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Let me introduce 
myself …

jpushkin@tampabay.com

• Jodi Pushkin is manager and 
a curriculum writer at the 
Tampa Bay Times 
Newspaper in Education 
program.

• Curriculum writer for NIE 
programs since 2000

• Teacher since 1990

• Currently adjunct professor 
at Saint Leo University and 
Hillsborough Community 
College



What is NIE?

NIE is a cooperative 

effort between schools 

and the newspaper to 

promote the use of 

newspapers in print and 

electronic form as 

educational resources. 

The goal of NIE is to 

build future, life-long 

readers of 

newspapers.



Many daily and weekly newspapers 
throughout the state provide free access to 
their newspapers. The Tampa Bay Times 
Newspaper in Education program provides 
free resources to Citrus, Hernando, 
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas and 
Polk counties thanks to our generous 
sponsors (grants, government organizations, 
individual donors).



Research shows that 
students using the 
newspaper as an 
educational resource 
score more highly on 
standardized tests, 
develop the habit of 
lifelong reading and 
are more likely to 
become engaged 
citizens and regular 
voters.

Visit fpesnie.org and 
click on 
About/Research for 
more.

https://www.fpesnie.org/?page_id=16
https://www.fpesnie.org/


Developing daily habits

• Using the newspaper in your 
classroom on a regular basis helps 
students develop daily reading habits 
that they will carry through their 
lives. 

• The newspaper provides a vital link 
to the real world for students who 
too often do not realize the value of 
their academic programs. 

• The study of today's critical issues, 
events and people helps students 
understand the past and see a role 
for themselves in their future world. 



• Newspapers are a cost-effective way to 
educate using primary and secondary sources.

• Newspapers contain practical vocabulary and 
the best models of clear, concise writing.

• Newspapers build vocabulary. 

• Newspapers improve reading skills. 

• Newspapers promote critical thinking. 

• Newspapers bring ideas and current events to 
life. 

• Newspapers build global awareness. 

• Newspapers promote social consciousness. 



Newspapers as primary sources

• “Working with primary sources builds a wide 
range of student skills, from reading complex texts 
to assessing the credibility of sources to conducting 
research.”  - Library of Congress

• Primary sources are the raw materials of history – 
original documents and objects that were created at 
the time under study. 

• Primary sources found in the newspaper include 
photographs, interviews – oral histories, 
eyewitness accounts, government documents and 
ads, audio recordings, political cartoons and maps.

Library of Congress –
https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types#s-lib-
ctab-25580069-0

https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types


Newspapers as secondary sources

From the Dictionary for Library and Information Science, "Any 
published or unpublished work that is one step removed from the 
original source, usually describing, summarizing, analyzing, 
evaluating, derived from, or based on primary source materials... also 
refers to material other than primary sources used in the preparation 
of a written work.“

• Secondary sources are accounts that retell, analyze, or interpret 
events, usually at a distance of time or place.

• Secondary sources found in the newspaper include reviews, critical 
analyses and second-person accounts .



Newspapers as informational text

• Reading and interpreting informational text is a fundamental 
component of Florida’s B.E.S.T. Standards for 
English/Language Arts.

• Informational text is nonfiction text whose primary purpose is to 
inform the reader about the natural or social world. 
Informational text employs a variety of structures to assist the 
reader in finding information quickly and efficiently. 

• Examples of informational text, other than articles, in the 
newspaper can include a table of contents, an index, bold or 
italicized text, glossaries for specialized vocabulary, embedded 
definitions for specialized vocabulary, realistic illustrations of 
photos, captions and other labels, and graphs and charts. 

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/elabeststandardsfinal.pdf
https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7539/urlt/elabeststandardsfinal.pdf


Informational text

• The information within the 
pages of the newspaper can 
be primary and secondary 
sources. The information can 
be fact and opinion.

• The term informational text 
includes various types of 
texts:

• Essays

• Articles

• Letters

• Images

• Cartoons

• Photographs

• Advertisements



Read like a detective.
Write like a reporter.

News literacy is the ability to use 

critical thinking skills to judge the 

reliability and credibility of news 

reports, whether they come  via 

print, television, the internet or 

social media. Newspapers provide 

a great resource for determining 

fact vs. opinion.



Dorothy L. Hukill Financial Literacy 
Act 

On March 22, 2022, Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis signed Senate Bill 1054, titled the 
Dorothy L. Hukill Financial Literacy Act, which 
requires high school students to take a financial 
literacy course to receive a standard high school 
diploma. Through the new standards, students will 
learn basic concepts such as:

• Earning an income 
• Understanding taxes 
• Managing a bank account 
• Interest & credit card debt 
• Preventing identity fraud/theft 
• Benefits of renting vs. buying a home 
• Planning for major financial purchases 
• Student loans 



Financial literacy & the 
newspaper

Using newspapers as a “living 
textbook” improves classroom 
engagement and helps students to 
make connections between academic 
lessons and the “real world.” Linking 
lessons and activities to students’ local 
newspapers also helps them to learn 
about and engage with their home 
community in ways that foster 
informed and engaged future workers, 
consumers, citizens and voters.



Financial literacy standards

• Develop a budget based on a given income and expenses for long-term 
and short-term financial goals (SS.912.FL.3.9).

• Describe the different types of accounts and financial products offered 
through banking institutions (SS.912.FL.4.1).

• Explain the ways that government agencies supervise and regulate 
financial institutions (SS.912.FL.4.8).

• Analyze how postsecondary education can be financed through a 
combination of scholarships, grants, and other financial aid 
(SS.912.FL.5.16).

• Describe how financial markets adjust to current events and financial 
news, and that prices in those markets reflect what is publicly known 
about those financial assets (SS.912.FL.6.8).

• Discuss ways that prices of financial assets are affected by interest rates, 
changes in domestic and international economic conditions, monetary 
policy, and fiscal policy (SS.912.FL.6.9).



Exploring financial 
literacy

Newspapers are a critical tool for 
exploring social studies beyond the 
classroom and for developing 
literacy and critical thinking skills. 

They provide a living textbook that 
updates and extends information 
contained in textbooks. 
Newspapers also demonstrate 
practical applications of skills and 
concepts presented in school 
curriculum by helping students 
relate financial literacy to daily 
news relevant to their lives, 
happening right now in their state, 
community and neighborhood.















https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/FinancialliteracyTeacherGuideFinal2025.pdf


NIE and Stavros Center

Blog by the USF Stavros Center in 
Collaboration with TBT NIE and FPES

https://floridafinancialliteracy.weebly.com/blog

https://floridafinancialliteracy.weebly.com/blog


Tampa Bay Times NIE program

Becoming an NIE teacher:
❑ Go to tampabay.com/nie
❑ Click Sign up here
❑ Fill out the online request form

Logging into the electronic edition:
❑ Go to tampabay.com/nie
❑ Click Log in
❑ Enter the username and password

https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/order.cfm
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/order.cfm
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/
https://nielogin.tampabay.com/subscribe.aspx?source=4&eid=3403adfe-11ef-4fd4-96e1-2a2259c39adc
https://nielogin.tampabay.com/subscribe.aspx?source=4&eid=3403adfe-11ef-4fd4-96e1-2a2259c39adc


Jodi Pushkin, manager

jpushkin@tampabay.com

Sue Bedry, development officer

sbedry@tampabay.com

tampabay.com/nie

ordernie@tampabay.com

Facebook.com/TBTNIE

mailto:jpushkin@tampabay.com
mailto:sbedry@tampabay.com
mailto:ordernie@tampabay.com
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