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Let me introduce myself …

jpushkin@tampabay.com

• Jodi Pushkin, manager and curriculum 
writer Tampa Bay Times Newspaper in 
Education program since 2005

• Curriculum writer for NIE programs since 
2000

• Teacher since 1990

• Currently adjunct professor at Saint Leo 
University and Hillsborough Community 
College



The Newspaper in Education program is a cooperative effort between 
schools and the local newspaper to promote the use of newspapers as 
educational resources. 

Newspaper in Education programs have been around in some form or 
another since the late 1800s. 



• Developing Daily Habits

• Using the newspaper in your classroom and NIE curriculum on a regular basis 
helps students develop daily reading habits that they will carry through their 
lives. 

• The newspaper provides a vital link to the real world. The study of today's critical 
issues, events and people helps students understand the past and see a role for 
themselves in their future world. 



• Research shows that students using the newspaper as an educational 
resource score more highly on standardized tests, develop the habit of lifelong 
reading and are more likely to become engaged citizens and regular voters.



Informational text is nonfiction text. Its primary 
purpose is to inform the reader about the natural or 
social world. Informational text employs a variety of 
structures to assist the reader in finding information 
quickly and efficiently.



Library of 
Congress

https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types
https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types


Newspapers as informational text

• The newspaper is an excellent source of informational text. Reading and 
interpreting informational text is a fundamental component of the Florida’s B.E.S.T. 
Standards for English/Language Arts. Using primary and secondary sources is a 
fundamental component of Florida’s Standards for Social Studies.



tampabay.com/nie 

jpushkin@tampabay.com

https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/index.cfm
mailto:jpushkin@tampabay.com


The Broken Promise of Brown v. Board of Education

https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-civil-rights-movement-
expands-busing-video/retro-report/

https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-civil-rights-movement-expands-busing-video/retro-report/
https://florida.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/the-civil-rights-movement-expands-busing-video/retro-report/


https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2024-NIE-SeparateIsNotEqual_FINAL.pdf


Go to tampabay.com/nie
Click on Curriculum Supplements
Click on Social Studies
Scroll down to the publication

https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/






Interpreting Timelines



Evidence and 
Claims
• What evidence does 

author provide?

• What claims does 
author make 
implicitly?

• Using the evidence, 
create an argument.



• Read about it
• Think about it

• Speak about it
• Research it
• Write about it
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Going beyond 
the text 

newspaper 
activities



Interpreting Photos

• Why are photos a good way to document history?
• What are some of the drawbacks of photos?
• What is going on in this picture?
• What do you see that makes you say that?
• What details do you see?



Interpreting 
photos



Interpreting 
photos





Supplemental Interviews

• John Avery
• Bobby Bowden
• Randall Gainforth
• Charles Fred Hearns
• Dr. Rozelia Kennedy
• Norma Miller

https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/SupplementalInterviewsBrownVBoardFinal.pdf


“The lunchroom (at King High School) was packed 
with students, some standing, some sitt ing just, you 
know, eating lunch, having fun. I found a spot at the 
end of a table. I put my tray down, and every student 
at that table got up and left. And the cafeteria 
became quiet. The only thing I could hear was the 
jukebox playing. It was a Beatles song...The 
lunchroom staff did nothing. They just kind of peeked 
out the door to see what I was going to do. I put my 
tray down. I put my books down, and I sat there. And 
if you can imagine being 15 years old and people 
treating you that way, as if nobody wanted to sit near 
you, not even near you, not at the same table...The 
very next day, the exact same thing happened. It 
happened until around Thanksgiving.”

- Dr. Rozelia Kennedy, Hil lsborough County



“(Busing) completely changed the Black schools…it 
was traumatic and a very disruptive aspect of 
desegregation. As I think about it, one of the most 
disruptive aspects of segregation and busing was 
that kids might not know from year to year which 
school they would be attending. You might be at 
one school the f irst year and year two you might 
be at a completely different school to maintain 
those artif icial numbers. Students couldn’t really 
look forward to being in certain clubs or 
organizations or playing certain athletic teams or 
coaches that they might be familiar with. It 
completely changed Black students. It really did.”

- Bobby Bowden, Hil lsborough County
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Interpreting cartoons



Interpreting cartoons



Interpreting cartoons



“The press is the best instrument for enlightening the 
mind of man, and improving him as a rational, moral 
and social being.”

• Thomas Jefferson, third President of the United States

“Newspapers are the schoolmasters of the common 
people. That endless book, the newspaper, is our 
national glory.”

• Henry Ward Beecher, American clergyman and brother of Harriet 
Beecher Stowe



• Jodi Pushkin, manager
•  jpushkin@tampabay.com
•   727-893-8961

• NIE Website: tampabay.com/nie
• NIE Email address: 
ordernie@tampabay.com
• Phone number: 727-893-8138

• Twitter: Twitter.com/TBTimesNIE
• Facebook: Facebook.com/TBTNIE

mailto:jpushkin@tampabay.com
mailto:ordernie@tampabay.com


https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2GG7HPD

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2GG7HPD


OUTLINE FOR BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION WORKSHOP - H. Roy Kaplan, Ph.D. 
 

1.  What “creating a community” means and why is it necessary in schools. 
a. Helping all children feel needed and wanted.  (May seem just another imposition on 

teachers’ time, but if kids don’t feel good about themselves and one another, they aren’t 
ready to learn what you want to teach them.)   
 

b. Children compose the poorest age group in the U.S.—11 million live below the poverty 
level of $31,200 for a non-farm family of four. (3 million children under 5 years old).  
Nearly half of children (47%) living in poverty live in severe or extreme poverty and 9 
million children are food insecure (don’t know where they will get their next meal).   
 

c. Many of these children suffer from physical and emotional disorders, PTSD and learning 
disorders that strain the system.  So, the least we can do is create safe and respected 
learning environments for them—a classroom and school community. 

 
2. How do you create “community”? 

a. Dialogue 
1) Preferably at the beginning of each semester 
2) Involves all students 
3) Begin by everyone sitting in a circle 
4) The group forms ground rules, i.e. rules for the discussion (It’s important that they make 

them up!) 
E.g., a) don’t monopolize the conversation 
           b) don’t speak while someone else is speaking 
            c) no foul language 
            d) no put down looks allowed 
            e) be honest and sincere 
            f)  try to listen and understand what is said 
            g) confidentiality (what’s said here stays here, but people are imperfect….) 
5) Begin with introductions of each person—who am I?  (Use culturegrams) (Use butcher 
paper or write the categories on the white board.) 
     (Name and nickname, place of birth, ethnicity [explain], religion, favorite food, favorite 
place to have fun, what you’d like to be when you grow up.) 
6)  Topics for discussion:  What is it like to go to school here?  Live around here?   
                                                       Practice my religion?  Meet kids and form friendships? 
                                                        What’s the greatest problem about going to school  
                                                         here?  What’s the best thing about going to school 
                                                          here?  Is there racism here? (among students,  
                                                          teachers, administrators, parents) 
                                      What can we do to make this school a better place to learn? 
                                       What can we do to improve the lives of all students here? 

 
3. The goal is to help students identify with one another and feel part of the small scale society 

they work in.  If they feel needed and wanted and see each other as respected human beings 
they are less likely to do or say things that are offensive. 
 

4. Hard-wired v. learning and norms. 
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