Dawana Whyte-Hug
Melrose Elementary School, Pinellas County
2022 NIE Teacher of the Year Runner-Up

Dawana teaches journalism at Melrose Elementary School in Pinellas County.

Dawana was chosen as a 2022 NIE Teacher of the Year Runner-Up for incorporating
journalism into Kindergarten through fifth-grade classrooms at Pinellas County’s
elementary journalism magnet school.

Dawana always starts class by telling her students that journalists research, journalists
inquire and journalists tell stories.

Her classroom activities are focused on the English/Language Arts standards for
Kindergarten through fifth grade and reinforce what students are working on in their
classrooms.

For example, first grade students learn about the parts of speech, and then identify
them in newspaper articles.

Others learn to infer what is happening in a photograph cut from the newspaper and
write a caption for it.

Dawana uses the comic section to find examples of text features, figures of speech, and
other language arts skills that students learn in class.

Older students use the opinion columns in the Times to create their own opinion pieces.
One class conducted a taste test of school lunch and wrote opinion pieces about it,
complete with photographs.

Dawana notes, “l use the print newspapers and the online edition for a variety of tasks
for my scholars. Keeping them informed of what is happening in the world around them
is extremely important and it shows them the value of news.”
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First grade scholars created captions for the photo they chose from the newspaper.
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Younger scholars can use
wordless comics to create stories
of their own. What do these
pictures mean to you? What
story can you tell with them?

| have also given scholars a topic
and asked them to cut out
different pieces from comic strips
to create a story, add speech
bubbles, and then write
sentences about their comic.




