foods that
an athlete should avoid prior to competition. Why?

*=sLook at the grocery advertisements again to identify any foods
that are often associated with athletes, though not the best
choice for good nutrition.




On the Sidelines...

Sports and Climate
4 N

/277
(/147
\////)

Game Plan:

Many sports facilities now
make it possible for sports that
formerly were played during a
particular season to be played
anytime. However, there are
still some events in sports that
are dependent upon the
weather.

The newspaper sports section
may print information about
cancellations/postponements
of sporting events due to
weather problems.
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*Use several editions of the newspaper to find examples of the impact weather can have on
sporting events. Cite, in the space below, the examples you find in the newspaper and those you

can recall from memory.

~Sometimes the weather or climate may not prevent a sporting event from occurring, however the
impact of the weather may be great on an individual athlete. Look for examples of this in the
newspaper. Can you prescribe preventive measures that can be taken by an athlete to avoid such

problems?




On the Sidelines...

Sports and Altitude

Game Plan:

It has been proven that change
in altitude has some bearing on
the performance of athletes.
Teams that must compete in
mountainous areas are often at
a disadvantage in sporting
events against teams who are
accustomed to and/or train in a
high altitude.
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Search the newspaper for interviews with athletes who will be performing away from their home

base or usual location. You will probably need to review the newspaper on a continuing basis for
these interviews. Cite any references to the athlete’s attempts to avoid being adversely affected
by the altitude or change in air pressure.

*«For each reference you find, be sure to identify the person interviewed, the newspaper date and
what was mentioned about the altitude.




On the Sidelines...

Technology in Sports
(

\.

Game Plan:

Research in all the sciences
has proved helpful to the
athlete and to various sports.
Evidence of this can be found
in the features and stories of
the sports pages. These
reports often refer to new
equipment, new training meth-
ods, new sports medicines and
medical treatments, etc.

MS-15

On Your Mark Name
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*Research and experimentation occurs for many years before the results of extensive studies are
known. The area of sports has been a beneficiary of this hard work and dedication of scientists.
Examine the sports section of your newspaper for photos and/or stories that illustrate some of the
advances enjoyed in sports as a result of science. For example, in a news or feature story you
may find that laser surgery performed on an athlete will ease an injury, and the player will be able
to return to the sport in a few weeks, rather than missing an entire season. Without the scientific
technology of the laser and the research on its use in surgery, this quick recovery could not have
been possible.

+«Cite examples in the space below. Clip the news articles and photos that illustrate this concept.




Onthe

Sidelines...

Supplementary
Activity Cards

for language arts,
mathematics,
science and social
studies

0
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1#1  Sports Get Away
I1-Plan a one-week sportsman’s
vacation within your home state. £
Use the newspaper sports €
section as your resource in planning.
**Record on an outline map of your state, thej
path you will take. From one ball game to thel
next, from one sports arena to another, :o:_“
national park to the local park, try to fill your
week with as many sportsman’s places of}

interest as possible. "

rlI'llll'lllllllll"llllL
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1#3  Sports Star .

I*Analyze a feature story about a

sports star.

**Think about how fame would

change a person’s daily life.

+-*Write a paragraph about the effect o
being a professional athlete on a
person’s total lifestyle. Include as many\{#
advantages and disadvantages that sports !

stardom might bring to an individual. Can <oc“

I
i
I
--_—__“__J

think of a sports star who has made the bestj
(or the worst) of his/her situation? ]
rllllllllllllillillllllL
_..wm Three Levels of Sports I

I |
l. i

{*Scan the sports section _.UKLJ “
| Your newspaper and Clipmmmm—d = |
] one example each of an international, national, |
| state and local sports story. I
1+sFor each story, write a brief summary about!
I the impact of the reported events on you or on!

" sports fans in your community.

1""""""-""""'

1#7  Fact or Opinion

l

I.Clip one sports column written by a local or
syndicated columnist.

**Develop a T-Chart and record every
statement of fact to the left of the T and every
statement of opinion to the right.

.|

—— e — — —

e — b — D S S—

Facts J| Opinions

L_“_——

r
l
I
I
[
I
I
I
I

1""""""""""!'
I

#2  Sports Figures

I-Locate international names in
sports in your newspaper's sport

stories and statistics. Use several
editions of your newspaper to find at least 15
| athletes of international fame. I
1--Write the name and the sport of each athlete |
near their home location on an outline map of !
the world. Below each name, draw a mxauo_“
for the sport this personality represents. ]

rlllllllllllllll|lllll|L
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#4 What A Spectacle!

