Kathryn Jeakle
Shorecrest Preparatory School, Pinellas County
2020 NIE Teacher of the Year Honorable Mention

Kathryn teaches marine science at Shorecrest Preparatory School in Pinellas County.

Kathryn was chosen as a 2020 NIE Teacher of the Year Honorable Mention for using
the Times to help her students develop into educated coastal citizens.

She uses articles on environmental topics such as red tide, climate change, hurricanes,
coastal erosion and marine pollution to connect her students to topics and events
relevant to Floridians and extend what we learn in the classroom to real life.

Kathryn employs a variety of techniques in the classroom, including independent
reading, guided questions and read-alouds as a class, where students discuss the
issues at hand and make connections to the content that they are studying.

She also uses Times articles to help students learn to extract facts from the text as well
as to interpret an overall sense of what the author is attempting to express. Is it biased?
Where are the facts from? Do both sides of the story get discussed? How did the article
make them feel?

Kathryn’s goal is to help students develop into educated coastal citizens who will be
able to take care of their coastal community when asked to make decision regarding
their daily habits as well as the future of St. Petersburg and the Tampa Bay area.



The articles that are pictured here are only a few that | have photographed and projected to for
ny students to read. | have a binder of all the articles | have cut out so { can pull them out when
1 topic merits a connection. Recently | was able to pull out the full page article on Hurricane
rma and the negative storm surge. The image of Irma’s track and the strength of the stormis a
jreat visual and generates many questions. The dates da not show up one some of the photos
wut my students are always given the date of the article because that is really what draws their
ittention. When | tell them...... “This was published yesterday!” they listen.
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Rare whale gets teiﬁﬁora

Buried for now at Fort De'Sot, it will be sent to the Smithsonian.

and that they may deserve legal protec-
tion under the Endangered Spectes Act.
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