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Meredith is Library/Media Technology Specialist at Midtown Academy in Pinellas 
County. 
 
Meredith was chosen as a 2024 Runner-Up for using the Tampa Bay Times as a model 
for Midtown Academy’s new student newspaper, the Next Gen News. 
 
For this project, Meredith collaborated with fourth grade teacher Ms. Rae Breon during 
the Fall 2023 student enrichment model cluster, which lasted 10 weeks for an hour each 
week.   
 
First, students used the print and online editions of the Tampa Bay Times to research 
and discuss all aspects of the publication and to decide which jobs students wanted to 
do.   
 
They invited Tampa Bay Times Assistant Managing Editor Ellen Clarke to come talk to 
the students about her job and share her experiences working for the Times.   
 
Students then wrote features, conducted interviews with staff and fellow students, took 
photos, created comic strips and even created an advice column. 

 
Finally, they assembled all of the content 
into an online newspaper using Canva, 
which they then printed and handed out at 
the SEM cluster night to parents and guests.  
 
Students learned all aspects of journalism 
from research, to writing, to understanding 
the differences between editorial and 
advertising materials.   
 
Meredith writes, “Many students said they 
enjoyed the process and now want to 
pursue careers in journalism.” 
 
 



 