.~

_ ‘._. AR
*Define “spectator sports.” ._y_» M EF
*«Develop a list of spectator/ BRI

sports you find mentioned in ._.wh :

your newspaper. What does’/ HRWERE ¢
the popularity of spectator

sports reflect about our society? Are there !

any dangers in being only a sports

spectator? !
|
|

rIllilllllll'||I|llllllL
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1#6  Hall of What? I
I I
“.Cmsm a recent sports section 1
j from your newspaper, select
| sports personality that would be
I your nominee to the “Hall o

I Shame.”

“..mxu_m_s your choice on a certificate
|

1

!

you design for the “Dishonoree.”

rllllllllllllll|lilll|l

I
|
I
I
l
I
|
|
i
.
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|

#8 Give Me Some Support

l.Select one sports headline
“ from the newspaper and write
| it on a separate sheet of /
| paper.

I-+Write two sentences directly
I from the story that supports the :
“ headline. Punctuate, as direct quotes, ﬂ:m_

| sentences you copy from the newspaper. I

rl||llllllllllllllIll|lL
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_u..o Lights, Camera, Action

-l

i

“.U_.mam in sports unfolds daily in the pages of

1 the sports section.

1 **Select a sports story and plan to revise it,
changing it from a news story to a
short story.

*=sDescribe in three

|
|
|
“ paragraphs, the %9
i
1
|

setting, plot and
characters.

rllllllllllllllll|llllll

I [#11 Graphic Sports
I

“.O:u five different graphs from
| the sports pages over a period
| of time. Paste each graph on a
I sheet of paper.

l..Paraphrase the meaning of

" each graph and propose a

| different graphic for the same purpose.
I

rllllllllllllllllllllllIL

__3 3 Mind Over Matter

1*Develop a “Perfect Player Profile” for

any sport you choose. Include ideal

height, weight, build, physical

condition, personality and skills for an

individual involved in the chosen sport.

Use your newspaper to analyze the qualities of

successful athletes.
~-Identify one sport for which the profile would :2“
| be acceptable for good performance. Explain;
| your answer. |
I I

rllllll|lllllllllllllllL

Em You Are What You Eat

_ Um<m_onmm2muaooxo: mooa‘
| nutrition and exercise. Your finall
I product should be one that m:&
_ person trying to become physicallyj @
1 and mentally fit could refer to fo
1 useful information.
1-«Contents of the scrapbook should be

any articles, columns, photos or advertising
:oaﬁ_‘_m:mémumvm::mﬁqm*nggmmcgmﬂ.

L_-__—__“-“_“

r——u
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1#10 Truly A Team Player

1-Over the period of several days, gather :oa_
any section of the newspaper, information|
that will serve as evidence that many *maocm_

sports per-
sonalities are
activel <
involved

charitable qu_mﬂm in the community.
j**Discuss why so many athletes are invelved in
1 their communities in such a way.
!

rlllllllllillllllllllllL

— e — —

lllllllllll'lll'llll!lJ

1#12 Sports Guide
_

l.Use your sports pages and enter-
“ tainment section of the newspaper to plan m“
| weekend of entertainment within the local area
1 ﬂoﬁmmnoam enthusiast. |
IesInclude in your plan sports events you ..a__:
attend, television and radio broadcasts you amf
tune in for and special events announced iny
your newspaper. Use the radio/television|

listings in the newspaper for planning. “

rllllllllllll'lllllllllL

= ...
- 4} gl

*E Just an Average Headline
_

“.Cmsm the front page of the sports =
| section, figure the average V==
I number of words per headline on
I today’s front page sports.

I.-Write a new headline for one of the
stories without using more words than the
original headline.

rlllllllllllllllllllll|

_._3 mamwmhimm:mog.
_

“.mm_moﬁ a photo from the sports
| Pages.

1**Develop a caption or comic
_ balloon to make a humorous or
I light comment on a current issue

“ or event.

rlillllllllll|lllllllllL
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1#17 Let Me Count The Ways
I
“.mm_moﬁ two of your favorite sports reported in
| Your newspaper sports pages.

|**For each spon, list the many ways

I in which mathematics is used in that

rlllllllll|ll|llilllllll
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1#19 My Hero
_

i . L o
_.zmxm a list of characteristics of a .33.

| This list will serve as your criteria for
1 evaluating the qualifications of a hero.
I-+Select a “hero” from the sports pages
I and a hero from literature for
" comparison. (Make sure both heroes meet :6_
| criteria you established.) I
l==s«Compare and contrast the two heroes]|

“ selected. “

rlIllllll'lllllllllll'llL

1"""""""""""

1#21 Weaver of Stories
I

“.o:u five to ten photos from the
| Sports pages and write a story about
| a current event or issue at your
I school. Use the photos you clipped

I from the newspaper to illustrate your story.

r--——-_
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1"""""""""""
I

#23 Sports Expert = | |
1°A sports writer must be extremely fe=====) |
I knowledgeable about a variety offfem=ssu\|

“ sports, though a writer may have one mumomm_s\“
j or favorite. 1
1**Select a school sport about which you are|
I knowledgeable. Report on one event in this]
I sport at your school. Write your story in a style !
I similar to the sports reporting in <o:_._

1
newspaper. I

|
|
rllllllll|llilllllllll'L

418~ Symbolic Of My Opinion

|

“.mei an editorial cartoon to honor

| Or recognize a coach or player in
| your favorite sport.

