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Let me introduce 
myself …

jpushkin@tampabay.com

• Jodi Pushkin, president of 
Florida Press Educational 
Services and manager and 
curriculum writer Tampa Bay 
Times Newspaper in 
Education program.

• Curriculum writer for NIE 
programs since 2000

• Teacher since 1990

• Currently adjunct professor 
at Saint Leo University and 
Hillsborough Community 
College



What is NIE?



Developing Daily Habits

• Using the newspaper in your classroom 
and NIE curriculum on a regular basis 
helps students develop daily reading 
habits that they will carry through their 
lives. 

• The Times provides a vital link to the 
real world for students who too often do 
not realize the value of their academic 
programs. The study of today's critical 
issues, events and people helps students 
understand the past and see a role for 
themselves in their future world. 



Why Use the Newspaper?

• The terms “informational text” 
and “nonfiction” are often 
considered synonyms and used 
interchangeably. However, these 
types of texts are not the same. 

• According to Scholastic 
magazine, “Informational text is 
a type of nonfiction — a very 
important type. Nonfiction 
includes any text that is factual. 
(Or, by some definitions, any 
type of literature that is factual, 
which would exclude texts such 
as menus and street signs.) 
Informational text differs from 
other types of nonfiction in 
purpose, features, and format.”



Newspapers as primary sources

“Working with primary sources builds a wide 
range of student skills, from reading complex texts 
to assessing the credibility of sources to 
conducting research.”
• - Library of Congress

Primary sources are the raw materials of history 
original documents and objects that were created 
at the time under study. 

Primary sources found in the newspaper include 
photographs, interviews, eyewitness accounts, 
audio recordings and maps.

• Library of Congress

https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types


Newspapers as secondary sources

Secondary sources are accounts that retell, 
analyze, or interpret events, usually at a 
distance of time or place.

Secondary sources found in the newspaper 
include reviews, critical analyses and second-
person accounts.

• Library of Congress

https://guides.loc.gov/student-resources/types


Informational text

• The information within the pages of the newspaper can be primary and 
secondary sources. The information can be fact and opinion.

• The term informational text includes various types of texts:
• Essays
• Articles
• Letters
• Images

• Cartoons
• Photographs
• Advertisements



Rhetoric

Rhetoric is using language effectively to persuade, 
inform, educate, or entertain.

The newspaper offers different forms of rhetoric in each 
of its sections: news, opinion, features, sports, comics, 
advertising, political cartoons, advertorials, photos.
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https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2024HolocaustBearing
Witness_FIN.pdf



https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2024HolocaustBearingWitness_FIN.pdf


Bearing Witness
An exploration of the Holocaust through primary sources

• 20-page publication and teacher guide
• Pages 2-5 – background information
• Interviews with survivors and their descendants

• Terrie Rabinowitz
• Viola Baras
• Sidney Finkel
• Allan J. Hall

• Jill Stacey
• David Baras
• Ruth Finkel Wade
• Ronald Becker
• Harry Heuman
• Barbara Bergren
• Judy Ludin
• Sharona Loewenstein
• Yael Schauder

• Michael Igel



Purpose of the Bearing Witness
The goals of this project are to: 

• Provide Florida educators with a new 
educational resource that will enhance 
Holocaust education in the state;

• Increase Holocaust awareness among 
Florida educators, students and community 
members; 

• Increase students’ knowledge of the causes, 
events and continuing impact of the 
Holocaust; and 

• Promote primary sources as an important 
resource for Holocaust education. 



Required curriculum
Florida’s Legislature/Department of Education Required Instruction
In 1994 the Florida Legislature passed the Holocaust Education Bill (SB 660) which amends 
Section 233.061 of the Florida Statutes (Chapter 94-14, Laws of Florida), relating to required 
instruction. The new law requires all school districts to incorporate lessons on the Holocaust 
as part of public school instruction.

Required Instruction - 1003.42(f)
The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systematic planned annihilation of European 
Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the history of humanity, to be 
taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of human behavior, an understanding of the 
ramifications of prejudice, racism, and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to 
be a responsible and respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity 
in a pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and institutions.



