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Melissa is a Media Specialist at Bryan Elementary School in Hillsborough 
County. 
 
Melissa was chosen as a 2025 Runner-Up for integrating the Tampa Bay 
Times and NIE resources into her media center instruction. 
 
Through collaborative lessons with classroom teachers, Melissa introduces 
students to newspaper articles that support science, social studies, and 
English/Language Arts standards. For example, during a 5th-grade 
government unit, she guided students in analyzing editorials and news 
stories to better understand civic responsibility and the structure of 
government.  
 
In reading groups, she uses Tampa Bay Times articles to model nonfiction 
text structures, identify the central idea, and evaluate sources for author’s 
perspective, claims, bias, and credibility.  
 
Melissa also uses NIE resources to teach digital literacy and responsible 
media consumption. Her lessons include how to navigate online news 
platforms, distinguish fact from opinion, and understand journalistic 
integrity.  
 
By bringing the world into the classroom through NIE, Melissa cultivates a 
dynamic and relevant learning environment.  
 
  



 



 