I-sWrite an accompanying editorial
I to further recognize this person’s

" contribution to the world.

S o s i vl
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1#20 Picture This One
!
“.mm_moﬁ an interesting sports
| Photo.

1+*Write four sentences about the
I photo. Each sentence must be
I of a different structure (declarative,

interrogative, exclamatory, imperative).

rlllIIIllllllllilllllllL
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1#22 What'’s In A Name? I
| Franklin |
“.Cﬂ five professional sports teams’ Lightning |
| names that you find in the _Bols
| newspaper sports pages.
I-+Analyze the names of each team wm
to determine why the name is
appropriate. Consider the history, mmou«mu:s_
natural resources, climate of the home city ory
state of each team for clues to the origination |
of their names. “
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIL
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“.umn Big Sports, Big Money

1+ A professional sports team can be an

I economic plus for a city or area in

I which it is located.

««Select a professional sports team of
your choice in your city or a city near
you. Read the newspaper for ideas on the ways |
the team boosts the economy of its surrounding |
area. Develop a list of the economicl

advantages made possible by the team. “

rll|||llllllilllllllll|L
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| #25 At A Glance
1

“.roox for different types of graphs in

| Sports news. Find one example of

1 line, bar, picture or circle graphs. Clip

I your examples and mount each on a separate
I sheet of paper.

*For each graph, write one or two sentences

explaining what the main point of the graph is.

rlIlll'lllll'lllllll'll'L
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|#27 Batter Up!
I

“.Cmmso the newspaper, follow your|E%2)
| favorite baseball team for a three or
| four game series.

I+-«Calculate the batting average of the clean-up |
I hitter for the series. Batting average is!
“ computed by dividing the total number of ::m“

| (H) by the total times at bat (AB). (BA=H+AB)

rlllllllllllllllllllllllL

T#29 ~Danger in Sport -
1*Golfers often receive warnings of the hazards {
of the weather if they are caughtina , |
storm on the golf course. Boaters o |
must be aware of the weather “
forecast before a day of boating. 1
Hunters must follow safety rules to |
eliminate serious risk to themselves and fellow |
hunters. Select a sport from the newspaper m:a“
develop a list of safety precautions that should be I
followed in this sport. Prepare a speech on this |
issue and present it to your class. ]

rllllllllllllllll|lllllL
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1#31 Hall of Fame Resume’
I

“.mm_mg a recent inductee to the Hall of
I Fame. Read feature stories and news

| stories about this new member of thel
I Hall of Fame.
I--Research these reports to develop a resume’!

“ that would showcase the Hall of Famer's!

. : I
| talent, education, experience and awards ory

| special citations. I

rllllll||ll|lllll|lllllL
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|#26 Draw A Picture For Me

I*Your task is to develop a

chart on how to read a|¥%s
raph or chart from the| ™ o

muowm pages.Clip a graph or _.»P-.MV !

chart from the :mimumumj 1

sports pages. Mount the ——_

graph on plain paper. Circle I

statistics and major parts of the u_.mvs\o:mn.“

Draw lines from the circled items on the graph
or chart to your explanation of the item. I

r
!
|
l
I
I
I
I
i
i
I
1
|
!
I
I
i
|
1
!
|
|
I
L
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1#28 The Race Is On

*Refer to your newspaper's
sports section. Using the *)
standings of your favorite *¥
league, develop a bar graph to *+
reflect “Games Behind” the *)
league leader. Does your bar graph *3
depict the status of the teams better *9
than a chart?
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|#30 Badge of Courage

I

l-Select a sports hero from the
newspaper (in a story or picture)
and develop a short story about I
the climb from being m:A_l_' I
“unknown” to becoming a sports l
star. Your story may be fictional, so that you!
can include imagined (or real) trials m:acan"
or obstacles overcome by many sports figures

on the road to fame. |

I
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nnu_ww Sports Concerns I
| +If involved in sports for even a short I
| pericd of time, a sportsman usually I
I Jeams of rules or regulations that seem @ :

“ unfair or unnecessary. Use the newspaper 6“

| find an example of a rule or judgement being |
I questioned by a player or a team. ]
I +Examine the situation, report both viewpoints in |
I the controversy and decide which view youl

I !
| Share. 1
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