Social Studies: SS.68.HE.1.1; SS.912.HE.2.15; 
SS.912.HE.3.3; SS.912.HE.3.4; SS.912.A.6.3; 
SS.912.HE.3.1; SS.912.HE.1.1; SS.912.HE.1.2; 
SS.912.HE.1.3; SS.912.HE.1.4; SS.912.HE.1.5; 
SS.912.HE.1.6; SS.912.HE.1.7; SS.912.HE.2.1; 
SS.912.HE.2.2; SS.912.HE.2.4; SS.912.HE.2.5; 
SS.912.HE.2.7; SS.912.HE.2.8; SS.912.HE.2.9; 
SS.912.HE.2.10; SS.912.HE.2.11; SS.912.HE.2.13; 
SS.912.HE.2.14; SS.912.HE.2.15; SS.912.HE.3.2; 
SS.912.HE.3.4; SS.912.HE.3.5; SS.912.W.7.8; 
SS.612.W.1.1; SS.612.W.1.3; SS.912.W.1.6; 
SS.912.A.6.3; SS.912.S.1.6; SS.912.S.1.7; 
SS.912.S.1.8

BEST: ELA.612.EE.1.1; ELA.612.EE.2.1; 
ELA.612.EE.3.1; ELA.612.EE.4.1; ELA.612.EE.5.1; 
ELA.612.EE.6.1; ELA.612.F.2.1; ELA.612.F.2.2; 
ELA.612.F.2.3; ELA.612.F.2.4; ELA.612.C.1.3; 
ELA.612.C.1.4; ELA.612.C.1.5; ELA.612.C.2.1; 
ELA.612.C.3.1; ELA.612.C.4.1; ELA.612.C.5.1; 
ELA.612.R.2.1; ELA.612.R.2.2; ELA.612.R.2.3; 
ELA.612.R.2.4; ELA.612.R.3.2; ELA.612.R.3.3; 
ELA.612.R.3.4; ELA.612.V.1.1; ELA.612.V.1.3

Florida Standards



Antisemitism

Each year, the ADL (Anti-Defamation League) Center on 
Extremism tracks incidents of antisemitic harassment, 
vandalism and assault in the United States. Since 1979 they 
have published this information in an annual Audit of 
Antisemitic Incidents.

• In 2023, ADL tabulated 8,873 antisemitic incidents 
across the United States. This represents a 140% 
increase from the 3,698 incidents recorded in 2022 and 
is the highest number on record since ADL began 
tracking antisemitic incidents in 1979. In fact, ADL 
tracked more incidents in 2023 than in the previous 
three years combined.

• The ADL  documented 463 Florida incidents last year, 
compared to 269 in 2022 and 190 in 2021.

• Antisemitic incidents also increased year-over-year in 
all major location categories. Incidents at K-12 schools 
increased by 135% to 1,162 incidents. Incidents at 
Jewish institutions jumped by 237% to 1,987. And 
incidents on college and university campuses spiked by 
a staggering 321% to 922 incidents.

• Incidents increased in all major Audit categories. 
Assault incidents increased by 45% to 161 incidents, 
vandalism increased 69% to 2,177 incidents and 
harassment increased 184% to 6,535 incidents.





Photos as 
primary 
sources

• What is going on in 
this picture?

• What do you see that 
makes you say that?

• What details do you 
see?



Interpreting Photos









Inquiry and Investigation
Reading like a detective. Writing like a reporter.

“The Holocaust was the systematic, state-sponsored persecution and 
murder of six million European Jews by the Nazi German regime and its 
allies and collaborators. The Holocaust was an evolving process that took 
place throughout Europe between 1933 and 1945.”

• What are the social implications? 
• What are the economic implications?
• What are political implications? 
• What are the ethical implications? 

• Compare these questions for the era and now. 
• Examine the causes and effects of the Holocaust.





















https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2024HolocaustBearingWitness_FIN.pdf


https://nieonline.com/tbtimes/downloads/supplements/2023NIEGenocide.pdf



tampabay.com/nie





https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6GDN32D



Jodi Pushkin, manager
• jpushkin@tampabay.com
• 727-893-8961

General contact 
• ordernie@tampabay.com
• 727-893-8138

Social media
• Facebook: Facebook.com/TBTNIE

mailto:jpushkin@tampabay.com
mailto:ordernie@tampabay.com

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	What is NIE?
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Photos as primary sources
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39

